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ENVIRONMENTAL NOTIFICATION FORM 


FROJECT NAME : Propused Water Supply Well 

PnOJECT IvlTJNICIPALITY :Maiii Street - Iiockport 


, . , 	 PKO.rEC?' WATERSLIEI? T x i c r i h  C:C=!L! 

E O E  NLiMUEK : i4276 

PXOJECT PROPCINEbI'I' :Tow11 of llockport 

13ATE NOTICED PiMMONI'TOR :June 25,2008 


Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environment:i! Policy Act ((;. L.. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 

Sectii~n11.06 oftheMEPA regulations.(301 CMR 1I.@@),1 heieby determine that this project 


. dorsnotreqaire the preparation ( ~ f  w Eiiviroomecia! Impact Report (EJR.). 


L\ccordingto 1.he E:;vironmental Natiiication F91m (ENF), the prcposed project consists 
of the devclopmezt aand construction of n bedrock well (KIV-2) with a capaciq of 406,080 
"~B1:cmsper d2y,(.@d)/282 galions per minu~.e (gpn) rh3.: u;ould be csed from May thn>ugh 
Sepiemhc ofa~~>n\l a i 5il-squareyir.z!> year. The propoxd ?ro~cc.i : i ; i!  ir,:;lude tbe constmcticn 

-.Loo? ( so  p!rinp.stati<~~i. 	 ii-eatrnect to mitigrrie high le\,els of naturally !lie wcll wzter will re;ei::e 
occurri::g ire3 a ~ d  !uznganese. The. pulnp station :vi!l Ilouse a submersible pump: constant speed 
motor, process control equip~nent, and associated piping. I; -will incliide an emergency diesel 
generator. The ne\v wcll will be designed to pui11p di-sctly into Cape Fond through 
:i!?p:oxir::ate!y 700 linear Ccet of 6-inch hose 01. piping that can be ir~stalled along thc ground 
surface to minimize corislruction impacts. l'he yield of tile aew well will help maintain the 
volumc !evi:i; of Cap2 Pond. The well is being developed to address long-term water supply 
necds and.to augmefit the existing water su1)ply sourcts, create flexibility and zeliability in the 

. 	 \vat:rr system, in;p:ovt iire protection, meet future demands, and take pressure off the existin.g 
waier supply. The 7bv.w is not proposing to increase its overdl water withdrawal. The project 
site is approxintately 11.54 acres. 

This project is s~lbject to review pursuant to Section 11,03(4)(b)(l) ofthe MEPA 

http:/twww.mass.gov/envir
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regulations because it involves a new withdrawal of 100,000 or more gpd from a water source 
that requires new construction for the withdrawal. The Department of Environmental Protection 
(MassDEP) must approve the Pump Test Report. MassDEP has offered to approve Well RW-2 
for an initial rate of 204 gpm, but allow a pump that is capable of producing 282 gpm. The Town 
will be allowed to pump the well at 282 apm for a period of 60 days as a stabilization test to 

& & -. 
demonstrate that Well RW-2 can sustain the higher pumping rate that is being requested. Based 
on the results of this stabilization test, MassDEP could then increase the approval rate of Well - & 

RW-2 to 282 gpm. Since Cape Pond is a Great Pond, a Chapter 91 Waterways License will be 
required from MassDEP for existing and proposed structures within the pond. The Water 
Resources Commission reported that the Interbasin Transfer Act (ITA) may be triggered because 
the Long Beach section of Rockport discharges to the Gloucester Wastewater Treatment Facility. 
If the ITA is triggered by this project, the amount of the transfer could be reduced to reflect the 
amount of wastewater that can be transferred through the Long Beach sewer. The Town should 
work with WRC to resolve this issue. It should also consult with the Natural Heritage and 
Endangered Species Program (NHESP) to ensure that the project will not impact any rare 
species. The project will require an Order of Conditions from the Rockport conservation 
Commission for impacts to wetland resource areas. MEPA jurisdiction is limited to those aspects 
of the project within the subject matter of state permits and that may have significant 
environmental impacts (water withdrawal and treatment and wetlands). 

According to the Town, the project will impact approximately 50 sf of Bank (temporary), 
50 sf of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (temporary), and 15 sf of Land Under Water (permanent). 

The Town currently is authorized by MassDEP to withdraw 0.72 million gallons per 
(average) day (mgd) or approximately 262.8 million gallons per year from its existing sources. 
The Town of Rockport's average and maximum daily demands are between 0.7 and 1.2 mgd. 
The addition of this proposed wellfield to its withdrawal permit would provide redundancy; it 
would not authorize an increase in the total volume withdrawn by the system within the current 
permit period. The Town's current Water Management Act Permit will expire on December 3 1, 
2017. The Zone I is approximately 11.54 acres and will be controlled by the Town. The Zone I1 
wellhead protection area is approximately 500 acres. 

The Town conducts a leak detection survey every other year. The unaccounted-for-water 
in the system is approximately 12.8 percent, which is higher than the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation's (DCR) recommended goal of 10 percent. The Town of 
Rockport's residential consumption rate is about 79.12 gallons per person per day (gpcd). The 
water system is 100 percent metered. Town buildings have been retrofitted with low-flow 
fixtures. The Town has adopted a Water Use Restriction Bylaw, based on the DEP Model Bylaw, 
which allows it to place restrictions on outdoor water use. It has a public education program to 
inform customers of the efficient use of water, and fliers are included with water bills on an 




