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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 
ON THE 

NOTICE OF PROJECT CHANGE 

PROJECT NAME : Fruit Street Master Plan - Wastewater 
Treatment Facility 

PROJECT MUNICIPALITY : Hopkinton 
PROJECT WATERSHED : SuAsCo 
EOEA NUMBER : 13092 
PROJECT PROPONENT : Town of Hopkinton 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR : July 10,2006 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G.L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) 
and Section 11.10 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00), I have reviewed the 
Notice of Project Change (NPC) submitted on this project and hereby determine that it 
does not require the preparation of a Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

The proposed project consists of a wastewater treatment facility (WWTF), which 
is a component of a Master Plan for development of a 257-acre parcel off Fruit Street. 
The Fruit Street Master Plan includes affordable and senior housing, a school, 
recreational facilities, roadways, water and wastewater infrastructure, and a Department 
of Public Works (DPW) facility. 

Proiect History 

A Special Review Procedure (SRP) was established for the review of the Fruit 
Street Master Plan (SRP Certificate, September 22,2003). The S W  established an EIR 
process that consists of the filing of a Single Master Plan EIR (SEIR) and subsequent 
filings of a series of Notices of Project Change (NPC) to provide a more detailed level of 
analysis for specific project elements. On December 30,2004, I issued a Certificate on 
the SEIR requiring a Supplemental SEIR (SSEIR) and in a Final Record of Decision 
(February 1 1,2005), I granted a Phase I Waiver for certain project components including 
gravel access road improvements, athletic field construction, removal of existing 
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buildings and underground storage tanks (USTs), and drainage improvements for a 
portion of Fruit Street. A Certificate on the SSEIR was issued on November 14,2005 in 
which I required a second SSEIR to address the analysis of alternatives and other issues 
that required further clarification. In a Certificate issued March 3,2006, I determined that 
the second Supplemental Single Environmental Impact Report (second SSEIR) 
adequately and properly complies with the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. 
L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and with its implementing regulations (301 CMR 11.00). 

The NPC for the WWTF has been filed in accordance with the requirements of 
the SRP established for the project. Additional information and analysis relevant to the 
WWTF was also provided during review of the Town of Hopkinton's Comprehensive 
Wastewater Management Plan (CWMP). The Fruit Street site was identified as the 
preferred location for a WWTF in the CWMP. A Certificate on the Phase IV-Final 
Recommended PlanIFinal Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the CWMP (EOEA# 
12654) was issued on January 28,2005, with a determination that the FEIR adequately 
and properly complies with MEPA and its implementing regulations. 

Jurisdiction and Permits Required 

The Fruit Street Master Plan project is undergoing environmental review and 
required the preparation of a mandatory EIR pursuant to Sections 1 1.03(l)(a)(l) and (2) 
of the MEPA regulations because it involves alteration of 50 acres or more of land and 
creation of 10 acres of more of impervious area. The project is also undergoing review 
pursuant to Section 1 1.03 (4)(b)(l) because it involves withdrawal of 100,000 or more 
gallons per day (gpd) from a water source requiring new construction for the withdrawal, 
Section 1 1.03(5)(b)(l) because it involves construction of a new wastewater treatment 
and disposal facility with a capacity of 100,000 or more gpd, and Section 1 1.03(2)(b)(2) 
because it involves a take of a state-listed rare species. The project is undergoing MEPA 
review pursuant to Section 11.03(6)(b)(13) and (1 5) because it will generate 2,000 or 
more vehicle trips per day and involves construction of 300 or more new parking spaces, 
and Section 11.03(5)(b)(3)(c) because it involves construction of L/z or more miles of 
sewer mains. 

The project requires a Water Management Act Permit, a Groundwater Discharge 
Permit, New Source Approval, and a Sewer Extension Permit fiom the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP). The project also requires a public hearing by DEP for 
the proposed WWTF in accordance with MGL Chapter 83, Section 6. The project 
requires a Conservation and Management Permit from the Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife (DFW), Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP). The 
project requires an Order of Conditions from the Town of Hopkinton Conservation 
Commission (and, on appeal only, a Superseding Order from DEP) and other local 
permits. The project also requires a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) Construction Activities Permit from the US Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). 






