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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


EXPANDED ENVIRONMENTAL NOTIFICATION FORM 


PROJECT NAME :Taunton River Pilot Wetlands Mitigation Bank 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY : Hallson 
PROJECT WATERSHED :Taunton 
EOEA NUMBER : 13916 
PROJECT PROPONENT : BlueWave Capital, LLC 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR :November 22,2006 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Section 11.03 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR I 1.00). I hereby determine that this project 
requires the preparation of a mandatory Environmental Impact Report (ELK). 

As described in the Expanded Environmental Notification Forn~ (EENF), the project 
consists of a pilot wetlands mitigation hank in the Taunton River Watershed. The proposed pilot 
wetlands mitigation bank (the Bank) has been established as directed by Section 89 of Chapter 
291 of the Massachusetts Acts of 2004, enacted on August 10,2004. The Bank project site is 
approximately 16.2 acres in area, located in the Town of Hanson, within the Burrage Pond 
Wildlife Management Area, located off Hawks Avenue. A wetlands mitigation bank is a 
wetlands restoration, creation or enhancement project that is undertaken in order to compensate 
for losses to wetlands resources in a defined geographic area, in this case the Taunton River 
watershed, by providing compensatory mitigation for adverse impacts to wetlands that are 
permitted by local, state or federal regulatory agencies. The bank sells "credits" created through 
the bank's restoration efforts and the purchasers use these credits to comply with permit 
requirements and offset impacts to wetlands. Credits may also be purchased as part of a response 
to enforcement actions taken by local, state or federal regulators. 

The EENF states that the purpose of the Bank is to replace wetland functions that will be 
unavoidably lost as a result of activities authorized under the Clean Water Act andlor 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) or activities that are the subject of an 
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enforcement action. Furthermore, the proponent has stated that the goals of the Bank are to 
"achieve greater efficiency in wetlands permitting, enhance environmental outcomes associated 
with wetlands enforcement options and provide improvement in multiple functions and values 
attributable to wetlands in the Taunton River watershed." 

The Bank will be comprised of 16.2 acres within the larger 1700 acre Burrage Pond 
Wildlife Management Area, owned and operated by the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife. The Bank site presently consists of abandoned cranberry bogs, sparsely vegetated 
uplands, manmade channels and marginal wetlands, as well as more valuable emergent and 
wooded wetlands that will not be disturbed by the proposed work. Upon completion of the 
project, approximately 9.3 acres of disturbed upland area are expected to become wetland, and 
16.1 acres of disturbed wetland area (abandoned cranberry bogs and marginal vegetated wetlands 
likely created during cranberry bog operations) are intended to be enhanced. The creation and 
enhancement of Bank wetlands will result in the alteration of 25 acres of land, the alteration of 
700,700 square feet (sf) of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (BVW), and the alteration of 14,400 
linear feet of bank (13,040 of which is bog canal). 

This project is subject to a mandatory EIR pursuant to Section I 1.03(3)(a)(l)(a) of the 
MEPA regulations because it requires a state permit and consists of alteration of one or more 
acres of BVW. The project also exceeds various ENF thresholds associated with the alteration of 
inland bank (Section 11,03(3)(b)(I)(b)), direct alteration of 25 or more acres of land (Section 
I 1.03(b)(l)), and the potential taking of an endangered or threatened species or species of special 
concern as mapped under the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) regulations 
(Section 11.03(2)(b)(2)). The project will require numerous State, Federal and local permits 
including: an United States Army Corps of Engineers (U.S. ACOE) review of Prospectus for 
Wetlands Bank, a U.S. ACOE Section 404 Permit, a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) Construction General Permit from the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (U.S. EPA), a 401 Water Quality Cerlification (401 WQC) from the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), and an Order of Conditions from the 
Hanson Conservation Commission, and in the case of an appeal, a Superseding Order of 
Conditions from MassDEP. The project also requires review of Restoration and Monitoring 
Plans under Chapter 291 of the Actsbf 2004 and Agreement among the Bank Sponsor, EOEA 
and EOT under Chapter 291 of the Acts of 2004. 

The proponent has indicated that it is presently not seeking financial assistance from the 
Commonwealth for the project. Additionally, while the Bank will not require a land transfer, due 
to its placement on a State owned property managed by a State agency MEPA jurisdiction will be 
broad. However, given the nature of the project, the primary focus of the Single EIR scope will 
remain on wetlands impacts. 


















