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ON THE 


DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORTINOTICE OF PROJECT CHANGE 


PROJECT NAME: Russell Biomass Power Plant 

PROJECT LOCATION: Russell 

PROJECT WATERSHED: Westfield 

EEA NUMBER: 13635 

PROJECT PROPONENT: Russell Biomass LLC 

DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR: July 11,2007 


Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Section 1 1.08 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00), 1 hereby determine that the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) submitted on this project adequately and properly 
complies with the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) . . 
and with its implementing regulations (301 CMR 11.00). he Proponent may prepare the ~ i n a l  
Environmental lmpact Report (FEIR) for review. The Proponent has also submitted a Notice of 
Project Change (NPC) to the MEPA Office. The Scope for the FEIR outlined in this Certificate 
reflects changes to the project described in the NPC. 

Proiect Description 

As presented in the DEIR, the project involves the construction of a 50-megawatt (MW) 
(nominal net design output) biomass-fired power plant, on an approximately 20-acre site in 
Russell, MA. Approximately 510,000 tons of biomass wood fuel will be consumed annually to 
produce heat to drive the turbine to generate electricity. The energy generated from the facility 
will be transmitted to the existing electrical grid and the net annual energy production will be 
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approximately 400,000,000 kilowatt hours (kwh). Power will be transported from the plant to an 
interconnection point in Westfield at Western Massachusetts Electric Company's (WMECO's) 
existing 115 kilovolt (kV) transmission line via a new approximately 5.3 mile 115 kV 
transmission line. 

The facility will consists of a complete fuel receiving and handling system, either a single 
fluidized bubbling bed boiler (BFB) or a stoker fired boiler, a single condensing turbine, a 
mechanical draft evaporative cooling tower withdrawing water from the Westfield River via an 
existing intake structure, air and water quality control systems, an ultra low sulfur distillate fuel 
oil or biodiesel boiler start up system, and auxiliaries typical of a stand alone power generating 
station. 

Treated industrial wastewater and some stormwater will be discharged at a point on the 
east bank of the Westfield River approximately 500 feet downstream of the Indian River Hydro 
Dam. An existing municipal water main supplies potable water to the site. On site subsurface 
sewage disposal will be utilized to treat sanitary wastewater. A stormwater management system 
will be constructed on site to collect, detain and treat stormwater flows. 

Transportation of wood fuel to the site will necessitate approximately 75 to 80 deliveries 
daily via Main Street of Russell to supply the required 2,000 tons of fuel per day. Ash, the by- 
product from burning wood fuel, will be trucked from the site. The Proponent has estimated that 
the project will generate a total of 222 new daily vehicle trips consisting of round trips of 75 to 
80 wood fuel trucks, 4 ash-disposal trucks, 4 logging trucks, and the vehicles of 23 permanent 
employees. 

The site consists of a large open area at the base of Shatterack Mountain in Russell, MA. 
The parcel is the site of the former Westfield River Paper Company. The mill complex has been 
abandoned since its shutdown in 1994. Former paper mill buildings and infrastructure occupy the 
central portion of the site. Areas on the north end of the site not currently covered with buildings 
or pavement are primarily used for the temporary storage of timber products associated with the 
current Hull Forest Products lease on the site. Since 2000, there have also been gravel removal 
operations at the site. The site is bounded by industrial uses and vacant land. To the west, CSX 
active railroad tracks, the Indian River Power Supply hydroelectric facility and the Westfield 
River bound the site. To the south, east and north the site is bounded by undeveloped forested 
land, portions of which are owned by the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 
(DFW). 

Jurisdiction and Permitting 

The project is undergoing environmental review and is subject to the preparation of a 
mandatory EIR pursuant to the following sections of the MEPA regulations: 

- Section 11.03(1 )(a)(l): Direct alteration of 50 or more acres of land associated with the 
construction of the transmission line. 




























































































