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ENSiIRONiME;VTAi, NOTlFICA7'ION FORM 

PROJECT NAhlE .: Neponset I?.iver Restoration Master Plan - Phase 1: 
PROJZCT MUNICIPi*ILITY : Bostnn and Milton 
PROJECT L'ATERSI-IED : Neponset River 

" SEA NUMBER i4305 
PRO!EC'S PROPONENT : Deprtmenl of Conservatitm and Recre~tion 
IiAl'E NOTICED IN MONITOR : .4ugust 27,2009 

Palrsuen: t~ the Massa~husetts Eii~vi~rwunentalPolicy Acc ((3. L. c. 30, s:;. 61-62Ij arid 
Section 11.36 nfthe MEPA regr~lations (301 CMK. 11.00), I determine that this project does not 
reqi~irethe preparation of an Environmental Impact Iteport (EIR). 

According to the Envirum~enlal Notification Form (EN7),the proposed project consists 
c.1 ihe constmciion of Phase I1 of the Nrponset River Kestoyation Master Plan, which is 
c:or;?j)rised nf an apprcximately eight..Sool -.vicic primary path of5.5 miles with secondaq and. 
:ertia~y trai!s and a greenway of 125 acres aiong the 3lcpo;?set River fi;onl the Lower Neponse: 
River Re:ie~vatiorc Cjreenway to Paul's ilridg: oi: Lhe '?fc;ponset Valley Parkway with i 1 rni!es of 
r.i\fcrS:i~~ksThe Lower Keponsct River Kcscrvation Greenway currentiy temn:inates at Csntral 
i~venilcon the i'AiltomTRoston !he. l'hr projsct includes a plimit-y.bituminous trail, a secondary 
traii and a tertiary trail. It provides scenic overlooksl newr canoe landings, canoe and kaya!; 
r3mps, a bridge over the river. parking facilities: conscrviltton erhanc::ments, signage arid 
interpretive elements. The proponent will fund the project incremenrally over a 10.15 y-ear 
period. 

The pioponent has available funding for Phase IIA i i o n ~  the IICP. Field House near 
Mattapan Square to :he blartini Sliell in liyde I'ark. Phzse IiA of the Greenway is approximately 
14,?00 linear feet (It] or 2.8 r:ilss. 'She portion of the Greenway from Dans Avenue to 
appmximately 1,300 feet north of Faimlora Avenue is excluded from this Phase !1A. Phase IlB of 
the pro-ject inclildes the a-ca betwezn Central Avenric and h.fs!tapan Square; the poaion of the 
Greenway from Dana .4venue to approsimaie!y 1,300 feet nafill of Fairmont Avenue, and the 
area from the Martici SheI!. to Paul's Dridgz. The proponent has noi finalized its preferred 
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alternative for Phase IIB. In 1996, Phase I of the Neponset River Reservation Master Plan was 
submitted for MEPA review as EOEA # 10664. 

The project is subject to review pursuant to Sections 11,03(l)(b)(I), 11,03(l)(b)(2), 
11.03(3)(b)(l)(d), 11.03(3)(b)(l)(f), and 11.03(6)(b)(2)(c) of the MEPA regulations because the 
project alters 25 or more acres of land, creates five or more acres of impervious area, alters 5,000 
or more square feet of bordering vegetated wetlands (BVW), alters greater than 0.5 acres of other 
wetlands, includes the cutting of more than five living public shade trees. A Chapter 91 
Waterways License for a new boat (canoe and kayak) ramps at the Martini Shell Park and the 
Greenway bridge over the River and trail system will be required from the Department of 
Environmental Protection (MassDEP). The project may also require a Section 401 Water Quality 
Certificate from MassDEP. It will require the overall review of the project by the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission (MHC) under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966. Both the Truman Parkway and Neponset Valley Parkway are listed on the State and 
National Registers of Historic Places. The project will require Orders of Conditions from the 
Boston and Milton Conservation Commissions. The proponent will be seeking these Orders as a 
"limited project under the Wetlands Protection Act. The project will need a Section 10 Permit 
and a Section 404 Programmatic General Permit from the U.S Army Corps of Engineers. It may 
also have to comply with the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
General Permit for stormwater discharges from a construction site from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. Because an agency of the Commonwealth is the proponent, MEPA 
jurisdiction extends to all aspects of the project that may cause Damage to the Environment, as 
defined in the MEPA regulations. 

According to the proponent, the proposed project would affect approximately 215 If of 
Bank, 13,000 square feet (sf) of BVW, 32,300 sf of Bordering Land Subject to Flooding (BLSF), 
and 145,800 sf of Riverfront Area (RA). The Boston Conservation Commission will be 
reviewing potential impacts of approximately 75 if of Bank, 13,000 sf of BVW, 32,300 sf of 
BLSF, and 25,500 sf of RA. The Milton Conservation Commission will be reviewing potential 
impacts of approximately 140 lf of Bank and 120,300 sf of RA. The majority of the proposed 
impacts to wetland resource areas will occur during Phase IIB. The proponent has committed to 
replicate BVW on a one-to-one basis at a minimum. It will assess appropriate locations along the 
Neponset River for the development of new BVW and consult with both the Boston and Milton 
Conservation Commissions. The NPC that will be submitted for Phase IIB will outline these 
areas in detail. 

The quality of stormwater runoff generated by the project will be improved by the 
implementation of Best Management Practices. Existing site runoff is sheet flow. The project - - A - 
will create approximately 6.3 acres of impervious area. The Greenway design incorporates a two- 
foot wide infiltration trench along the length of the pathway that will provide stormwater - - 
treatment, groundwater recharge, and attenuation. Overtlow from the trenches will overtop the 




