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Pursuant to the iv la~~chuset ts  Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c, 3G.  ss. 61-621;) and 
Scctii>n 11.06 of tile h4EPA regulations 1.301 CMR 1 1.OO), I deterniine that this prajccl do-LS nnl 
rcquirc the preparation of an Environnier,tal !mpact Repol? (ElK). 

Accc~rding to the En~ironmentai lu'otifIra~ion Form (EN).'), the project consists of ths 
dretlginglrernoval of approximately 23,0(~0cublc yards (cy) of sedimect from an area ~f 3.39 
ac:+cs of .4llen Pond. The excess sellirne::t w:is caused by ilpstream impacts fiom a 
g:.avelie?rravario:i operation that hxs sirce own iinsiii. The past accumulation of sediment has 
rcd:iczd )he vclume r.f :he poi~d acd co!~vel-rt:d :.an:; \.in.der Water (1.UW) into F3order:ng 
. 7\l:grta<C,~ ctland (BV'd'). 'The yropuncn! is :)ropo::lng this BVW !o dcep marsh. I: - p + r a ~ , l G r  to cor:vc:-t 

woaill reducc thc overall sedimt:nt that has acc\m~~lialcd restore tlie in the pond, al.ld it ~ o l i l d  
?ond de,pthistorage capacit.j. 'i'hc Pond's carrent sttirage capaci:?: is about 1.8 million gallons. 
.and thc dredging would increase stora:<e capaci? to ahout 4.6 r:lillion gallor~s. 1:is used as an 
irrigation resource for the w!fcr>~lrse. Thc project \\,ill rcstore A;len Pond as ;watcr supply and 
a fisheries resource. The current UV\t' area of the I'ond supports :~uisance/ir~vasive aquatic 
spr-cies. Aiien Peru? is appr~xiniately 3.5 acres in ;.;-e:i. It is an impounded pond that is located in 
a 95-zcrs golf cccrsc. 

The projec! is sub!est ra review pn?suail: lo Sections 11.03(3)(b)(l)(b), 1l.O3(3)(b)(l){~!)~ 
1 1 .r33(3)jb)(! j(C)> 11.03(3)(b);3), aiid 1 ,.03(3)(h)(4) of the MEPA regulatioils because the 
projee: aitels 5013 oi more linear i'ee: oi'bani;, aireis 5,000 or more square feet jsi) of BVW, alters 
0.5 or more acres of other wetland, inch~de? tlx dredging of 10,000 or niore cy of materia!. 
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and includes the disposal of 10.000 or more cy of dredged material. A 401 Water Quality 
Certificate will be required from the Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP). The 
project may have to comply with the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
General Permit for stormwater discharges from a construction site and dewatering activities. It 
will require a Section 404 Dredging Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. An Order of 
Conditions will be required from the Walpole Conservation Commission as a "limited" project 
for impacts to wetland resource areas and buffer zones. MEPA jurisdiction is limited to those 
aspects of the project within the subject mattcr of state permits and that may cause Damage to the 
Environment. as defined in the MEPA regulations (in this case: dredging, wctlands, and 
stormwater). 

According to the proponent, the projcct would affect approximately 748 if of Bank 
(temporary), 35,457 sf of BVW (permanent). 23,000 cy of scdiment from a 147,614 sf area of 
LUW) (permanent), and 24,397 sf of Riverfront Area (tetnporaly). The proponent is proposing 
these temporary impacts and in-place restoration of wetland areas. The 23,000 cy of dredged 
material will he dewatered and beneficially used on-site for nonstructural fill and landscaping. 
The pond drawdown would occur between November I and December 1. It would he scheduled 
over two seasons to reduce impacts. The pond refill would he completed by April I. During 
drawdown and refill, upstream and downstream flow rates from the pond will he managed by the 
proponent to ensure sufficient flow rates in order to maintain fisheries resources. 

Since the project exceeds the allowable wildlife thresholds for Bank and LUW, the 
proponent should submit a wildlife habitat evaluation demonstrating that there will be no adverse 
effects on wildlife habitat. I recommend that the proponent comply with the Massachusetts 
Stormwater Management Regulations for the project site. 

The proponent has a Water Management Act (WMA) Permit that allows it to withdraw 
21 million gallons per year or 100,000 gallons per day from Allen Pond to irrigate the golf 
course. The WMA will expire on February 28,2010. 

Based on a review of the information provided by the proponent, a review of the 
comment letters, and after consultation with the relevant public agencies, I find that the potential 
impacts of this project do not warrant the preparation of an EIR. MassDEP and the local agencies 
have sufficient permitting authority to resolve any potential environmental impacts. No hrther 
MEPA review is required. 

Se-otember 26.2008 
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