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PROJECT NAME :Commonwealth Avenue Improvement Project - Phase I11 
PROJECT MUNICIPAL.ITY :Newton 
PROJECT WATERSHED :Charles River 
EOEA NUMBER : I4269 
PROJECT PROPONENT :City of Newton 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR :June 25,2008 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Section 11.06 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00), I hereby determine that this project 
does not require the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

Project History 

In August 1995, the City of Newton prepared a master plan for Co~nmonwealth Avenue The 
Commonwealth Avenue Master Plan to improve the capacity, safety and visual appeal of 
Commonwealth Avenue and the Camageway which runs parallel to Commonwealth Avenue but 
is separated by a landscaped center median ('Reservation Area") that was originally occupied by 
a street railway system. As listed below, the Master Plan identified a six phase re-construction 
and restoration program of modifications and improvements to the roadway, Caniageway and 
Reservation area, and landscaping enhancements located along a six-mile segment of 
Commonwealth Avenue from Boston College to Route 128 in Newton. 
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Phase I work was completed in 1995 and involved the redesign of the existing Carriageway 
and Reservation Areas, and the reconstruction of two segments of Commonwealth Avenue 
(approximately .75 miles total) including roadways and intersections surrounding Newton's City 
Hall and the Valentine StreetiCommonwealth Avenue intersection (the Civic Center area), and 
the Aubumdale Center area between Lexington Street and Melrose Street. 

Phase 1V 
As originally described in the June 1997 ENF (EOEA# 11 175) submitted for this portion of 

the project, Phase IV work consisted of the redesign and reconstruction of 5,745 feet of 
Commonwealth Avenue from Grant Avenue to Walnut Street. The Phase IV work included the 
resurfacing Commonwealth Avenue and the Camageway, installing new traffic signals at Walnut 
Street and Center Street, installing omamentalihistoric street lighting at entrances to side streets, 
reconstructing the sidewalk and installing granite curbing and granite edging along 
Commonwealth Avenue and the Carriageway, and planting new trees and shrubs. The 
Commonwealth Avenue roadway remained in its existing footprint except for some minor 
widening at the Centre StreetiCommonwealth Avenue intersection. The typical cross-section of 
the main roadway consisted of two 1 1.5-foot travel lanes with 2.5-foot wide shoulders and an 
8.2-foot parking lane, a 6.6-foot planting median strip with a 6-foot wide sidewalk. 

A 22-foot wide Carriageway, located north of the main roadway, runs parallel to the 
Commonwealth Avenue roadway. A 38-foot-wide planted median ('Reservation Area') 
separates the Carriageway from the main Commonwealth Avenue roadway. The typical cross- 
section of the Camageway consists of one 11.5-foot travel lane with an 8.2-foot-wide parking 
land located on the western side of the carriageway and a 2.3-foot-wide planted median shoulder, 
a 5 foot planting strip and a concrete sidewalk. 

The Phase IV project included the installation of new traffic signals at the Grant Avenue and 
the Centre Street intersections. This project also involved the relocation of hooded stormwater 
catch basins with sump pumps to accommodate proposed Phase IV roadway improvements. The 
Phase IV construction activities were completed using Chapter 90 funds. A Secretary's 
Certificate was issued for this project on July 11, 1997 and found that the Phase 4 project did not 
require the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

Future Develovment - Phases 11. V and VI 
The Commonwealth Avenue Improvement Project calls for the future construction of Phases 

11, V, and VI involving improvements and landscaping enhancements to the specific sections of 
the Commonwealth Avenue roadway, the Carriageway and the Reservation Area described in the 
Commonwealth Avenue Master Plan. 












