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CERTIFICATE OF' TI-IE SECRETARY OF ENERGY ANIS ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


FNVIRONMENTAL NO rIFICATION FORM 


i'R0JEC:T NAME : Closure of tile Sa!em !-andfill and Redevelopn:enl of the 
Salcm Transfer Station 


F'Rc)JECT MCW1CIPAI.ITY : Salem 

PROJECT WATERSHED : North Coastal 

EOEA NIJMREX : 14261 

PIWJECT PROPONENTS : City of Salem and Northside Carting, Inc. 

DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR : June 11,2008 


Pi.usuar2t to the Massachusetis Enviromnental Policy Act (G. I.. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Scctinn 1 1.06 orthe,btEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00), 1 hereby determine that this project 
does ~ ~ o irequire the preparation of an Gnvironm~ntal Impact Report (EIR). 

The prcject consists of clo:~ue of t!!e Salem landfiil azd redevelopment of the transfer 
statiqn,.including an increase in tonilage at i l ~ e  tramfer station iioir~ 100 tons per day to 4C0 tons 
..ne: day. Ths project includes demolition of the exi~ting incinerator building. regading and 
capping oi'the landfill, and construction of a nevi t:ansfer station building. The proposed tracsfer 
station t\ili receive cci~~srruction and demolition (C&D) debris, municipal solid waste, and 
coicrrrsrcia! soIid waste. ?'he pro,ect also include> ielocation of the leaf and yard waste recycling 
area and a new paved access road to coluleLI this arez with the transfer station and Swinipscott 
Road. Sir< improvements proposed in the Environmental Notification Form (ENF) incIude 
prtiai renoval of the Forest River culvert end removal of debris from the Forest River. 

Enviro~linental impacts associated with the project include alteration of 1,100 linear feei 
of Bank, 450 square feet (st) of Bordering Vegetated Wetiands (BVW): 3.600 sf of Land Under 
water, and 157,000 sf of Rivetircnt Area. Traffie impacts are estimated in the ENF at 54 new 
vehicle trips per day (for a total of 194 trips per day). 

The project does n d  meet or exceed thresholds for a mandatory EIR. The project is 
undergoing environmental review pursuant to Sect io~~ 1 !.03(3)(bj(l) because it involves an 
increase in capacity for storage, treatment or processing of 50 or more tons per day of solid 
waste. The proposed project will require a Solid Waste Perlnit from the Massachusetts 
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Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP). The project requires a Minor Modification 
to Site Assignment from the City of Salem Board of Health and an Order of Conditions from the 
City of Salem Conservation Commission (and, on appeal only, a Superseding Order from 
MassDEP). 

The proponents are not seeking financial assistance from the Commonwealth. Therefore, 
MEPA jurisdiction applies to those aspects of the project within the subject matter of required 
state agency permits with the potential to cause Damage to the Environment as defined in the 
MEPA regulations. In this case, MEPA jurisdiction extends to solid waste, wetlands, land and 
stormwater. 

The ENF includes a description of the proposed project, an alternatives analysis, and a 
discussion of the project's consistency with the performance standards for Riverfront Area in the 
Wetlands Protection Act regulations (310 CMR 10.58(4)). The ENF also includes a Traffic 
Impact and Access Study, an Air Quality Modeling Report, and a Noise Impact Study. The 
proponents have committed in the ENF to the following measures to avoid and minimize, or 
mitigate environmental impacts: 

Wetlands restoration at a 1 : 1 ratio; 
Erosion and sedimentation controls; 
Measures to reduce noise impacts; 
Vehicle emission controls; 
Transportation improvements: including site access modifications and, within one year of 
commencing transfer station operation, an evaluation of vehicle crash history and a 
review of signal timing, phasing and coordination along Highland Avenue (with 
recommendations to MassHighway for implementation as part of its proposed work in the 
area). 

MassDEP in its comment letter has expressed concern about waste materials exposed 
along the bank of Forest River below the water surface. The proponents should ensure that the 
riverbank area is designed to provide adequate stability to the bank and prevent erosion of waste 
materials (ash) to the environment. The proponents should consult with MassDEP to discuss any 
alterations in design that may be required. As noted by MassDEP in its comment letter, 
information on the exposed material was not available to MassDEP when it reviewed the 
Corrective Actions Alternative Analysis (CAAA) for the Salem landfill closure. MassDEP issued 
a conditional approval of the CAAA in April 2005. 

The proponents should redesign the stormwater management system as necessary to 
ensure compliance with the Stormwater Management regulations that went into effect January - 
2008. The system as proposed in the ENF does not comply with these regulations. The 
proponents should submit additional calculations and data to MassDEP to support the conclusion 
that the stormwater management system will meet applicable performance standards. I refer the 
proponents to the MassDEP comment letter for guidance on additional information to submit, 
which should include details of Best Management Practices (BMPs) and a long-term pollution 
prevention and pollution control plan. 






