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DRAFT RECORD OF DECISION 

PROJECT NAME : Tow-n of Harv~ich Proposed Maintenance Dredging and 
Reach Nourishment 


PROJECT MUNICIPALITY : Ijanvich 

PRO.lECT WATERSHED : Cape Cod 

EEA NIJMBEK : 14246 

PROJECT PROPONENT : Town of Hanvich 

DATE NOTICED IN MONII'OK : May 21,2008 


- Piirsuant io tllc Massachusetts Enviroimcntd Policy Act (MEPA) (G.L.c.30, ss. bl-62H) 
ood Section 11: I 1 of the MEPA regnl3.tions (301 CMR 1 !.00), 1 have reviewed the Expanded 
Envirorl~nenfal Notificatiun Fomi (ENF) a ~ dhereby propose to grant a waiver from the 

requirement to prepare a mandatory Envir~.)mental i~nractReport (EIR). 


.-Proiec: Description 

As described in the Expanded ENI; ?he project entails maintenance dredging in Allen 
Harbor, Hcning Rjver, Wychmere Harbor and Saquatucket Harbor and use of the dredged 
materia! as beach i~ourishment along Nantucket Sound in the Town of Hamich. The proposed 
dredging and beach nourishment are a continuation of ongoing maintenance activities that have 
been previously permitted. With the exception of the Herring River entrance channel, 
authorizations for past maintenance dredging and beach nourishment are well documented. l 'he 
Town of Hamich (the proponent) is seeking to con~bilic mu!tiple permits into a single Town- 
wide pe~mit  to facilitate management of dredging projects and related permits, and to provide 
more flexibility in distribution of dredge materials. 

MEPA Jurisdiction 

The project requires a 401 Water Quality Certification and a Chapter 91 Permit from the 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP). The project requires an 
Order of Conditions from the Town of Hanvich (and, on appeal only, a Superseding Order from 
MassDEP). The project requires a Section 404 permit from ;he US krmy corps of Engineers and 
may be subject to Coastal Zone Management (CZM) federal consistency review. The project 
may require a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System WPDES) permit for construction 
activities. The project must be conditioned to avoid adverse effects on state-listed shorebirds, or 
it may result in a "take" and require a Conservation and Management Permit from the Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife, Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP). 

The project is not seeking financial assistance from the Commonwealth. Therefore, 
MEPA jurisdiction is limited to the subject matter of required state agency permits and extends 
to water quality, wetlands, waterways and tidelands, land and state-listed species. 

Summaw of Potential Environmental Impacts 

The project will result in alteration of Land Under Ocean, due to dredging of 
approximately 26 acres of navigable channels, and will alter Coastal Beaches through 
nourishment of four miles of beach. Potential environmental impacts include impacts to eelgrass 
beds, state-listed shorebirds, fish migration, spawning and juvenile development, and submerged 
cultural resources. 

Surnmm of Proposed Mitigation Measures 

The Town of Hanvich has committed to a range of measures to avoid and minimize or 
mitigate impacts, which include: 

A Construction Protocol and other conditions to address NHESP concerns (conditions 
related to protection of state-listed species have been incorporated into the Order of 
Conditions issued October 9,2007); 
Time of year restrictions and other conditions to address concerns of the Division of 
Marine Fisheries (DMF) relating to protection of marine resources including fish 
migration, spawning and juvenile development; and 
Other conditions to avoid and minimize or mitigate impacts as provided for in existing 
permits. 

I expect that MassDEP, in developing the single Town-wide permit for dredging and 
beach nourishment will incorporate conditions from previous permits as well as any additional 
mitigation requirements, as appropriate, based on review of this Expanded ENF and comments 
received. 








