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ON THE 


THE NOTICE OF PROJECT CHANGE 


PROJECT NAME :Adams Farm Project 
MUNICIPALITY :Shrewsbury 
PROJECT WATERSHED :Assabet River 
EOEA NUMBER : 13429 
PROJECT PROPONENT :Brendon Properties Three Realty Trust 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR :November 8,2006 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L., c. 30, ss. 61-62H) 
and Section 11.06 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00), I determine that this Notice of 
Project Change @PC) requires the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). The 
proponent has requested a Phase I Waiver to allow the Adams Fain1 project to proceed with 
ongoing construction, pending the preparation of an EIR for the Adams Farm and Adams Farm I1 
("fulI-build") project described below. The Phase I Waiver Request was presented within the 
Notice of Proiect Change submittal WPC). In a Draft Record of Decision (DROD). also issued - - ,. 
today, I have proposed to grant a Phase I Waiver with conditions allowing the Adams Farm 
Project to proceed while the EIR for the fuI1-build project is being prepared. 

Proiect History 

In January 2005, the proponent submitted an Environmental Notification Form (ENF) 
(EOEA #13429) for the constructioli of the Adams Farm Project consisting of 90 age-restricted 
(restricted to occupants who are 55 years of age and older) residential condominium units, 
internal roadways, parking, utilities and stormwater management infrastructure. The Adams 
Farm project is located on a 40.6-acre site located on the east side of Route 140, north of its 
intersection with Gold Street. Access is provided via Gold Street. The Adams Farm project 
underwent concurrent review as a Notice of Project Change (NPC) for the Assabet River 
Consortium's Comprehensive Wastewater Management Plan (EOEA #12348). 
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EOEA #I3429 NPC Certificate 12/8/06 

A Secretary's Certificate was issued on February 7,2005 and found that the impacts of 
the Adams Farm project as proposed within MEPA jurisdiction did not warrant the preparation of 
an EIR. A separate Secretary's Certificate was also issued on February 7,2005 and found that 
the NPC did not warrant the preparation of an EIR and granted the proponent a Phase I waiver 
from the EIR requirement for the C~~nsortium. According to the proponent, approximately 70% 
of the Adams Farm I project has been constructed. 

Notice of Project Change - Adams 

As described in this second Notice of Project Change (2nd NPC), the proponent is 
proposing to construct the Adams Farm I1 residential condominium project. Similar to the Adams 
Farm project, which is also owned by the proponent, the Adams Farm I1 project consists of 34 
age-restricted (restricted to occupants who are 55 years of age and older) condominium units in 
17 separate buildings, and associated internal roadways, parking, utilities and stormwater 
management infrastructure on a 12.7-acre development parcel abutting Cherry Street in 
Shrewsbury. The Adams Farm I1 project wilI also require a Phase I waiver from the EIR 
requirement for the Assabet River C:onsortium. The project proponent has requested such a 
waiver in this 2"d NPC submittal and has provided additional information in support of that 
request. I will review the proponent's request for a Phase I Waiver from the EIR requirement for 
the Assabet River Consortium as part of the EIR review process that is required for this Adams 
Farm 11 project as described below. 

The Adams Farm I1 project requires a Sewer Connection Permit from the Department of 
Environmental Protection (MassDEP), a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) Permit from MassDEP and EPA, and an Order of Conditions from the Shrewsbury 
Conservation Commission. I note that according to the proponent, an Order of Conditions from 
the Shrewsbury Conservation Com~nission was issued for the Adams Farm and Adams Farm I1 
projects on November 2,2004, and June 20,2006. respectively. 

If blasting will be required during project construction, the proponent will need to prepare 
a blast design plan pursuant to the Hoard of Fire Protection Regulations (577 CMR 13.09) for the 
construction of roads, houses and utilities within the project site. Blasting mixtures that include 
perchlorate have been identified as the source of contamination in many Massachusetts public 
water supplies and thus should be prohibited from use in the project watershed. Because the 
proponent is not seeking financial assistance from the Commonwealth for the project, MEPA 
jurisdiction extends to those aspects of the project that may cause significant Damage to the 
Environment and that are within the: subject matter of required or potentially requires state 
permits. In this case, MEPA jurisdiction extends to issues of land alteration, wetlands and 
wastewater. 
















