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ON THE 


ENVIRONMENTAL NOTIFICATION FORM 


PROJECT NAME: Proposed Retail Development, Route 20 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY: Charlton 
PROJECT WATERSHED: French & Quinebaug 
EOEA NUMBER: 14216 
PROJECT PROPONENT: Konover Development Corporation 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR: April 9,2008 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Section 11.03 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00), I hereby determine that this project 
requires the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

Project Description 

As described in the Environmental Notification Form (ENF): the project consists of a 
proposed retail development along Route 20 (Worcester Road) in Charlton, MA. The project will 
resuIt in the development of an approximately 97 acre parcel located on the north site of Route 
20 and west of Center Depot Road (the "north parcel") and an approximately 23 acre parcel 
located south of Route 20 and west of North Main Street (the "south parcel"). 

The majority of the project site currently consists of wooded areas and former agricultural 
fields which have not been actively cultivated for approximately 20 years. One residence is 
currently located on the north parcel, and five residences are currently located on the south 
parcel. An existing, inactive standpipe water tank is also located on the north parcel. The project 
site is served by public water. sewer and electric utilities and is currently zoned for Community- 
Business (CB) use. 
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The project will consist of a commercial retail center that includes the construction of 17 
retail stores on the north and south parcels. The Proponent envisions that the development will 
consist of approximately 700,000 square feet (sf) of commercial retail space, including a mix of 
retail stores, banks and restaurants, in addition to associated driveways, parking areas and other 
infrastructure. At the MEPA site visit held for the prqject on April 17,2008, the Proponent 
indicated that the project may include a home improvement store, a supermarket, andlor a movie 
theater. Up to 14 retail stores, ranging in size from approximately 2,900 to 154,440 sf are 
proposed for the north parcel. The proposed development for the south parcel includes an 
approximately 133,575 sf retail store and an approximately 5,500 sf restaurant. The project will 
be developed in three phases. The first two phases will consist of development of the north 
parcel. while the south parcel will be developed in the third phase. 

Jurisdiction and Permitting 

The project is undergoing review and requires the preparation of an EIR pursuant to the 
following sections of the MEPA regulations: 301 CMR 11.03(l)(a)(l) because it will result in 
the direct alteration of more that1 50 acres of land; 301 CMR 11.03(l)(a)(2) because it will result 
in the creation of more than 10 acres of new impervious surface; 301 CMR 11.03(6)(a)(6) 
because it will result in the generation of more than 3,000 new average daily trips (adt); and 301 
CMR 11.03(6)(a)(7) because it will require the construction of more than 1,000 new parking 
spaces. 

The project requires the following permits and/or review: a National Pollutant Discharge 
and Elimination System RJPDES) Construction General Permit from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection ~ ~ e n c ;  (EPA); a sewer Connection Compliance Certification from the Department of 
Environnlental Protection (MassDEP); an Access Permit from the Massachusetts Highway 
Department (MassHighway); Site Plan Review from the Charlton Planning Board; and ai order 
of Conditions from the Charlton Conservation Commission. The project also requires the 
preparation of a mesoscale air quality analysis and is subject to the MEPA Greenhouse Gas 
Policy. 

Because the Proponent is not seeking. financial assistance from the Commonwealth for 
the project, MEPA jurisdiction extends to those aspects of the project that may cause significant 
Damage to the Environment and that are within the subject matter of required or potentially 
required state permits. In this case. MEPA jurisdiction extends to land alteration, stormwater, 
wetlands, and transportation. 

SCOPE 

General 

As modified by this Certificate, the Proponent should prepare the Draft EIR (DEIR) in 
accordance with the general guidelines for outline and content found in Section 11.07 of the 


















