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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 


PROJECT NAME : Jefferson at Westford 
PROJECl MUNICIPALITY : Littleton Road (Route 110) - Westford and Chelmsford 
PROJECT WATERSHED : Concord River 
EOEA NUMBER : 14028 
PROJECT PROPONENT :Jefferson at Westford, L.P. 
DATE NOTICED M MONITOR :April 9,2008 

As Secretary of Energy and EnvironmentaI Affairs, 1 hereby determine that the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) submitted on the above project adequately and properly 
complies with the Massachusetts Environmental PoIicy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and with its 
implementing regulations (301 CMR 11.00). 

Proiect Ilescription 

As described in the DEIR, the proposed project consists of the construction of a 308-unit 
apartment development with associated access roadways on a 97-acre site. The proponent's 
access roadway has been reduced to 24-feet wide to reduce wetland impacts. ApproximateIy 
sixty-two of the apartment units will be affordable. The project's access driveway will connect to 
Littleton Road (Route 110). Approximately 6.87 acres of the project site are located within 
Chelmsford, but no alterations are proposed in this area. 

The project may require a Comprehensive Permit from the Housing Appeals Committee 
(HAC) under Chapter 40B. It will need an Access Permit from the Massachusetts Highway 
Department (MassHighway) for access to Littleton Road. The project will need a Groundwater 
Discharge Permit from the Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP). It must comply 
with the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit for 
stormwater discharges from a construction site. The project will need to obtain Orders of 
Conditions from the Westford Conservation Commission for work on the project site and off-site 
for the Littleton Road improvements. On February 6.2008, the proponent received and Order of 
Conditions for the project's emergency access road, which is in a buffer zone. Because the 
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proponent is seeking financing fiom Mass Development, MEPA jurisdiction extends to all 
aspects of the project that may have significant environmental impacts. 

Based on the Institute of Traffic Engineers Land Use Code 220. the proposed project is 
estimated to generate approximately 2,070 new vehicle trips per weekday. About 474 surface 
parking spaces and fifty covered garage spaces will be constructed by the proponent. 

The project will be supplied with potable water by the municipal supplier. It will consume 
approximately 5 1,500 gallons per day (gpd) of potable water from the municipal system. The 
proponent will also utilize 11,100 gpd of irrigation water from a proposed on-site well. The 
project will generate approximately 51,500 gpd of wastewater (based on 462 bedrooms). The 
proponent is proposing to construct a private wastewater package treatment plant with a 
groundwater discharge. 

Since submitting the ENF, the propoilent has made the following changes to the project: 

Selected a 308-unit development program, which is based on discussions with the 
Town of Westford, as the Preferred Alternative. 
The impervious area remains at 8.8 acres, which is the same as for the 268-unit 
alternative. 
The number of parking spaces has increased from 480 to 524 spaces. 
Traffic has increased to 2,070 vehicle trips per day. 
The access roadway from Littleton Road will be 24-feet wide and will not include a 
sidewalk to reduce wetland impacts. 
The wetland impacts have been reduced from approximately 9,000 to 3,662 sf. 
The wastewater generation has increased from 44,220 to 51,500 gpd. 
The wastewater effluent disposal system has been relocated to the apartment courtyard. 
The proponent is negotiating a License Agreement for the use of Town Forest land as 
an emergency access. 

Review of the DElR 

The DElR provided a detailed project description. It included existing and proposed site 
plans. The DElR identified that the project would be built in one phase. It described the 
proponent's 308-unir Preferred Alternative. The DEIR described each state agency action 
required for the project. It contained sufficient information to allow the permitting agencies to 
understand the environmental consequences related to the prqject. The DEIR discussed how this 
project is compatible with Executive Orders 385 and 418, the Northern Middlesex Council of 
Governments (NMCOG) Long Range Plan, and Westford's and Chelmsford's Master Plan, Open 
Space Plan, and Zoning. 














