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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 


PROJECT NAME : Installation of Line 134 and Substation Improvement 
(within an existing Right-of-way #240) 


PROJECT MUNICIPALITY : Carver, Middleborough, Rochester and Wareham 

PROJECT WATERSHED : Buzzards Bay 

EEA NUMBER : 14030 

PROJECT PROPONENT : NSTAR Electric (NSTAR) 

DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR : October 9,2007 


As Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs, I hereby determine that the Final 
Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) submitted on this project adequately and properly 
complies with the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (M.G.L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and with 
its implementing regulations (301 CMR 11.00). Because the Draft EIR (DElR) adequately 
addressed the substantive issues of the Scope, I reviewed the DEIR as a Final EIR in accordance 
with the provisions of the MEPA regulations at 301 CMR 11.03(8)(8)(b)(2)(a). The FEIR was 
noticed in the October 9, 2007 issue of the Environmental Monitor and was subject to a 30-day 
comment period. Comment letters were received fiom the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection (MassDEP) and the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, Natural 
Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP). 

The project as proposed in the Environmental Notification Form (ENF) consists of 
construction and operation of new 115 kv line along an existing Right-of-way (ROW number 
240) from the NSTAR substation site in Carver to the "Tremont" substation in Wareham. 
According to the Draft EIR, the project will result in temporary impacts to 35,640 square feet 
(0.82 acres) of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (BVW) associated with use of swamp mats and 
fill, and access to poles. The project also involves alteration of 2.6 acres of land due to 
installation of new electrical equipment required at the Carver substation site. The purpose of the 
project is to increase capacity and reliability of the transmission system and it will include 
installation of a new transmission line (Line 134) on existing structures along the ROW. The 
existing ROW and transmission system underwent MEPA review previously (EEA# 6273). 
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EEA# 14030 FElR Certificate 11115107 

The project is undergoing environmental review because it requires state agency action 
and meets or exceeds MEPA review thresholds. At the time of Environmental Notification 
(ENF) filing, the project required preparation of a mandatory EIR pursuant to Section 
1 1.03(3)(a)(l)(a) because it involved alteration of more than one acre of Bordering Vegetated 
Wetlands (BVW). The prqject as proposed in the DElR does not exceed a mandatory EIR 
threshold. The project is undergoing review pursuant to Section 11.03(2)(b)(2) because it may 
involve a taking of a state-listed threatened species on aproject site greater than two acres that 
includes an area mapped as Priority Habitat, Section1 l.O3(3)(b) because it will result in 
alteration of more than 5,000 sf of BVW, and Section 11.03(10)(b)(2) because it may involve 
destruction of archaeological sites listed in the Inventory of Historic and Archaeological Assets 
of the Commonwealth. 

The project requires a 401 Water Quality Certification from the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) and a MassHighway Permit for 
construction within the Route 44 highway layout. The project may require a Conservation and 
Management Permit from the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, Natural Heritage and 
Endangered Species Program (NHESP). The project requires an Order of Conditions from the 
Conservation Commissions of the Towns of Carver, Wareham, Middleborough, and Rochester 
(and, on appeal only, a Superseding Order from MassDEP). The proponent will file a Petition 
under M.G.L. c. 164, Section 72 with the Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities (DPU) 
and a request for Zoning Exemption under M.G.L. c.40, Section 3. The project requires a 
Category 2 Programmatic Permit (PGP) under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. The project 
is subject to Section 106 review by the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC). The 
project may also require a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
Construction Activities Permit from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

The project does not involve financial assistance from the Commonwealth. Therefore, 
MEPA jurisdiction applies to those aspects of the project, within the subject matter of required or 
potentially required Permits that may cause Damage to the Environment as defined in the MEPA 
regulations. In this case, MEPA jurisdiction extends to wetlands, water quality, rare species, 
transportation, and archaeological and historical resources. 

DEIFUFEIR REVIEW 

Wetlands 

The DEIFUFEIR includes additional information on wetlands resources in the pro.ject area 
and proposes altemativc construction methodologies and access routes, which will limit vehicle 
access and reduce wetlands impacts from 4.4 acres (as proposed in the ENF) to 0.82 acres. As 
fi~rther detailed in the DElFUFEIR, pole to pole vehicle access has been eliminated in areas 
where large, deep wetlands and watercourses occur. Alternative methods to string transmission 
lines, such as access by foot, small boat, or helicopter, will be used. Swamp mats will be used to 
cross wetlands where necessary. 






