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PROJECT NAME :Comprehensive Wastewater Management Plan 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY :Taunton 
PROJECT WATERSHED :Taunton 
EOEA NUMBER : 13897 
PROJECT PROPONENT :City of Taunton, Public Works Department 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR :October 25,2006 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Section 11.03 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00), I hereby determine that this project 
requires the preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR). 

As described in the Environmental Notification Form (ENF), the City of Taunton proposes 
to expand its sewer system to encompass an additional 14 sewer Needs Areas identified within its 
~ r a f t ~ o m ~ r e h e n s i v e  Plan (CWMP), submitted in July 2005 to the Wastewater ~ a n a ~ e m e n t  
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP). The proposed Needs Areas 
throughout the city are currently sewed by on-site wastewater disposal systems. This CWMP 
would require the expansion of the existing Taunton wastewater treatment facility (WWTF) to 
handle the additional wastewater flow from these Needs Areas, future infill development within 
existing sewered areas, and projected additional inter-municipal flow. The ENF estimates 
approximately 50 miles of gravity and force main sewers and 15 pump stations within the Needs 
Areas would be necessary to accommodate the expansion. The existing WWTF would be 
expanded from a treatment capacity of 8.25 million gallons per day (mgd) to 10.7 mgd. To 
accommodate the expanded treatment capacity at the WWTF, certain structural upgrades are 
proposed. The recommended wastewater management plan is proposed by the City of Taunton in 
accordance with the requirements of an Administrative Consent Order (ACOP-SE-R006-IN-SEP) 
issued by MassDEP. 

According to the ENF, the treated effluent from the existing WWTF is discharged to the 
Taunton River. The City of Taunton has a current average wastewater flow of 6.8 mgd, however, 
springtime flows have exceeded the permitted flow level of 8.4 mgd for extended periods of time, 
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and peak wet weather flows in the system exceed 20 mgd. The Taunton WWTF also presently 
treats flows from portions of the towns of Raynham (0.6 mgd), Dighton (0.14 mgd), and Norton 
(0.017 mgd). The Town of Raynharn is concurrently undergoing MEPA review (EOEA #13507) 
for its own CWMP in which additional wastewater flows generated by the Town of Raynham may 
be conveyed to the City of Taunton for treatment. The City of Taunton is also presently 
implementing an extensive Inflow and Infiltration (111) removal program to alleviate treatment 
capacity issues. 

The project is undergoing review pursuant to Section 11.03 (5)(a)(3) and (5)(b)(2) of the 
MEPA regulations, because the project requires State permits and involves construction of sewer 
mains ten or more miles in length and the expansion of an existing wastewater treatment facility 
by the greater of 100,000 gpd or 10% of existing capacity (2.3 million gallons per day or 27%), 
respectively. The project is also subject to MEPA review under Section 11.03(1 l)(b), as the 
project will occur within a designated Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC), and 
Section 11.03(2)(b)(2) as the project may result in the "take" of an endangered. threatened or 
species of special concern within a designated Priority Site of Rare Species Habitat. 

It is anticipated that the project will require an Order of Conditions from the Taunton 
Conservation Commission, and in the case of an appeal, a Superseding Order of Conditions issued 
bv MassDEP: a Sewer Connection/Extension Permit from MassDEP: a Massachusetts Hiehwav 
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~ e ~ a r t m e n t  ( ~ a s s ~ i ~ h w a ~ )  Construction Permit; review under the Massachusetts Endangered 
Species Act (MESA) by the Massachusetts Department of Fisheries and Wildlife; and possibly 
M ~ ~ ~ D E P  ~ i k i t e d  PI& Approval. The projec; will also require a National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) Surface Water Discharge Permit Modification, a NPDES 
Construction General Permit, and a NPDES Remediation General Permit from the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA). 

The project will be financed in full or in part by State Revolving Funds issued by the 
Commonwealth. Therefore, MEPA jurisdiction for this project is broad and extends to all aspects 
of the project that are likely, directly or indirectly, to cause Damage to the Environment. 

Sewer Extensions During CWMP Process 

I note that the MassDEP has issued a policy guidance document entitled, "Guidance for 
Evaluating Sewer Extensions Within Communities Developing a Comprehensive Water Resources 
Management Plan." This guidance applies to sewer extensions and sewer connections greater than 
15,000 gallons per day (gpd) and supplements other review requirements of the MassDEP 
pursuant to 3 14 CMR 7.00. This policy guidance document contains the procedures and 
expectations for mitigation for sewer connection or extension permits Due to the length of 
preparation and review of a CWMP, any project that is advanced in Taunton prior to terminal 
MEPA action on this filing, and requires a MassDEP sewer extension or connection permit that 
has not already been approved by MassDEP at the time of the issuance of this Certificate, will 
have to file a Notice of Project Change @PC) to obtain Phase 1 waiver approval from MEPA 
prior to Taunton completing its EIR. on the CWMP. 


















