
Update on the Citv of Boston's 

Charlestown Navy Yard Municipal Harbor Plan Amendment 


On May 25,2007 the Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA) submitted an amendment 
to the City of Boston's Harbor Park Municipal Harbor Plan (MHP), consisting oftwo 
documents (the Waterfront Activation Network Plan and the Water-Dependent Use 
Managcmcnt Plan for the Ct~drlestown Navy Yard) for review and approval pursuant to 
301 CMR 23.00 and Requirements 7 & 8 of the Secretary's 1991 MHP Decision. 

In response to public comment and input received during the consultation session, the 
BRA has submitted revised and updated information on proposed offsetting measures to 
be incorporated as part of the MHP amendment. A summary of this supplemental 
information is attached. 
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RE: Charlestown Navy Yard Municipal Harbor Plan Amendment 

Dcar Secretary Bowles: 

On May 25,2007, the Boston Redevelopment Authority ("BRA") submitted the Waterfront 
Activation Nehvork Plan and the Water-Dependent Use Management Plan for the Charlestown Navy 
Yard in the form of an amendment to the 1990 Harborpark Municipal Harbor Plan for your review 
and approval pursuant to 301 CMR 23.00. 

These documents lay out a conceptual plan for improved public access and year-round enjoyment of 
the Harbonvalk and waterfront areas ofthe Navy Yard. The general goals and objectives are to 
improve the clarity and connectedness of the extraordinary resources of the historic Navy Yard 
ineluding the public aecess areas and historic and cultural institvtions. The Plans seek to create a 
common identity for the entire Navy Yard and generate interest fordivcrse audiences at varied times 
of the day and year. Finally, the Plans develop a realistic implementation plan with a far-reaching 
implementation strategy involving many partners and funding sources. 

Since last year, we have been working with yoilr staff during the consultation session to address the 
commcnts and input gathered during the public review process. The feedback we have received, 
particularly from your staff and the harbor advocates have been greatly helpful in strengthening the 
goals of the Plans and the near term public benefits tied to the redevelopment of Pier 5. 

We are pleased to have made modifications to the amendment to the 1990 Harborpark Municipal 
Harbor Plan and offer this letter of clarification to the Waterfront Activation Nehvork Plan and its 
consistency with requirement number eight of the Secreta~y's May 22, 1991 Harborpark Municipal 
Harbor Plan decision. 

The redevelopment of Pier 5 will now provide a 10,500 square foot special publie destination facility 
designed for flexible use including accommodation for Courageous Sailing Centcr's proposed 
expansion. The facility will be rcnt free for the tenn of the Chapter 91 License and provided with a 
basic build-out finish. 

Also, eoncurrently with the redevelopment of Pier 5, will be investments to the Charlestown 
Gateways as identified in the Watcrfront Activation Network Plan including improved access, 
lighting, and wayfinding and interpretive signage for an amount up to $100,000; installation of 
interpretive signage, exhibits and historic elements for existing finished scctions of waterfront opcn 
space and Harborwalk in plan area; the exterior ofthe pumphouse at Drydock number 2 will be 
utilized as a network center to the Story Loop system including installation ofwayfinding and 
interpretive elements; and on Pier 4, a minimum 10,000 square foot open space enhancement and 
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