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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


ENVIRONMENTAL NOTIFICATION FORM 


PROJECT NAME : Walgreen's Pharmacy 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY : Alnesbury 
PROJECT WATERSHED : Merrimack 
EOEA NUMBER : 14328 
PROJECT PROPONENT : Arista Development, LLC 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR : October 22.2008 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-621) and Section 
11.06 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 1 1.00), I hereby determine that this project does not 
require the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

As described in the Environmental Notification Form (ENF), the project involves the 
construction of a new one-story 14.468 square foot (sf) Walgreen's Pharmacy with drive-thru 
service, on a 4.5 1-acre parcel of property located on Macy Street (Route 110) between Route 95 
and Route 495 in Amesbury. The project includes the construction of 49 surface parking spaces, 
and supporting utilities and stormwater management infrastructure. Site access will be provided 
directly from Macy Street. The project's estimated potable water supply need and wastewater 
flows. approximately 724 gallons per day (gpd) respectively, will be served by the Town of 
Amesbury. 

Jursidiction 

The project is subject to environmental review pursuant to 301 CMR 11.03 (3)(b)(l)(d) of the 
MEPA regulations because the project involves the alteration of 5,000 or more square feet 
bordering vegetated wetlands (BVW). 
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The project will require a 401 Water Quality Certification from MassDEP, a Programmatic 
General Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) pursuant to Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act, and an Order of Conditions from the Amesbury Conservation Commission 
(and hence Superseding Order(s) from MassDEP if any local Orders were appealed). The project 
will also require a vehicular access permit from the Executive Office of Transportation (EOT). 
The project must comply with the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
General Permit for stormwater discharges from a construction site of over one acre from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

The Proponent is not seeking state funding or financial assistance for the proposed project. 
MEPA jurisdiction therefore is limited to those aspects of the project within the subject matter of 
any required or potentially required state permits that have the potential to cause significant 
Damage to the Environment as defined in the MEPA regulations including traffic, wetlands, and 
water quality. 

Future Development Parcel 

The project site is comprised of approximately 2.8 acres of commercially-zoned land and 
approximately 1.7 acres of residentially-zoned land. As currently proposed, the Walgreen's 
Pharmacy project will be located entirely within the commercially-zoned development parcel. 
The Proponent has no plans to develop the remaining residential land. According to additional 
information the Proponent has provided to the MEPA Office, the residential-zoned parcel 
consists of forested upland area and is located in an R-20 zoning district which requires a 
minimum of 20,000 SF lots with 150 feet of frontage each. Upon completion of construction of 
the Walgreen's Pharmacy project, the remaining residential parcel will be without sufficient 
frontage for development under current zoning. 

Wetlands 

As described in the ENF, the project will result in permanent impacts to approximately 8,614 
sf of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (BVW) and 135 linear feet (If) of bank associated with an 
intermittent stream to accommodate the construction of project's site driveway from Macy Street. 
The project is being proposed as a limited project under the wetlands protection regulations (310 
CMR 10.53(3)(e)) to construct a driveway from a public way across BVW to access developable 
uplands. The project will also involve the alteration of approximately 1.85 acres of the 100-ft 
wetlands buffer area resulting from site grading and roadway construction, buildings, and 
stormwater management infrastructure. The Proponent has proposed to construct approximately 
17,000 sf of on-site wetlands replication area (a ratio of 2: 1) to be located in four separate 
locations adjacent to existing BVW resource areas in the eastern half of the project site. 










