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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 
ON THE 

EXPANDED ENVIRONMENTAL NOTIFICATION FORM 

PROJECT NAME : Red LineBlue Line Connector 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY : Boston 
PROJECT WATERSHED : Boston Harbor 
EEA NUMBER : 14101 
PROJECT PROPONENT : Executive Office of Transportation 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR : September 25,2007 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Section 1 1.03 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 1 1.00), I hereby determine that this project 
requires the preparation of a mandatory Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

Project Description 

As described in the Expanded Environmental Notification Form (EENF), the project 
consists of the extension of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority's (MBTA) Blue 
Line under Cambridge Street to CharlesIMGH Station. The project beings at the Government 
Center Station Blue Line platform and extends to the connection with the new CharlesIMGH 
Station headhouse. The project consists of at least three major components: 1) the realignment 
of the westbound Blue Line track though Bowdoin Station including the widening of the existing 
tunnel and the closure of the existing Bowdoin Station, 2) a new 1,400 foot rapid transit tunnel 
extending the Blue Line under Cambridge Street, from Joy Street to Charles Circles, and 3) a 
new underground Blue Line Station connected to the existing CharlesJMGH Station headhouse. 
The project may also include the construction of a new Bowdoin Station accompanied by 
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additional modifications to existing tunnels. The entire project, with the exception of parts of 
Bowdoin Station, lies within the right-of-way of Cambridge Street. 

As described in the EENF, the project is an initiative of the Executive Office of 
Transportation (EOT) in coordination with the MBTA to implement enhancements to transit 
services that will improve mobility and regional access for the residents of East Boston and 
North Shore communities and the residents of Cambridge and the northwestern suburbs. This 
project is expected to boost transit ridership, reduce automobile travel through downtown, 
improve air quality, and reduce congestion in the existing downtown transfer stations. 

Design of the project is included in the latest revision of the State Implementation Plan 
(SIP). The SIP contains procedures and programs to monitor, control, maintain, and enforce 
compliance with all national air quality standards per the Clean Air Act. The Red LineIBlue 
Line Connector is a specific project outlined in the SIP; a project proposed in association with 
mitigation commitments from the Central ArteryITunnel (CNT) project. According to the 
EENF, MassDEP has promulgated a new set of transit regulations (3 10 CMR 7.36) and 
submitted them to the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) as a SIP 
revision. These revisions include a commitment to complete the final design of the project by 
the end of 201 1. The SIP revisions are presently under review by the U.S. EPA. 

The majority of comment letters I received were generally supportive of the project's 
goal of enhancing access to public transportation and alleviating vehicle trips within the 
downtown Boston core. This project is seen by many as vital to the enhancement of the transit 
system and important to serving major employment centers via rapid transit service. While the 
merits of the project appear to have received positive support, comments were received that 
focused on construction period impacts, ongoing noise and vibration, and maintaining 
groundwater levels. Another concern echoed by several commenters is the integration of this 
project into the larger scheme of major transportation infrastructure improvements slated for the 
Beacon HillIWest EndIBack Bay region. I am confident that EOT and the MBTA can and will 
address these issues responsibly and thoroughly. The key to the project's overall success will be 
proactive coordination with State agencies, the City of Boston, neighborhoods and abutters to 
ensure that it balances appropriately the adequacy of transit access with mitigation. 

Jurisdiction and Permitting 

The project is undergoing review pursuant to Section 1 1.03(6)(a)(5) because the project 
is being undertaken by a State Agency and will result in the construction of a new rail or rapid 
transit line along a new, unused or abandoned right-of-way for transportation of passengers or 
freight. The project will require an access permit from the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) for work affecting Charles Circle. The project will also require a National 
Pollution Discharge Elimination System General Permit from the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA). The MBTA will own and operate the project; the MBTA is 
generally exempt from the requirements of municipal permitting programs. 
























