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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


ENVIRONMENTAL NOTIFICATION FORM 


PROJECT NAME :Retail Plaza Redevelopment 

PROJECT MUNICIPALITY :Lowell 

PROJECT WATERSHED :Merrimack 

EOEA NUMBER : 14063 

PROJECT PROPONENT :Target Corporation 

DATE NOTICED IN MONlTOR :July 25,2007 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Section 11.06 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00), I hereby determine that this project 
does not require the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report. 

As described in the Environmental Notification Form ( E m ) ,  the project involves the 
demolition of an existing 92,000 square foot (sf) former Hannaford Brothers Supermarket 
building, and the construction of a new 138,000 sf Target retail building within an existing retail 
p l a a  located on a 22.9-acre parcel of property on Plain Street in Lowell. The project includes 
the construction of 53 additional surface parking spaces (1,064 spaces total), and supporting 
stormwater management infrastructure. Primary site access will be provided directly from Plain 
Street. The project will also maintain an existing secondary site drive from Payton Street. The 
western portion of the project site abuts wetland resource areas that are tributary to River 
Meadow Brook. ?he project's estimated potable water supply needs, and wastewater flows 
(approximately 30,580 gallons per day (gpd) and 27,800 gpd) respectively, will be served by the 
City of Lowell. 



ENF Certificate August 24,2007 

The project is subject to environmental review pursuant to 301 CMR 11.03 (6)(b)(13) of the 
MEPA regulations because the project will result in the generation of 2000 or more new vehicle 
trips per day (vtd) (2,556 total new daily trips) on roadways providing access to a single 
location. The project will require a 401 Water Quality Certification from MassDEP and an Order 
of Conditions from the Lowell Conservation Commission (and hence Superseding Order(s) from 
MassDEP if any local Orders were appealed). The project will also require an indirect access 
permit from the Massachusetts Highway Department (MHD) for indirect access to the Lowell 
Connector. The project must comply with the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) General Permit for stormwater discharges from a construction site of over one acre 
from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The proponent should also consult with 
MassDEP regarding the recycling of demolition debris, and the proper management of asbestos, 
which may be encountered during the proponent's demolition activities. 

The proponent is not seeking state funding or financial assistance for the proposed project. 
MEPA jurisdiction therefore is limited to those aspects of the project within the subject matter of 
any required or potentially required state permits that have the potential to produce significant 
damage to the environment (traffic, and water quality). 

Traffic 

Using the Institute of Traffic Engineers Trip Generation land use code 820 for Shopping 
Center, the project is estimated to generate a total of approximately 2,566 new vehicle trips on 
the average weekday. In their comments, MHD has requested that the proponent reexamine the 
project's trip distribution and traffic impacts on the study area intersections to include the 
vehicle trips and traffic impacts on Plain Street anticipated from the proposed Lowe's Home 
Improvement Store (EEA # I  3846). The proponent should also obtain detailed crash data for the 
Lowell ConnectorPlain Street interchange from the Lowell Police Department to determine the 
need, if any, for traffic signalization at the Lowell Connector southbound ramps. 

&kine and Site Layout 
Parking at the site is proposed to include approximately a total of 1,064 on-site surface 

parking spaces (3.91 parking spaces per 1,000 sf retail space). According to the proponent, the 
number of proposed parking spaces is greater than the amount required under local zoning (2.0 
parking spaces er 1,000 sf retail space). The proposed parking space plan is consistent with 
current industry standards and is necessary to support the proposed project. 

The proponent has committed to install a fully-actuated traffic control signal at the Plain 
StreetLowell Connector northbound odoff ramp, and to coordinate its timing with the existing 
traffic signal located at the site driveplain StreetNFW driveway intersections. The proponent 
has also committed to install signal conduit at the Plain Street&owell Connector southbound 
odoff ramps intersection to accommodate the future installation of a traffic control signal if 
warranted in the future. 
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