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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 


PROJECT NAME: Neptune Deepwater Port Project 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY: Off-Shore Waters of Manchester-by-the-Sea, Beverly, 

Salem and Marblehead 
PROJECT WATERSHED: Massachusetts Coastal 
EOEA NUMBER: 13641 
PROJECT PROPONENT: Neptune LNG, LLC 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR: November 8,2006 

As Secrctary of Environmental Affairs, I hereby determine that the Final Environmental 
Impact Repomraf t  Environmental Impact Statement (FEIRIEIS) submitted for this Deepwater 
Port project adequately and properly complies with the Massachusetts Environmental Policy 
Act (MEPA) (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and with its implementing regulations (301 CMR 11.00). 

The Ncptunc project proposes to develop significant new energy infrastructure in 
Massachusetts Bay. A similar proposal, the Northeast Gateway (NEG, EOEA #13473), also 
proposes to develop a deepwater port in the same area; a Certificate determining the adequacy of 
NEG's FEIR was issued on December 1,2006. Both projects are subject to federal authority 
under the Deepwater Port Act of 1974 (DWPA)', which grants the Governor the authority to 
approve or dcny either of the projects. As described in previous Certificates, the major issues 
raised by these projects entail their potential impacts to marine resources and uses, including 
impacts to the ecology of, and public trust interest in, Massachusetts Ocean Sanctuaries, the 
commercial fishing industry, and marine mammals, particularly endangered whales. While the 
Neptune project may provide significant benefits to the energy needs of Massachusetts, it will 
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also have environmental impacts. As described in greater detail below, I have directed that 
mitigation address direct and cumulative impacts to habitat and biological resources, public trust 
interests, the commercial fishing industry, and marine mammals. Accordingly, the proponent 
will provide mitigation for impacts to the marine resources and human uses of Massachusetts 
Bay totaling $23,500,000. This coniprehensive mitigation package will ensure that the impacts 
of the project are appropriately mitigated. 

Proiect Description 

The proposed project entails the construction of a Deepwater Port (DWP) in 
Massachusetts Bay, located in the federal waters of the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) block NK 
19-04 6525 and NK 19-04 6575, approximately 22 miles northeast of Boston and approximately 
7 miles south-southeast of Gloucester, in a water depth of approximately 250 feet. The deepwater 
port, to be named Neptune, would receive and vaporize Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) from a 
purpose-built and dedicated fleet of shuttle regasification vehicles (SRVs) equipped with 
vaporization equipment that would convert the LNG to natural gas. The Neptune Deepwater Port 
would be capable of mooring up to two LNG carriers, with a capacity of approximately 140,000 
cubic meters, by means of a submerged unloading buoy system. The DWP will be owned and 
operated by Neptune LNG, LLC. 

The Port would have an average throughput capacity of 500 million standard cubic feet 
per day (MMscfd) and a peak capacity of 750 MMscfd. Natural gas would bc scnt out by means 
of two flexible risers and a subsea flowline. The project pipelines would consist of a 24-inch 
flowline approximately 2.5 miles long from the southern riser manifold to the northern riser 
manifold. From the northern riser manifold a 24-inch gas transmission line approximately 10.9 
miles long would carry the gas from the unloading buoys to the existing 30-inch HubLine in 
Massachusetts Bay. From shore, natural gas would be transported to serve residential, 
commercial, industrial and electricity generation consumers, primarily in the New England area. 

The proponent proposes to use thc post-lay plow technique to install the pipeline for 
nearly its entire route. The Pipeline is proposed to commence at the HubLine at a point 
approximately 3 miles offshore of "Marblehead Neck" in Marblehead, travel approximately 9.9 
miles through the waters of the Commonwealth offshore of Salem, Beverly and Manchester-by- 
the Sea and an additional one mile tluough federal waters where it connects with the Neptune 
Port's flowline. The preferred pipeline route would travel through approximately 52,000 feet of 
the South Essex and North Shore Ocean Sanctuaries. 

MEPA Jurisdiction and Pem~ittine. Requirements 

The DWP is undergoing review pursuant to the following sections of the MEPA 
regulations: 

301 CMR 11.03(3)(a)(l)(b) Alteration of ten or more acres of any other wetlands, in 
this case Land Under the Ocean; and 
301 CMR 11.03(7)(a)(3) Construction of a new he1 pipeline more than 10 miles in 
length. 












































