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November 8,2007 

CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 
ON THE 

ENVIRONMENTAL NOTIFICATION FORM 

PROJECT NAME : Genzyme Corporation-Allston Landing Facility 
Manufacturing Expansion 

PROJECT MUNICIPALITY : Boston (Allston) 
PROJECT WATERSHED : Charles River 
EOEA NUMBER : 14108 
PROJECT PROPONENT : Genzyme Corporation 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR : October 9,2007 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Section 1 1.06 of the MEPA regulations (30 1 CMR 1 1-00), I hereby determine that this project 
does not require the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

As described in the Environmental Notification Form (ENF), the proposed project 
consists of a two-phase expansion to the existing Genzyme-Allston Landing facility. The 
existing facility is referred to as Phase I in the ENF. Phase I1 consists of a 130,000 square foot 
(sf) building expansion, installation of three new emergency generators, and construction of 1 13 
new parking spaces. The Phase I1 expansion includes a combined heat and power plant and 
approximately 105,000 sf of office and manufacturing support areas (including a cafeteria). 
Phase I11 includes construction of a 500-space structured parking garage and a 60,000 
sf expansion for manufacturing operations. 

According to the ENF, the proposed expansion will result in 570 new vehicle trips per 
day (for a total of 1,770) and 288 new parking spaces (for a total of 500 spaces). Impervious area 
will increase from an existing 4.4 acres to 6.1 acres (Phase 11) and will be reduced to 5.5 acres in 
Phase 111 (due to consolidation of parking into a multi-structured garage). Water use will increase 
fi-om 179,000 gallons per day (gpd) to 192,000 gpd (Phase 11) and 261,000 gpd (Phase 111). 
Wastewater generation will increase from 132,000 gpd to 144,000 gpd (Phase 11) and 188,000 
gpd (Phase 111). 
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The proponent previously filed an ENF for the project, which was noticed in the 
December 24, 199 1 issue of the Environmental Monitor. The project proposed consisted of the 
development of 480,000 sf of biotechnology manufacturing and Research and Development 
(R&D)/corporate headquarters space on an 8.96-acre site, with 760 parking spaces (the corporate 
headquarters was subsequently constructed at 500 Kendall Street in Cambridge). The Certificate 
on the ENF (dated March 2, 1992) required an EIR and noted that a waiver was granted to allow 
commencement of the first phase of the project prior to completion of the EIR. As noted in the 
ENF Certificate, the project was categorically included for preparation of an EIR because it 
involved transfer of land from a state agency and was likely to generate more than 3,000 vehicle 
trips per day. A Final Record of Decision (FROD) granting the Phase I waiver was also issued 
on March 2, 1992. The proposed Phase I consisted of 90,000 sf of manufacturing space and 120 
parking spaces. According to the ENF, traffic impacts were estimated at 350 vehicle trips per day 
(tpd) for Phase I and 3,116 tpd for full build-out. The proponent subsequently filed a notification 
of project change in a letter dated April 3, 1992, describing an increase in building space from 
90,000 sf to 159,000 sf to meet additional mechanical and circulation space requirements. No 
further MEPA review was required for the proposed change as further detailed in a letter from 
the MEPA Office dated April 6,1992. 

Phase I project construction began in 1992 and was substantially completed by June 
1994. The proponent filed a Notice of Project Change (NPC) in 2006. As described in the NPC, 
the project change entailed elimination of all subsequent phases from the project development 
program because lease rights with the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority (MTA) had expired. As 
further detailed in the Certificate on the NPC (dated September 14,2006) the proposed project 
change was found to be insignificant. No further review of the project under MEPA was required 
and the previous requirement to submit an EIR was rescinded. 

MEPA Jurisdiction and Permitting 

The Scope for the EIR was rescinded on the basis that no further development was 
proposed for the site (NPC Certificate, September 14,2006). However, the most recent ENF 
filed by the proponent (EEA# 141 08) proposes construction of two additional phases of the 
project. In accordance with 301 CMR 11.01(2)(c), I shall consider the entirety of the project 
including Phase I and any likely future expansion during MEPA review. 

The project initially required a mandatory EIR because it was likely to exceed 3,000 
vehicle trips per day. MEPA jurisdiction was broad due to the state agency land transfer from 
MTA. The proponent's revised analysis of potential traffic impacts indicates that trip generation 
for the proposed full build-out (1,770 tpd) will be substantially less than the mandatory EIR 
threshold of 3,000 tpd. I acknowledge the comments from the Metropolitan Area Planning 
Council (MAPC) which indicate that the project would exceed mandatory EIR threshold for 
traffic based on the proposed square footage and use of Institute of Transportation Engineers 
(ITE) trip generation rates for an R&D facility. I have considered the comments of MAPC and 












