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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


EXPANDED ENVIRONMENTAL NOTIFICATION FORM 


PROJECT NAME: SHEZ.D EIectric Utility Expansion 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY: South Hadley 
PROJECT WATERSHED: Connecticut 
EEA NUMBER: 14236 
PROJECT PROPONENT: South Iladley Electric Light Department (SHELD) 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR: April 23,2008 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Section 1 1.03 of the MEPA regulations (30 1 CMR I1.00), I hereby determine that this project 
requires the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

Proiect Descrintion 

As described in the Expanded Environmental Notification Form (EENF), the project 
involves the installation of three electrical transmission lines from Brainerd Road to the Pine 
Shed Substation in the Town of South Uadley, Massachsuetts. The project Proponent is the 
South Hadley Electric Light Department (SHELD). The project site currently has a single 
electrical transmission line supported by 22 treated wood monopoles. The total length of the 
proposed project is 2,713 feet and would encompass approximately 6.1 acres. A portion of the 
utility corridor right-of-way (ROW) traverses Stony Brook and significant wetland resource areas 
are present at the project site. The project will result in the conversion of 1.I6 acres of red maple 
swamp to a shrub and herbaceous wetland. The project site has also been identified as Priority 
and Estimated Habitat for state-listed rare species. A Town of South Hadley sanitary sewer 
easement lies to the south of Stony Brook and along the established ROW. 

http://ww.mass.govlenvir


EEA# 14236 EENF Certificate May 30,2008 

The electrical transmission line has been in service without substantial upgrades since 
1975. According to the EENF, the current state of the transmission line is fair to poor. The poles 
are degraded and one has been completely undermined by Stony Brook. Many service 
interruptions in this area are directly attributable to this section of the power grid. As outlined in 
the EENF, the proposed upgrades will include: 

Expansion of the existing ROW to a consistent width of 100 feet: 
The removal of all trees and tree limbs with the potential to impact the electrical transmission 
lines; 
The removal of the existing single electrical transmission line and installation of three 
parallel electrical transmission lines with a capacity for a fourth electrical transmission line; 
and, 
Maintenance of the utility corridor. 

The Proponent states that the proposed upgrades will increase reliability of the power grid 
in the area and ensure greater worker safety while servicing the electrical transmission lines. 

Jurisdiction and Permitting 

The project is undergoing MEPA review and requires the preparation of an EIR pursuant 
to Section 11.03(3)(a)(l)(a) of the MEPA regulations because it will result in the alteration of 
more than one acre of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (BVW). The project requires the following 
permits andlor review: a National Pollutant Discharge and Elimination System (NPDES) 
Construction General Permit from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); an 
Individual Permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (ACOE); a 401 Water Quality Certificate from the Department of Environmental 
Protection (MassDEP); review from the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, Natural Heritage and 
Endangered Species Program (NHESP); review from the Massachusetts Historical Commission 
(MHC); and an Order of Conditions from the South Hadley Conservation Commission. 

Because the Proponent is not seeking financial assistance from the Commonwealth for 
the project, MEPA jurisdiction extends to those aspects of the project that may cause significant 
Damage to the Environment and that are within the subject matter of required or potentially 
required state permits. In this case, MEPA jurisdiction extends to wetlands, rare species and 
historic resources. 

Request for a Single EIR 

In accordance with Section 1 1.05(7) of the MEPA regulations, the Proponent has 
submitted an Expanded ENF (EENF) with a request that I allow the proponent to fulfill its EIR 
obligations under MEPA with a Single EIR. rather than require the usual two-step Draft and 
Final EIR process. The EENF received an extended public comment period pursuant to Section 
11.06(1) of the MEPA regulations. I have reviewed the Proponent's request for a Single EIR in 
accordance with Section 11.06(8) of the MEPA regulations, and I hereby find that the EENF 












