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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL. AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


ENVIRONMENTAL NOTIFICATION FORM 


PROJECT NAME :Cobb Brook Flood Control Project (fMa Cobb Brook 
Relocation Project) 

PROJECT MUNICIPALITY :Taunton 
PROJECT WATERSHED :Taunton 
EEA NUMBER : 14120 
PROJECT PROPONENT :City of Taunton, Public Works Department 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR :October 27,2007 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Section I 1.03 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 1 1.00), I hereby determine that this project 
does not require the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

Proiect Histow and Description 

The proponent provided additional information subsequent to the MEPA site visit, held 
on November 15, 2007, in which the project was modified to reduce wetland impacts beyond 
those outlined in the original Environmental Notification Form (ENF). The project as presently 
proposed includes the provision of flood control measures through the installation of a box 
culvert and weir system in the industrial area of West Water Street and Fifth Street. Under 
existing conditions, Cobb Brook flows through a series of open-channel segments, culverts and 
under existing industrial buildings, including the Taunton Municipal Light Plant (TMLP). The 
project involves the diversion of excess flows from Cobb Brook to reduce widespread tlooding. 
The project will include the installation of a weir plate at the entrance to the existing culvert 
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system (a headwall of twin 48-inch pipes) which will allow all low flow conditions to continue 
flowing through the existing drainage system and feeding wetland resource areas. During large 
storm events the weir will be utilized to control peak discharge rates to the existing system and 
divert excess and overflow into the proposed 750-foot long, four-foot by ten-foot box culvert, 
which ultimately discharges into the Taunton River. 

The project area is occupied by numerous industrial uses, portions of which have a 
history of review and hazardous waste clean up conducted in accordance with the Massachusetts 
Contingency Plan. Historic uses and Activity and Use Limitations, as well as property 
ownership issues have influenced the location and scope of this flood mitigation project, as a 
primary goal is to limit soil disturbance and to ensure the ongoing ability to maintain 
infrastructure. Under existing severe flooding conditions, West Water Street is rendered 
impassible, limiting access to both the TMLP and the Taunton Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

The project site contains several wetland resource areas, including Bank, Land Under 
Water, Bordering Land Subject to Flooding (BLSF), and Riverfront Area. The project will 
permanently alter 60 linear feet of Bank and temporarily alter 30 linear feet of Bank, however 
the project will replace 160 linear feet of Bank within the project site. No alterations are 
anticipated to Land Under Water. Approximately 1,400 square feet (sf) of BLSF will be added, 
which equates to 9,375 cubic feet of additional flood storage. The project will alter 
approximately 35,400 sf of Riverfront Area associated with Cobb Brook and the Taunton River. 
Stormwater in roadways will be managed using deep sump hooded catch basins and the 
proponent will prepare an erosion and sedimentation control plan in accordance with a National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Construction General Permit (CGP). 

Jurisdiction and Permitting 

The project is undergoing MEPA review pursuant to Sections 11.03(2)(b)(2) because it 
requires a State permit and may result in the take of an endangered or threatened species or 
species of special concern and Section 1 1,03(3)(b)(l)(t) because the project will result in the 
alteration of !h or more acres of any other wetlands. The project will require a Chapter 9 1 
License and a Section 401 Water Quality Certificate (WQC) from the Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), a Category I1 PCP from the United States Army Corps 
of Engineers (U.S. ACOE), and approval from the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA). The project will also require a National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Construction General Permit from the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA). Finally, the project must obtain an Order 
of Conditions from the Taunton Conservation Commission, or in the case of appeal, a 
Superseding Order of Conditions from MassDEP. 

The project will receive financial assistance from the Massachusetts State Revolving 
Fund (SRF). Therefore, MEPA jurisdiction for this project is broad and shall extend to all 
aspects of the project that are likely, directly or indirectly. to cause Damage to the Environment. 








