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PUBLIC MEETING -March 22.2007 

Draft Total M a x i n ~ u mDaily Load (TMDL) For  Total P h o s p h o r u s  
Lower C h a r l e s  River Basin 

The Massachusetts Department of Environlnental Protectio~l(MassDEP) announces the availability for 
public comment the Draft Total klaximum Daily Load for Nutrients In the Lower Charles River 
Basin, Massachusetts. This draft TMDL Report (CN 301 .O) is required by the EPA Federal Clean Water 
Act, Section 303d. It  has been prepred through the collaborative efforts of MassDEP, US EPA Region 
I ,  and Tetra Tech, Inc. and was developed to evaluate and address eutrophication in the Lower Charles 
River Basin. 

A TMDL establishes a lnaximurn amount of pollution that a water body can accept and still meet water 
quality standards. The TMDL serves as the technical basis for developing more detailed local 
implementation plans designed to f~nd,prioritize. and address specific sources of phosphorus throughout 
the watershed and restore the water quality i n  the Lower Charles River Basin. This 8.5-mile section of 
the river that begins at the Watertown Darn and ends at the Museum of Science has been plagued in 
recent years with excessive algal blooms. It was previously listed on the EPA approved 2004 
Massachusetts Integrated list of waters (category 5) and the proposed 2006 Integrated List of Waters as 
impaired for nutrients, organic enrichment, and noxious aquatic plants. 

MassDEP has prepared the Draft TMDL report for controlling excess nutrients (phosphoms), the 
primary cause of algal blooms and other associated impairments in the Lower Charles River Basin. 
These conditions impair the water tor their designated uses, including swimming, fishing, and aesthetic 
quality. Under extreme conditions algal blooms can lead to the release of toxic compounds and can lead 
to periodic and extreme flucti~ationsin dissolved oxygen concentrations that threaten aquatic life. The 
primary "locally controllable" sources of phosphorus include stormwater runoff, illicit sewer 
connections, combined sewer overflows (CSO's) and discharges Frorn publicly owned treatment works 
(POTWs) throughout the watershed including rnztny sources both above and below the Watertown Dam. 

A copy of this Draft TMDL and a further explanation of the TMDL Program are available on 
MassDEP's website at: ht~p:l/~~ww.~~ass.g~~vlde~~/water/re~~~~~rces/t~ndls,ht~n. 

The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (klassDEP) will hold a public meeting 
on Thursday, March 22,2007 from 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm at the Massachusetts Horticultural Society 
@ Elm Bank, YO0 Washington Street, Wellesley, MA to discuss the proposed TMDL. Directions can 
be found on the Mass Horticultural Society website @ http://www.masshort.ure/. 

This informatiea ir available in alternate formnl. Call Donald bl. Gomes, ADA Coordinator a1 (617)556-1057. 
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MassDEP wil l  consider all comments and the Draft TMDL Report wi l l  be revised as appropriate prior to 
submittal to EPA Region 1 for final approval. A l l  public comments, which should refer to report number 
CN 301.0, rnust be received in writing or preferably in electronic format by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 
20, 2007, and be addressed to: 

Masrachu:;ctts Dcp.~rcme~it oF E~~\. i l -onrnun~d Protection 
L)ivisio~> of Watershctl M;~na:cmc~iL, 

617 Milin St., 2nd Floor 
WOI.CC~ICI., MA, 0 1608 
, \ t t r l :  Dr. Russell Isaac 

RusscII.Isa;c@~tatc.~iia.u~ 


