
PUH1,IC N O T I C E  

Mzrssnchusctts Secretary of Encrgy and Env~ro~~rncnral Af l i i rs  Ian A.  Bowlcs wi l l  hold a puhlic hearing on Novcn~hcr 8, 
2007 for ;I proposal to amcnd the designalionr of the Squannassil and Pckrpawag Areas 01Crilical Environ~nental 
Concern (ACECs) b r  the purpose oTcxtcnrling the effective datcs oldcsignstion rcg;ading Great Ponds and navigahlc 
rivers and streams within the ACEC boun<luriesfor two more years from the originz~lly prescribed dates unlil Dccembcr 
1 1 .  2009. The Secretary accepted the prop~~sal  rcvicw on Scptcmhcr 28. 2007. to amcnd these Iwo ACECs for p ~ ~ h l i c  
The Squannassil ACEC is loc;~tcd will l in porlions o f  [lie ~nurricipalitics ol' Ashhy. Ayer, Groton, Harvard, Lancastcr. 
L.uncnhurg. Pepperell, Shirlcy, and Townscnd and Ihc Pelapowag ACEC is localrd within portions of the municipalitic\ 
ol' Ayer. Dul~stable, Groton, Peppcrcll, and Tyngshoro. The proposal to alllend the ACECs was suhmilrcd hy the 
Commissioner ol' the Departnle~~t and Recreation (DCRI. Rich;rnl K. Sullivan, un September 26, 2007 ol' Cc~nrcrvz~lion 
pursuant to 301 ChlR 12.05. 

A puhlic information ~nceting wi l l  he ht:ld on Tucsdxy, October 21, 2007, li'om 7:OO - 9:00 P M  at the Groton-Dunsrahlc 
Middle School Audi lor iu~n lt,cated at 144 Main Slreet in Groton. 

The Secrctary of  Energy and Envi ron~nenta l  Affairs wi l l  ho ld  a pnhlic Ilearing on: 

Novemher 8.2007 7:00 - Y:0= 

Groton-Dunstnble Middle School A ~ ~ d i t o r i u m ,  
344 M a i n  Street (Route I 1  111 IY), Groton 

The purpose of this hearing is to receive public testimony to determine whether to amend the Sqnannassit and 

Pelapawag ACECs, as specifically proposed, pnrsnant to Section 2(7) o f  Chapter Z l A  of  the Massach~lsetts 

General 1.aws. Written and/or oral tc:sti~nany wi l l  he accepled at the t i n~c  o l  ihc hearing regarding the proposal tu 

amend thc Sqr~;~nnassit and Petap;rwag ACECs as spccilically rel;~tcs lu  the iwo-year extension <IT ihc ell$clivc datcs of  

designation for Great Ponds and irnvigshlt. rivcrs and strwms within the ACEC houndarics. Additional wriltcn 

comments m;~y hc suhrnittccl to the .'iccrctal-y of  Encrgy and Environmcnlal Al'lairs within ten ~ l ; ~ y s  the public 
i ~ f  
hearing, to: 


I a n  A. Howles. Secretary of Energy and  Environmental Affairs 

Attn: ACEC Program, Department o f  Conservation and Recrca t io~~  

251 Causcrvay Street, Suite 700 

Boston, M A  02114 


The Squannassil and Pctapawag ACECs incluilc nine ponds in  six towns that arc cl;lssiticd as Great Ponds acc<~rding lo 

the Dcpart~nenl ~ ) f  Envirrrnme~~tal or Simd Pond in  a; Pond in 
Prolectii~n (MassDEP). Thesc includc: S;rndy Lon. 
&and C ; j ;  Masaapoag Pond in  Dunslablc. (im.and 'ryneshon,u&; Knops PondILosl L;~kcin w: 
Whilncy or Cow Pond in m m ,  Manins Pond in (m;Baddacook Pond in (;roton; Hcald or Blood Pond in 
w:;~nd Vinton Pond in Tow~~scnd. Grcal Ponds ant1 n;ivigable rivcrs i r~ ld  stlcams nresuhiect to the prtivisii~ns ill 
thc W;rtcrw;~ys (Chapter 9 I)  Regulations (301 C M R  9.00). The ul-iginal dcsigoa~ion documents (Dcccmhcr 11, 2002) 
f<lr the Squannassil and Pcrapawag ACECs included a livc-year cx~cnsian of  effective ACE(: datcs for these w,rtcr 
hutlies. The proposal to i1111end (he ACECs wi l l  cnlcnd this effeclivc date hy two more years. 'This extension wi l l  allow 
lime ibr ~nunicip;~lirics and landowocrs polcntinlly affected by lhc Waterways Regulations a, prepare rcsoul.cc 
m;rnagemenl plans ;~nd/or ro cornply with the pl-ovicii~ns or c'll regarding the licensing o f  privatc strucluics such as 
private drrcks i ~ n d  piers on lhc Great Pr~ndswithin these ACECs. 

Copies ol' the nnrentlnrc~it propussl h:~ve hcen dislrihutcd I,, ihc town halls and public libraries in  all of tlie al'l'ectecl 
conr~~runi l ic ,as well as to other inlcrcstcd agencies ;tnd individualr. The arncnd~ncnt proposal (nay he ex;rrninecl at llrc 
town halls ;mtl public lihrarics, at the ol'lices of  thc Massachusclts Depirrllncnt o f  Conservation ;lnJ Recreation (DCR). 
251 Causeway Strcc~. Suite 700, B I M A  02114. or on tlie ACEC r n wcbsile a1 

I ! ! !  I ! ! ' I  'I'I!~~.:MI~!. Copies 0 1 !he ~trriendlrrcrtl pmposal arc also i~vsilnhlc horn 

El i~aherhSorcnsorl. A C K  Progmm, ill the ahovc I)CII  addrcss or by conlacting Ms. Surcnson nl (617) 62h-1394. [lr a1 
~ ~~ ~I ~-I ! I I I .  1:urthcr inlormatinn refanling ~ h c  ACEC' Ptogr,~~n is also ;~v;~il;~hle~II 
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Septembcr 28,2007 

Richard K. Sullivan, Commissioner 
Department of Conservation and Recreation 
251 Causeway Strcct, Suite 900 
Boston. MA 02\14 

Re: Proposal to amend Squannassit and Petapawag Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs), 
located in portions of thc Towns of Ashby, Ayer, Dunstable, Groton, Harvard, Lancastcr, 
Lunenburg, Pepperell, Shirley, Townsend, and Tyngsboro 

Dear Commissioner Sullivan: 

I am writing to you to acknowledge receipt on September 26,2007 of the proposal to amend the dcsignations 
of both the Squannassit and Petapawag Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) in the above- 
referenced towns for the purpose of extending the effective dates of desibmation regarding Grcat Ponds and 
navigable rivers and streams within the ACEC boundaries for two more years from the originally prescribed 
dates until December 11,2009. 

I am also writing to inform you and thc eleven communities included in the ACEC areas, that following an 
initial review and pursuant to the ACEC Regulations at 301 CMR 12.07,1 am accepting the proposal to 
amend both ACECs, for the specific purpose stated, for full review. As slatcd in the ACEC Regulations, 
"at any time after an ACEC has becn designatcd for onc year, the Secreta~y or any of the nominating parties 
listed in 301 CMR 12.05 may seek lo amend" the designation. 

The Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) administers thc ACEC Program on behalf of my 
office. Ovcr the next two months A.CEC Program staff will conduct the revicw of the amcndrnent proposal 
for bolh ACECs. The review will consist of: 

conducting a public information meeting in a centrally located venue to the 11 communities 
included in the two designatcd ACECs to inform the public about thc amendment proposals and 
the effects of the proposals, on 

Tuesday, October 23,2007 from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. a t  
Groton-Dunstable Middle School Auditorium 
344 Main St. 
Groton, MI\ 

gathering and evaluating additional information about thc proposal, and 




