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October 11, 2019 
Kathleen A. Theoharides, Secretary      
Executive Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs  
Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act Office 
Alex Strysky, EEA No. 16040 
100 Cambridge Street, 9th Floor 
Boston, MA 02114-2524 
       Re: Specialty Minerals, Inc. 
        Quarry Minerals Management EIR 
        Adams, MA  
Dear Secretary Theoharides, 
 
The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), Western Regional 
Office (WERO) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Single Environmental Impact 
Report (SEIR) submitted for the proposed Quarry Minerals Management landfill project at 260 
Columbia Street in Adams (EEA #16040).  The applicable MassDEP regulatory and permitting 
considerations regarding wastewater, air pollution, solid waste, and waste site cleanup are 
discussed. 
 
I. Project Description 
 

Specialty Minerals, Inc. (SMI) located at 260 Columbia Avenue, in Adams, proposes to 
establish a new on-site, solid waste disposal area for mineral solids generated by their 
limestone processing.  The disposal area will cover a 72-acre portion of the existing quarry 
and receive an annual average of 310 tons per day (tpd) of mineral solid waste.  As the 
mining/quarrying operations expand to the north on the parcel, and the existing solids 
disposal sites reach capacity, SMI (the Proponent) proposes to reclaim the currently 
active, 350 feet deep quarry by landfilling mining and processing residuals over the next 
50 years.  Filling will proceed in Phases (cells) of approximately 5 years intervals; interim 
closures and final grades of the disposal area will be loamed and seeded.   
 
The facility will accept solely mined and processed mineral materials from the SMI 
processes; no other solid waste or off-site material will be disposed.  The Proponent will 
continue to recycle as much of the residuals as markets will allow.  Excess material will 
be disposed on-site.  The landfill construction is proposed similarly to the existing three 
on-site disposal areas that have or will reach capacity. 
 
Groundwater suppression and stormwater management are currently accomplished 
through pumping water from a collection area at the deepest section of the active pit to 
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the regulated settling ponds and stormwater system.  That practice will continue initially.  
As the fill project proceeds into the future, the deepest part of the quarry will eventually be 
filled with unprocessed rock material (not considered solid waste) derived from mining, to 
an elevation of 760 feet above mean sea level (fmsl), to maintain, conservatively a 
minimum of 4 feet separation of disposed material above the estimated high groundwater.  
Landfill design and stormwater management design are intended to keep stormwater from 
infiltrating disposed materials.  A 12-inch diameter gravity collection pipe, to be installed 
following the filling of the quarry to an elevation of 760 fmsl will collect stormwater and any 
infiltrating groundwater and direct it to the settling ponds and subsequently discharging to 
the Hoosic River. 
 
The project triggers a Mandatory Environmental Impact Report (EIR) threshold for the 
disposal of 150 or more tpd of new capacity at a solid waste facility. 

 
The project requires a BAW SW 01 - Site Suitability Report for a New Site Assignment 
and a BAW SW 26 New Large Landfill from MassDEP.  Each cell (phase) may also require 
an Authorization to Operate permits from MassDEP.  The closure design of cells and the 
final closure of the landfill will also require Corrective Action Design permit(s).  MassDEP 
will send a copy of the Site Suitability report to the Town of Adams; the project also 
requires approval of the proposal through a Site Assignment from the Adams Board of 
Health. 
 
The project Proponent indicates all work is outside of wetlands jurisdictional areas and the 
Proponent has not proposed any changes to the surface water discharge permit. 
 
There are no changes to the project as proposed in the Expanded Environmental 
Notification Form.  Environmental impacts associated with this project include: 

• Construction of a 72 Acres solid waste (mineral waste) landfill. 
 
II. Required Mass DEP Permits and/or Applicable Regulations  

 
Wetlands 
310 CMR 10.00 

 Water Pollution Control 
 314 CMR 3.00 

Air Pollution 
310 CMR 7.00 
Solid Waste 
310 CMR 16.00 
Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup 
310 CMR 40.000 
 

III. Permit Discussion 

 
 Bureau of Water Resources 

  
Wetlands and Waterways 
The Proponent has stated there are no impacts to wetland resource areas or buffer zones.  
MassDEP notes the Proponent has made this determination through the review of 
MassGIS wetlands resource area data layers.  MassDEP advises the Proponent to 
conduct a more thorough review of potential impacts to resource areas as MassGIS data 



EEA No. 16040 
Quarry Minerals Management, SMI, Adams - SEIR 

3 

layers are not detailed enough to preclude jurisdiction.  In January 2013, the Adams 
Conservation Commission issued an Amended Order of Resource Delineation for the area 
near the existing landfills and it is suggested the delineation is reviewed relative to this 
project to determine if additional field investigation is necessary.   
 
Wastewater  
The Proponent states there is no anticipated change to the discharge relative to the 
NPDES discharge permit. 

 
 Bureau of Air and Waste 

 
Air Pollution Control 
MassDEP’s previous comments remain valid. 

  
Solid Waste 
The Proponent adequately responded to the requirements of the SEIR Scope.  Additional 
details of solid waste permitting will be addressed in part through the Individual Rule 
Project permitting process and through the individual permits for his proposed Phased 
project.  MassDEP’s previously submitted comments on the EENF remain valid, except 
as outlined below.   
 

• The Proponent states that the Quarry Minerals Management Area will be outside the 
1000-foot setback to the nearest residences (along Old Columbia Street).  To clarify, 
it is our understanding that clean fill (rockwaste and crusher waste) will be placed in 
the portion of the landfill area within the 1,000-foot setback to residences; regulated 
solid waste material (pond solids and Fluosolids dust) will be placed in the remaining 
portion of the landfill area outside the 1,000-foot setback to residences.  MassDEP 
reiterates previous comment that the Proponent is advised to clearly demonstrate 
through the permitting process, procedures to ensure and verify that only clean, 
(unprocessed) natural materials will be placed within the 1000-foot setback to the 
residences.  In addition, the Proponent is advised to ensure mitigation of noise and 
nuisance dust conditions within the 1000-foot setback is adequate. 

 

• MassDEP notes a typographical correction in that the permit applications are referred 
to as BRP SW01 and BRP SW26.  The correct application citations are: BAW SW 01 
- Site Suitability Report for a New Site Assignment and a BAW SW 26 New Large 
Landfill.  MassDEP will send a copy of the Site Suitability report to the Town of Adams; 
the project also requires approval of the proposal through a Site Assignment from the 
Adams Board of Health.  As noted, each cell (phase) may also require an Authorization 
to Operate permits from MassDEP.  The closure design of cells and the final closure 
of the landfill will also require Corrective Action Design permit(s). 

 
Greenhouse Gas Analysis 
MassDEP’s previous comments remain valid. 
 
MassDEP acknowledges that the Proponent estimates, based on EPA data referenced in 
the SEIR, carbon sequestration benefit will be provided by the 72 acres of plants proposed 
for the closure as well as the 72 acres of soils.  As described by the EPA document cited, 
carbon sequestration in the soil is nearly three times (3x) the amount of the carbon 
sequestered in the vegetative cover.   
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Bureau of Waste Prevention 
 
MassDEP’s previous comments remain valid. 

 
IV. Section 61 Findings 

 
The proponent has presented proposed Section 61 Findings in the SEIR for this project. 
MassDEP has reviewed these findings and finds them to be satisfactory. However, 
additional assessment and/or alternative mitigation measures may be necessitated based 
on the submittal of detailed information as part of the solid waste permitting process. 
 

V. Other Comments/Guidance 
 
If you have any questions regarding this comment letter, please do not hesitate to contact 
Kathleen Fournier at (413) 755-2267. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Michael Gorski 
Regional Director 
 
cc:       MEPA File 


