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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFALRS 

ON THE 


DRAFI' ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 


PROJECT NAME :Chelsea Peak Energy Facility 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY :Chelsea 
PROJECT WATERSHED :Boston Harbor: Mystic 
EOEEA NUMBER :13927 
PROJECT PROPONENT :Chelsea Energy, LLC 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR :April l I ,  2007 

As Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs, I hereby determine that the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) submilted on this project adequately and properly 
complies with the Massachusetls Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 6 1-62H) and with its 
implementing regulations (30 1 CMR I 1.00). 

I have received a number of comment letters that raise significant issues. Most notably, 
comments by the Department of Environmental Protection indicate that the project does not 
appear to qualify as a water-dependent use under Chapter 91. At its proposed location, the 
project appears unlikely to be able to be permitted. If the proponent chooses to continue through 
the MEPA process, it docs so at its own risk. 

Furthennore, the Department of Public Health does not believe that the proponent has 
adequately addressed potential air quality impacts of the proposed facility. The FElR must 
provide additional information regarding project alternatives, air quality impacts, and 
commitments to mitigation as described in this Certificate. 
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EOEEA # 13927 DEIR Certificate May 18,2007 

Proiect Description 

According to the DEIR, the project is designed to enhance the reliability of the regional 
energy supply system during peak power demand periods. The project has been proposed in 
response to a request from the Independent System Operator for the New England (ISO-NE) 
electric grid for additional quick-start resources in the Northeast Massachusetts area (NEMA). 
Similar to the Expanded Environmental Notification Form (EENF), the proponent asserts that the 
project will have minimal impact on the community and the environment through the use of 
Ultra-Low Sulfur Distillate (ULSD) fuel, Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR), and a variety of 
mitigation measures to offset environmental impact. The proponent contends that the 
establishment of this type of peak energy facility in the NEMA region will achieve nel regional 
air quality benefits by displacing existing 'spinning reserve' sources of electricity, including the 
Mystic 7 and Salem 4 turbines at Mystic Station in Everett and the Salem power plant. 

The project involves the construction of a peak power generating facility, consisting of 
two combustion turbines, each capable of producing a net output of 125 megawatts (MW) (for 
total net output of 250 MW: gross output is 260 MW), fueled by ULSD on a 6.45-acre 
industrially-zoned site located on Eastern Avenue in Chelsea. The project will also consist of an 
approximately 34,000 square foot (sf), 62' tall equipnient building, two, 20' diameter, 135' tall 
stacks, a 500,000 gallon above ground ULSD fuel storage tank, a 20,000 gallon above ground 
aqueous ammonia \torage tank, and a 1.000.000 gallon above ground water storage tank. The 
facility will contain a switchyard to connect to the existing 1 1  5kV power transmission lines 
located adjacent to the project site and will ohtain its fuel via a pipeline connection to the Gulf 
Oil tank farm located to the immediate south of the project site. Additional on-site equipment 
will include a small warehouse and maintenance building, trailer for water purification systems, 
auxiliary cooling water heat exchangers (fin-fan coolers), and an onsite switchyard. Within the 
DEIR. the proponent has committed to limiting the facility operation to no more than 1,600 
turbine hours per year. Such limits will be outlined within the air quality permit to be issued by 
MassDEP. 

Since the filing of the EENF, the project has been modified to further minimize potential 
darnage to the environment. These changes presented in the DElR include: 

Building height reduced from 89.25' to 62'; 
Size of on-site switchyard reduced to reduce visual impacts and impacts in wetland 
buffer zones; 
Main building and perimeter road relocated to eliminate impacts in riverfront 
resource area: 
More efficient emissions control systems added to further reduce emissions of 
nitrogen oxides (NOx) from 45 tons per year to 30 tons per year maximum potential 
annual emissions: and 










































