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SECRETARY 

August 1,2008 

CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE PHASE 111: DRAFT EIWFACILITIES PLAN 

PROJECT NAME : Comprehensive Wastewater Management Plan 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY :Tyngsborough 
PROJECT WATERSHED :Merrimack 
EOEA NUMBER : 11788 
PROJECT PROPONENT : Town of Tyngsborough 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR : June 25,2008 

As Secretary of Environmental Affairs, I hereby determine that the Phase 111: Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR)/ Facilities Plan submitted for this project adequately and 
properly complies with the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) 
and with its implementing regulations (301 CMR 11.00). The Town may prepare and submit for 
review the Phase IV: Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR)/Facilities Plan. 

Proiect Description 

This project involves the development of a town-wide Comprehensive Wastewater 
Management Plan (CWMP) for Tyngsborough. The goal of the CWMP is to examine the full 
range of wastewater management needs and identify environmentally sustainable treatment and 
disposal alternatives that respond to the community's needs while meeting water quality and 
~ u b l i chealth standards. The Town has identified alleviating non-point source ~ollution, -
protecting water quality, and promoting groundwater recharge as priorities. The Draft EIW 
Facilities Plan presents a recommended wastewater management plan that outlines how the -
Town of Tyngsborough will treat and dispose of its wastewater over the next 20 years. 
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Currently, one third of the Town's wastewater management needs are met through 
existing sewers in the areas of Mascuppic Lake, Dunstable Road and the southern end of 
Pawtucket Boulevard. The Tyngsborough Sewer Commission is responsible for administering, 
maintaining, and operating these sewage collection systems. Sewage is conveyed from 
Tyngsborough to the Lowell Regional Wastewater Utility (LRWU) for treatment via sewage 
collection systems Dracut, Chelmsford and Lowell. Wastewater flow limits are established 
through intermunicipal agreements (IMAs) with each of these communities. The remaining two 
thirds of the wastewater management needs are met through on-site systems located throughout 
the town. Seventy percent of the Town's water needs are met through local aquifers and, as 
noted previously, protection of groundwater resources is an important priority of the CWMP. 

The Draft EIR concludes that the Town should manage present and future wastewater 
needs through a combination of sewer extensions and continued use of on-site disposal systems. 
The Town is proposing to extend sewers within seven of the Needs Areas, and convey 
wastewater flows to the LRWU for treatment and discharge, subject to the limitations contained 
in the IMAs. The plan includes construction of over 135,000 linear feet (If) of sewers (gravity and 
low pressure), over 14,000 If of force mains, 10 pump stations and 32 low-pressure pump stations. 
The cost of the plan is estimated at $42.4 million dollars. The construction of wastewater 
infrastructure is proposed in six phases from 2009 through2028. 

MEPA History 

In the fall of 1998, the Town of Tyngsborough filed an Environmental Notification Form 
(ENF) for the CWMP. In December of that year, a Certificate on the ENF was issued defining a 
Special Review Procedure (SRP) for the CWMP and allowing a portion of the proposed plan, 
east of the Merrimack River, to proceed as Phase 1 prior to completion of the EIR for the overall 
project. On April 6,2001, a Certificate was issued on a Notice of Project Change (NPC) 
granting the Town's request to add a section of sewers to the Phase I project to support the 
development of Sycamore Networks, a campus-style office park off Potash Hill Road. 

The SRF' required the Town of Tyngsborough to file four documents. Phase I: Needs and 
Growth Management Analysis included an assessment of existing conditions and an analysis of 
wastewater management needs. On May 15,2003, a Certificate was issued on the Phase 1 
document which indicated that it adequately and property complied with MEPA regulations and 
established the Scope for the Phase I1 document. Phase 11: Screening of Alternatives included the 
development and screening of water resources and wastewater management alternatives to 
address the needs defined in the Phase I document. The report assessed 10 potential sites for 
locating wastewater management facilities and concluded that none of these sites were 
appropriate for one or several of the following reasons: soils (moderate to severe), land use 
restrictions (many sites are under conservation restrictions), water supply impacts (many are 
located within Interim Wellhead Protection Areas (IWPA)) or other environmental impacts 
(endangered species habitat, proximity to surface waters). On July 28,2006, a Certificate was 


















