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DRAFT RECORD OF DEClSION 

PROJECT NAME: North Hoosic River Restoration 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY: Clarksburg 
PROJECT WATERSHED: Hudson 
EEA NUMBER: 14337 
PROJECT PROPONENT: Riverways Program - Massachusetts Department of Fish 

and Game 

DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR: Novernber 10,2008 


Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (M.G.L.c.30, ss. 61-62 I) and 
Section 1 I .  I I of the MEPA Regulations (301 CMR 11.00), I have reviewed this project and 
hereby propose to grant a waiver from the categorical requirement to prepare an Environmental 
[mpact Report (EIR). In a separate Certificate also issued today, I have set forth the outstanding 
issues related to the project that can be addressed by permitting agencies. 

meet Description 

The project consists of the removal of the Briggsville (aWa Hewat) Dam on the North 
Branch of the Hoosic River in Clarksburg by the Riverways Program - Massachusetts 
Department of Fish and Game (Riverways Program). Briggsville Dam is a 15-foot high, 145- 
foot long broad crest weir dam. The dam owner was issued a Certificate of Non-Compliance and 
Dam Safety Order from the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) Office of Dam 
Safety (ODS) in February 2008. The dam is classified as a "Significant Hazard Potential" by 
ODs and the owner has been informed that the dam does not meet accepted dam safety standards 
and is a potential threat to life and property downstream from the dam. 

Removal of the dam would commence a proactive habitat restoration project to restore 
approximately 30 miles of headwater habitat, including benefit to a State-listed species of Special 
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Concern and improvement of habitat for native brook trout. Project partners include: the 
Hoosuck Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Cascade School Supplies, the Massachusetts Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, the USDA-NRCS, the Town 
of Clarksburg, American Rivers, the Hoosic River Watershed Association, and the Massachusetts 
Corporate Wetlands Restoration Partnership - Procter & Gamble (Gillette) and National Grid. 
This project has been designated as a restoration Priority Project by the Riverways Program. 

Under existing conditions, the impoundment capacity of the Briggsville Dam is severely 
limited due to the accumulation of sediment. The Riverways Program has indicated that the 
residence time of water entering the former impoundment and exiting the spillway is the same as 
if there were no dam present. Overall project goals include the elimination of a barrier to aquatic 
and riparian species movement, the reestablishment of the rivers natural flow regime, 
improvement of water quality, sediment dynamics, and water temperature for coldwater species, 
and restoration of the natural clean gravel and cobble streambed. 

Jurisdiction 

The project is subject to the preparation of a mandatory EIR pursuant to Section 
11.03(3)(a)(4) and I 1.03(3)(b)(l)(d) of the MEPA regulations because it will result in a decrease 
in impoundment capacity of an existing dam and because it will impact more than 5,000 square 
feet (sf) of bordering vegetated wetlands (BVW). The project will require a Programmatic 
General Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) pursuant to Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act; a Chapter 253 Dam Safety; a 401 Water Quality Certificate from the 
Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP); and a Chapter 91 License review from 
MassDEP. The project will also require an Order of Conditions from the Clarksburg 
Conservation Commission. 

The Riverways Program is both a co-proponent of the project and providing partial 
funding for construction of the project. Therefore, MEPA jurisdiction for this project is broad 
and extends to all aspects of the project that are likely, directly or indirectly, to cause Damage to 
the Environment as defined by the MEPA regulations. 

Waiver Request 

The proponent submitted an Expanded Environmental Notification Form (EENF) for the 
project with a request for a waiver from the requirement for the preparation of an EIR. The 
Proponent provided supplemental information in a memorandum dated November 17,2008 that 
clarified the request for a full waiver of an EIR and described how the project proposes to meet 
the wavier criteria outlined in 301 CMR 11.1 1. The waiver request was discussed at the 
consultation/scoping session for the project which was held on November 18,2008. 










