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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


ENVIRONMENTAL NOTIFICATION FORM 


PROJECT NAME : 585 Commercial Street 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY : Boston 
PROJECT WATERSHED : Boston Harbor 
EOEA NUMBER : 13894 
PROJECT PROPONENT : GA 585 Commercial Street LLC 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR : October 25,2006 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (M.G. L., c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Sections 11.06 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00), I hereby determine that this project 
requires the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

Proiect Description 

As described in the Environmental Notification Form (ENF), the proposed project 
consists of the redevelopment of an existing site at 585 Commercial Street in Boston. The 
32,148 square foot (sf) parcel is composed entirely of filled tidelands. The parcel includes a 
vacant three-story building (most recently used for office and retail) and a small parking lot. The 
project is hounded by the Prince Street Park to the southwest, Commercial Street to the south and 
southeast, the Steriti Rink site to the northeast and Boston Harbor waterfront to the northwest. It 
is in close proximity to North Station and associated commuter rail, subway and bus service. 

The project will demolish the existing building and replace it with an 8-story (85-foot 
high) residential building with approximately 62 units and facilities of public accommodation 
(FPAs). The project includes a subsurface parking garage designed to accommodate 
approximately 135 parking spaces. Proposed FPAs include a restaurant with cafk and bar, a spa 
and a fitness center with an indoor lap pool. 
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Potential environmental impacts associated with the project include .48 acres of nonwater 
dependent use of filled tidelands, generation of 1,002 average daily vehicle trips (adt), use of 
25,823 gallons per day (gpd) of water and generation of 23,475 gpd of wastewater. Proposed 
measures to avoid, minimize and mitigate impacts include the following: design of a high- 
efficiency, sustainable building that is certifiable through Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) including a green roof; replacement of the existing fishing pier 
with a public marina and public landing on property to the north of the site that is owned by the 
Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR); and construction of 41 5 feet of Harborwalk 
just east of the site in front of Puopolo Park. 

The project is undergoing MEPA review pursuant to Section 11.03 (l)(b)(3) and (3)@)(6) 
because it requires a state permit and will require conversion of land held for natural resources 
purposes in accordance with Article 97 of the Amendments to the Constitution of the 
Commonwealth to any purpose not in accordance with Article 97 and it consists of new or 
existing unlicensed nonwater dependent use on tidelands. The project requires a Chapter 91 
License, a Sewer Connection Permit and a 401 Water Quality Certificate from the Department of 
Environmental Protection (MassDEP). It requires approval of an amendment to the Municipal 
Harbor Plan (MHP) by the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA) and review by the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC). It may require approval by the state legislature 
for changes to Article 97 land and federal consistency review by Coastal Zone Management 
(CZM). Also, it requires an Order of Conditions from the Boston Conservation Commission 
(and a Superseding Order of Conditions from DEP in the event the local Order is appealed). 

Because the proponent is not seeking financial assistance from the Commonwealth for the 
project, MEPA jurisdiction extends to those aspects of the project that are within the subject 
matter of required or potentially required state agency permits, and that may cause significant 
Damage to the Environment. In this case, the subject matter of the required state permits (i.e. 
the Chapter 91 License) is sufficiently broad to confer MEPA jurisdiction over virtually all of the 
potential environmental impacts of the project. 

Joint MEPA/BRA Review 

At the request of the proponent, the MEPA review of this project will be coordinated with 
the local review procedure conducted by the Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA) in 
accordance with Article 80 Section 80B (Large Project Review) of the Boston Zoning Code. 
City review will also require review and approval of a Transportation Access Plan Agreement 
(TAPA) and a Construction Management Plan (CMP) by the Boston Transportation Department 
(BTD). The proponent will prepare a joint Project Impact Report (PIR)/EIR that addresses the 
requirements of both MEPA and the BRA. The proponent should coordinate this joint review 
process with both agencies to establish the necessary review periods. 

As noted previously, the project, as proposed, would require an amendment to the MHP 
and the proponent has indicated that it will work with the City to amend the MHP. In accordance 
with the MHP regulations at 301 CMR 23.04, such an amendment requires a public review 
process, prior to a decision on the amendment by the Secretary of Environmental Affairs. The 
public process must be coordinated by the City of Boston under the guidance of CZM. 
















