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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


SPECIAL PROCEDURE: PHASE 111 -

DRAFT WASTEWATER FACILITIES PLANlDEIR 


PROJECT NAME :Area 5 SewerslWastewater Facilities Plan 

PROJECT MUNICIPALITY :Barnstable 

PROJECT WATERSHED :Cape Cod 

EOEA NUMBER :6553 

PROJECT PROPONENT :Town of Barnstable 

DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR : October 25,2006 


As Secretary of Environmental Affairs, I hereby determine that the Phase 111 Draft 
Wastewater Facilities PlanIDraft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) submitted on this project 
adequately and properly complies with the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (M.G.L. 
c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and with its implementing regulations (301 CMR 11.00). However, for the 
Final Wastewater Facilities PladFinal Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) to be found 
adequate, I am requiring the proponent to provide additional information in the Phase 111 FEIR 
document specifically pertaining to groundwater impacts, growth management and mitigation. 
This infor~nation is necessary to ensure that the requirements of 301 CMR 11.07 are met, that the 
aspects and issues of the project have been clearly described, that the proponenl has committed 
to a set of mitigation measures that will allow the state agencies to satisfy their Section 61 
obligations, and that there will be meaningful opportunities for public review of the additional 
analysis prior to any Agency action. 

The proponent has also requested a Phase I Waiver to allow the construction to proceed, 
in advance of the Final Wastewater Facilities PladFEIR for the project, on a new Main Street 
pump station to accommodate existing and projected future wastewater flows, and the 
replacement of an existing force main within existing Town road right-of-ways to convey 
wastewater flows from the Old Colony Road pump station to the Hyannis WPCF. A description 
of these proposed Phase I Waiver activities was presented within the DEIR submittal. 
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In a Draft Record of Decision (DROII), also issued today, I propose to grant a Phase I 
Waiver allowing portions of the proponent's Wastewater Facilities Plan to proceed to permitting 
and construction while the Final Wastewater Facilities Plan/FEIR is being prepared. 

I want to acknowledge the Town of Elarnstable's significant on-going efforts on this 
comprehensive approach to wastewater management planning and groundwater resources 
management. I also appreciate the thoughtful and detailed comments provided by the Cape Cod 
Commission, the Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), Coastal Zone 
Management (CZM), and the public. It is my expectation that the Phase 111 Final Wastewater 
Facilities Plan (FEIR) will bring us closer to providing a sound basis for regional wastewater 
treatment and disposal decision-making that will benefit Cape Cod and the residents of the Town 
of Barnstable alike. 

PROJECT OVERVIEW 

As described in the original September 1997 Environmental Notification Form (ENF), 
the project involved the sewering of Area 5 of the Town of Barnstable. The Secretary's 
Certificate on the ENF authorized the installation of the proposed sewers while the proponent 
prepared an EIR to address the need for a Sewer Master Plan including options for improving the 
Hyannis Water Pollution Control Facility (WPCF). The Certificate also required the Town to 
limit connections to only those sites with documented failing on-site septic systems until the 
MEPA process was completed. A scope for an EIR was established in the ENF Certificate issued 
June 1987. 

A Notice of Project Change (NPC) was filed in March 1996 that proposed to expand the 
prqject to include a comprehensive Town-wide wastewater facilities plan (WWFP) designed to 
quantify the Town's long-term wastewater treatment and water supply protection needs, and 
identify alternative approaches for meeting fhose needs through the 2014 planning period. A 
Special Review Procedure was established for this prqject, consisting of a Phase I - Needs 
Report, Phase I1 - Screening of Alternatives (Interim Report of the Wastewater Facilities Plan), 
and Phase I11 - Draft and Final Wastewater Facilities PlanIEIR. The Secretary's Certificate on 
the NPC (April 1996), adopted the proponent's proposed scope for a Wastewater Facilities 
PlanEnvironmental Impact Report (WWFPEIR) and provided for the establishment of a 
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) to provide input into the plan's development. 

A second Notice of Project Change (:2nd NPC) was filed in May 2003, that proposed to 
proceed with portions of the Scope for the Phase I11 - DEIR to provide, in the near term, 
sewering and advanced nitrogen removal for those Areas of Concern (AOCs) located in close 
proximity to the Hyannis WPCF. As described in the 2nd NPC, the Town proposed to wait until 
such time as the ongoing Massachusetts Estuaries Project establishes appropriate nitrogen 
loading limits to determine appropriate treal.ment and discharge options for sewage flows from 
those AOCs located in the western and southwestern sections of Barnstable. 


















