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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


ENVIRONMENTAL NOTIFICATION FORM 


PROJECT NAME :Ministers Point Revetment 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY :Chatham 
PROJECT WATERSHED :Cape Cod 
EEA NUMl3ER : 14061 
PROECT PROPONENT :Gerald Milden and Mary Holmes 
'DATE NOTICED INMONITOR :July 25,2007 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Section 11.03 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00), I hereby determine that this project 
does not require the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

As described in the Environmental Notification Form (ENF), this project involves the 
removal of existing timber bulkheads and the construction of stone revetments at 2,24 and 26 
Salt Pond Road inNorth Chatham. The project area contains approximately 750 feet of 
shoreline; 245 feet of which are occupied by existing licensed stone revetments and 
approximately 505 feet of which are occupied by hvo existing licensed timber bulkheads. The 
project site is located on Chatham Harbor, proximate to the new breakthrough of North Beach, 
in an area known as Minister's Point. 

The project area contains three single family homes, all of which are in close proximity 
to thc existing bulkheads and revetments. There is limited upland area between the homes and 
the top of the existing structures which appear to limit construction methodologies and 
revetment alternatives. Wetland resource areas near to and within the project site include: 
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Coastal Bank, Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage, Salt Marsh, Coastal Beach, Land 
Containing Shellfish, Barrier Beach, and Land Under Ocean. A small portion of upland area 
(landward of the 10-foot contour) on the project site is located within the Pleasant Bay Area of 
Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC). As noted previously, the project site is proximate to 
the new breakthrough of North Beach. Anecdotal, evidence suggests that the project site will be 
subject to waves of increased velocity and height, particularly during storm events, and 
possible changes in tide elevations. The ENF stated that as a result of recent events on North 
Beach and the current poor condition of the existing bulkheads, the two bulkhead segments 
must be replaced. The preferred alternative presented in the ENF includes the use of hard 
measures (i.e. sloped stone revetment) in lieu of replacement in kind of the timber bulkhead, 
beach nourishment, or other soft engineering measures. Additional improvements include a 
modified revetment return and beachfdune nourishment as ncccssary along the south end of the 
project. 

The project is undergoing MEPA review pursuant to Section 11.03(3)(b)(l)(a) because 
the project requires a State Agency Action and will involve the alteration of Coastal Bank; 
Section 11.03(3)(b)(l)(e) because the project will involve a new structure in a velocity zone; 
Section 11,03(3)(b)(6) because the project will involve the construction and expansion of an 
existing solid fill structure of 1,000 or more square feet base area that occupies flowed 
tidelands; and Section 11.03(11)(b) because the project is located within a designated ACEC. 
The project requires a new Chapter 9 1 Waterways License and a Section 401 Water Quality 
Certificate (WQC) from the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
(MassDEP) and a permit from the United States h y  Corps of Engineers (US. ACOE) (a 
Programmatic General Permit - Category 11). The project requires an Order of Conditions 
fiom the Town of Chatham Conservation Commission, or in the case of appeal, a Superseding 
Order of Conditions from MassDEP. A consistency statement from the Office of Coastal Zone 
Management may also be required. 

Because the proponent is not seeking financial assistance from the Commonwealth for 
the project, MEPA jurisdiction extends to those aspects of the project that may havc significant 
environmental impacts and that are within the subject matter of required or potentially required 
state permits. In this case, MEPA jurisdiction exists over Wetlands, Waterways and Tidelands 
and ACECs. 

Wetlands. Waterways and Tidelands 

The ENF indicates that the project will permanently impact 6,250 square feet (sf) of 
Coastal Beach, 410 linear feet of Coastal Bank, 6,250 sf of Land Containing Shellfish, and 
6,800 sf of Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage. Supplemental information provided by the 
proponent subsequent to the MEPA site visit indicates that the project will temporarily impact 
an additional 720 sf of Coastal DuneiBarrier Beach, approximately 4,500 sf of Coastal Beach 
and Land Containing Shellfish, and 2,650 sf of Coastal Bank. The proposed project will 
directly impact wetland resource areas and should be designed in accordance with applicable 






