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FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 


PROJECT NAME :Quincy High School 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY :Quincy 
PROJECT WATERSHED :Boston Harbor 
EOEA NUMBER : 12982 
PROJECT PROPONENT :The City of Quincy 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR : September 26,2006 

As Secretary of Environmental Affairs, I hereby determine that the Final Environmental 
Impact Report (FEIR) submitted on this project adequately and properly complies with the 
Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (M.G.L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and with its implementing 
regulations (301 CMR 1 1.00). 

The proposed project consists of construction of a new 330,000 square-foot high school, 
as well as reconstruction of approximately 350 parking spaces and existing athletic and 
recreational fields. The project involves demolition of the existing Center for Technical 
Education (CTE) building and the rear and side portions of the historic Quincy High School 
(QHS) building. The main portion of the QHS complex on Coddington Street will be retained by 
the City of Quincy. The City will endeavor to adaptively reuse the remaining portion of the 
historic QHS for municipal purposes. The project will also include closure of Woodward 
Avenue, which will become part of the new high school site. 

The project has changed substantially since the filing of the Draft Environmental Impact 
Report (DEIR). The Central Middle School is no longer a component of the project and the 
location of new high school construction has been moved to the southwest. In addition, the 
project no longer involves enlargement of athletic fields and parking areas, but will instead 
replace existing facilities. These changes have resulted in avoidance of the majority of wetlands 
impacts previously anticipated. The project as proposed in the DEIR would have resulted in 
approximately 4 acres of vegetated wetlands alteration in the Faxon Field portion of the site. The 
current proposal, as described in the FEIR, involves less than 5,000 sf of wetlands resource area 
alteration. The project as proposed in the FEIR is being designed to match existing impervious 
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coverage to the maximum extent possible, and will result in an increase of approximately 0.8 
acres of impervious area compared with existing conditions. The project will be located mainly 
on previously altered land associated with existing buildings, parking areas and athletic and 
recreation fields. The project will adversely affect a state-listed historic structure due to 
demolition of portions of the historic Quincy High School. 

The project requires a Sewer Connection Permit from the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection (MassDEP). A Superseding Order of Resource Area Delineation 
(SORAD) and a Superseding Determination of Applicability (SDA) for on-site wetlands were 
issued by MassDEP (March 22,2005). The project is currently under review by the 
Commonwealth Division of Administrative Law Appeals (DALA) due to appeal of the SORAD 
and SDA, and a final adjudication on the appeals has yet to be made. The project requires an 
Order of Conditions from the Quincy Conservation Commission (and, on appeal only, a 
Superseding Order of Conditions from MassDEP). The project requires a 401 Water Quality 
Certification (as provided for under 3 14 CMR 9.00, the Order of Conditions may serve as the 
401 Water Quality Certification for projects involving less than 5,000 sf of wetlands alteration in 
lieu of an individual application to MassDEP). The project is subject to review by the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The project requires a Programmatic General Permit, 
Category 1 under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, from USACE and a National Pollutant 
Discharge and Elimination System (NPDES) Permit from the EPA. The project is also subject to 
review and requires various permits and approvals from the City of Quincy. 

The project, as proposed in the DEIR, was subject to a mandatory EIR because it required 
a Variance from the Wetlands Protection Act from MassDEP for alteration of more than 5,000 sf 
of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (T3VW). The requirement for a Variance is no longer 
applicable to the project as proposed in the FEIR. A Chapter 91 License and Massachusetts 
Coastal Zone Management Federal Consistency Review, which were also applicable at the time 
of the DEIR filing, are no longer required. The project is under MEPA review pursuant to 
Section 11.03 (10)(b)(2) because it will involve demolition of portions of a Historic Structure 
located in an historic district and listed in the State Register of Historic Places. 

The proponent is seeking cost reimbursement from the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority for the proposed new high school. Therefore, MEPA jurisdiction is broad and extends 
to all aspects of the project with the potential to cause damage to the environment as defined in 
the MEPA regulations. 

Alternatives 

The FEIR discusses alternatives considered at the ENF and DEIR stage, which included a 
larger project with a middle school, alternative project locations, and site layout options with 
varying levels of wetlands and impervious area impacts. Additional alternatives considered in 
the FEIR include: 

Rehabilitation and reuse of all, or part of, the existing Quincy High School (QHS); 
Relocation of QHS to a location other than Faxon Field; 










