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CERTlFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


NOTICE OF PROJECT CHANGE 


PROJECT NAME: Everett Avenue Urban Revitalization and Development 
Projecl. 

PROJECT MUNICIPALITY: Chelsea 
PROJECT WATERSHED: Mystic River 
EEA NUMBER: 11511 
PROJECT PROPONENT: City of Chelsea 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR: April 9,2008 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (M. G. L. c. 30. ss. 61-62H) and 
Section 11.10 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR I 1.00), I have reviewed the Notice of Project 
Change (NPC) submitted on this project and hereby determine that it does not require the 
preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

The project involves the phased redevelopment of a 64.8 acre area of the City of Chelsea. 
known as the Everett Avenue Urban Redevelopment Area. The project site is comprised of 102 
separately assessed parcels. Ownership within the project area is held by 50 individual property 
owners, including the City of Chelsea and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The project has 
been divided into 10 sub-areas or blocks for review purposes. The NPC has been filed because 
the currently proposed residential development in Blocks 9 and 10 is denser than previously 
anticipated; because the phasing of projects in the EAURA has changed; and because several 
parcels have been added to the EAURA. 

Proiect Description 

The Everett Avenue Urban Renewal Area (EAURA) was established by the City of 
Chelsea pursuant to M.G.L. c. 12IB in 1998. The City of Chelsea submitted an Environmental 
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Notification Form (ENF) to MEPA for the EAURA project in March of 1998. In response to the 
ENF. the Secretary issued three Certificates: a Certificate on the ENF (April 10, 1998), a 
Certificate Establishing a Special Review Procedure (SRP) for the project (April 10, 1998), and a 
Final Record of Decision (FROII) granting a Phase I Waiver (May 15, 1998). The Certificate on 
the ENF established broad scope jurisdiction over the project, due to the use of state financial 
assistance by the City. 

Phase I consisted of approval of the ECAURA Urban Renewal Plan, land acquisition, 
acquisition of permanent roadway easements on all existing private roadways in the project area, 
site preparation, public infrastructure improvements, and the development of a hotel with surface 
parking spaces. The FROD for Phase I waived further MEPA review for the first phase of the 
EAURA redevelopment. Phase JI of the project was substantially complete in 2001. 

The Master Plan EIR was submitted in May of 2001. The Master Plan EIR described 
Phase I1 as having two components: I )  a new development in the block hounded by Everett 
Avenue, Maple Street, Beech Street and the MBTA tracks (Block 7), and 2) a new hotel to be 
built on the block bounded by Carter Street, Everett Avenue, Maple Street and Beech Street 
(Block 6). The third phase was identified as ;x "full bu i ld  phase where the City of Chelsea would 
determine the amount of private development that would be allowed in the project area based on 
newly adopted zoning districts and infrastructure improvements that would be completed in 
earlier phases. The full build implementation of the EAURA was expected to eliminate auto 
judyards in the area and reduce: heavy industrial and retail usage while increasing light 
industrial, office, residential, restaurant and hotel uses. 

Following MEPA approval of the Master Plan EIR in June 2001, it was anticipated that 
private developers would come forward with proposals for the balance of the EAURA. At the 
time of the approval of the Master Plan EIR, the Secretary issued a modification to the April 
1998 SRP. The modified SRP required that each proposed development in the EAURA file 
Project Review Documents (PRDs) with the City. In addition, if a proposed development 
exceeded any MEPA threshold by itself, the PRDs are required to be submitted to MEPA. 

Proiect Change Description 

The Proponent has submitted the NPC pursuant to the modified SRP, because the 
proposed residential developments are larger than the original analysis for Blocks 9 and I0 and 
are therefore not consistent with the analysis in the Master Plan EIR. The NPC also provides an 
update on what redevelopment projects have occurred to date in the EAURA, and an update on 
infrastructure improvements that were recommended in the Master Plan EIR. Changes to the 
EAURA since the review of the Master Plan EIR that are outlined in the NPC include: 

Updated proposed EAURA development at build-out, including the infrastructure and utility 
in~provements that have been made; . Detailed EAURA block-by-hlock update: 
Addition of parcels to the EAURA; 
Detailed description of EAURA Block 9 and 10 projects; and, - IJpdated description of EAURA project phasing. 








