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NOTICE OF PROJECT CHANGE 


i'F:.:(:)iECT'NAME :Reedy hlcadow Flood Control Dredging Project 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY : Lyruifield, Saugus.. and Ih'akefield 
PIIOJECT WA'WRSIIEII : Saugus Rive; 
EOEA NilMBER : 11167 
PROJECT PROPONENT : Town of'l.ynnfield 
DATE NOTlCED IN MON17 OR :h4ay 2 1, 2008 

Pursuant to the Massachusett:; Envi.votunenta1 Policy Act (G. I-., c. 10, ss. 61-621;) and 
Sectims 1 1 .I0 of the MEPA reg~~lations reviewed the Votice of Plnject (301 CMI? 1 i.OOj, 1h a ~ e  
C:hang,e !?:PC) subrnived on this project and determine that it reqiaircs the preparation of a . . 

Sui?plen~enta!Draft En~~ironrnerrtallinpact Rrport (DEIR). 

Previous..-- IbflXPA R e k e y  

. .  , 

, In 1,997, an Environmental No!ilicatioc "3nn (ENF) was submi-d for. the above prc!jec;. 
'J'he prclject ;equin:i a mandatory E!R. The DELK was submitted in 1999 and was found to be 
azequate. The project, as described in tile DElK, cor~sisted of selective dredging, improved 
waterslied management and enforcement of erosion control requirements to improve flow 
througl-I the Reedy Meadov;!Beaver Dam Brook weflands 5ystem in Lynnfield and Wakefield. 
The tow^ is :iticrnpting i'o decrease the f~equeniy and severity of flooding in upland areas 
adjacent to the Reedy Meadow by dredging tile Beaver Dan1 Brook for 3,400 linear feet for a 
v"idih of 10 feet a i~d  a depth af 5 feet and restoring ine ckannel of the Saugus River by dredging 
approximately 10,600 linear feet io a width :,i' 10 feet and dcpth of 5 feet. The channzls would be 
dredged utilizii~g a low impac: excavator iha: exerts IGW ground pressure anddoes'not impact the 
surrounding wetlands All vernal pools wou!d br delineated prior to and avoided during dredging 
o!)crations. Dredged spoils would be side-cast in in layers (1 cm to 20 cm thick) in cither 
standing water or saturated wetlands. The Town has estirnatcd dredge volumes at 9,900 cubic 
yards (cy) lo 10,400 cy. This dredging would result in the alteration of'3.2 acres due to dredging 
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and 19.4 acres of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (BVW) as a result of side-casting dredge spoils. 

Three 54-inch cast iron culverts exist beneath the existing Boston & Maine railroad tracks 
in Reedy Meadow. The culverts are located at the Beaver Dam Brook, the Saugus River and at a 
point between the two. At the time of the DEIR, the Beaver Dam Brook culvert was hnctional 
while the other two culverts were not. The Town will clear the two blocked culverts and dredge 
their approach and discharge channels. It will also install three new 54-inch culverts next to and 
at the same invert elevations as the existing culverts. The Town will install a fourth culvert in the 
triangle area north of Route 128. It will also seal two culverts under the railroad bed at the Route 
128 crossing to reduce flooding from the Saugus River flowing back to the Fosters LaneIPaon 
Boulevard neighborhood. The Town will develop an Operations and Maintenance Plan to ensure 
that the culverts continue to be free flowing and will develop mechanisms to limit illegal 
encroachments into the floodplain, to enhance erosion control, and to provide catch basin 
maintenance. 

NPC Proiect Change Description 

The NPC was submitted due to a lapse of time (nine years since the DEIR). Since 1999, 
the areas adjacent to and upstream from the Reedy Meadow have become increasingly prone to 
flooding from the continued sedimentation of the Saugus River. 

The project requires a mandatory EIR because it alters one or more acres of Bordering 
Vegetated Wetlands (BVW) and it requires a Variance from the Wetlands Protection Act. It will 
require a Permit from the Massachusetts Highway Department (MassHighway) to seal two 
culverts under Route 128. It may require a Conservation and Management Permit under the 
Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) from the Natural Heritage and Endangered 
Species Program (NHESP). In addition to a Variance from the Wetlands Protection Act, the 
project will require a Chapter 91 Waterways License and Permit, a Section 401 Water Quality 
Certificate, and a Superseding Order of Conditions from the Department of Environmental 
Protection (MassDEP). The project must comply with the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit for stormwater discharges from a construction site. 
It will require a Section 404 Individual Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Orders of 
Conditions may be required from the Lynnfield and Wakefield Conservation Commissions for 
impacts to wetland resource areas. MEPA jurisdiction extends to wetlands, habitat, and 
stormwater issues that may have significant environmental impacts. 

This project has the potential to result in environmental impacts in addition to those 
evaluated in earlier documents, in particular downstream flooding, additional wetlands and 
drainage impacts. A Supplemental DEIR will be required to address these impacts. 
















