301 CMR 11.00: MEPA REGULATIONS

Section 11.03: Review Thresholds

The review thresholds identify categories of Projects or aspects thereof of
a nature, size or location that are likely, directly or indirectly, to cause
Damage to the Environment. Except when the Secretary requires fail-safe
review, the review thresholds determine whether MEPA review is required.
MEPA review is required when one or more review thresholds are met or
exceeded and the subject matter of at least one review threshold is within
MEPA jurisdiction. A review threshold that is met or exceeded specifies
whether MEPA review shall consist of an ENF and a mandatory EiR or of
an ENF and other MEPA review if the Secretary so requires. The subject
matter of a review threshold is within MEPA jurisdiction when there is full-
scope )urisdiction (i.e., the Project is undertaken by an Agency or involves
Financial Assistance) or when the subject matter of the review threshold is
conceptually or physically related to the subject matter of one or more
required Permits (provided that the review thresholds for Land and Areas
of Critical Environmental Concern shall be considered to be related to the
subject matter of any required Permit) or the area subject to a Land
Transfer. The review threshoids do not apply to: a lawfully existing
structure, facility or activity; Routine Maintenance; a Replacement Project;
or a Project that is consistent with a Special Review Procedure review
document, or other plan or document that has been prepared with the
express purpose of assessing the potential environmental impacts from
future Projects, has been reviewed as such in accordance with MEPA and
301 CMR 11.00, and has been allowed or approved by any Participating
Agency, unless the filing of an ENF and an EIR was required by a decision
of the Secretary on any such review document, plan or document. The
review thresholds are the following:

{1) Land.

(a) ENF and Mandatorv EIR.

1. Direct alteration of 50 or more acres of land, unless the Project is
consistent with an approved conservation farm plan or forest cutting plan
or other similar generally accepted agricultural or forestry practices.

2. Creation of ten or more acres of impervious area,

(b) ENF and Other MEPA Review if the Secretary So Requires.

1. Direct alteration of 25 or more acres of land, unless the Project is
consistent with an approved conservation farm plan or forest cuiting plan
or other similar generally accepted agricultural or forestry practices.

2. Creation of five or more acres of impervious area.

3. Conversion of land held for natural resources purposes in accordance
with Article 97 of the Amendments to the Conslitution of the
Commonwealth to any purpose not in accordance with Article 97.

4. Conversion of land in active agricultural use to nonagricultural use,




proevided the land includes soils classified as prime, state-important or
unigque by the United States Department of Agriculture, unless the Project
is accessory to active agricultural use or consists solely of cne single
family dwelling.

5. Release of an interest in land held for conservation, preservation or
agricultural or watershed preservation purposes.

6. Approval in accordance with M.G L. ¢. 121A of a New urban
redevelopment project or a fundamental change in an approved urban
redevelopment project, provided that the Project consists of 100 or more
dwelling units or 50,000 or more sf of non-residential space,

7. Approval in accordance with M.G.L. c. 121B of a New urban renewal
plan or a major maodification of an existing urban renewal plan.

2y State-listed Species under Mguln_dzmge-r-ed S]iccieé ALr
{a).._ LNT and Mandalery IR, None.

_ () _ ENI'and Other MEPA Review ifthe Secretary So Requires

I, Alteration ot designated siemificant habita,
2. Greater than two acres ol disturbance of designated priority

habilal, as defined i 321 CMR 10,02, that results in a take of a state-lisled

gndanpered or threatened spegies or species of special concem.

{3) Wetlands, Waterways and Tidelands.

(a) ENF and Mandatory EIR.

1. Provided that a Permit is required:

a. alteration of one or more acres of salt marsh or bordering vegetating
wetlands; or

b. alteration of ten or more acres of any other wetlands.

2 Alteration requiring a variance in accordance with the Wetlands
Protection Act.

3. Construction of a New dam.

4. Structural alteration of an existing dam that causes an Expansion of
20% or any decrease in impoundment Capacity.

5. Provided that a Chapter 91 License is required, New non-water
dependent use or Expansion of an existing non-water dependent
structure, provided the use or structure occupies one or more acres of
waterways or tidelands.

(b) ENF and Other MEPA Review if the Secretary So Requires.

1. Provided that a Permit is required:

a. alteration of coastal dune, barrier beach or coastal bank;

b. alteraticn of 500 or more linear feet of bank along a fish run orinland
bank;

c. alteration of 1,000 or more sf of salt marsh or outstanding resource
waters;

d. alteration of 5,000 or more sf of bordering or isolated vegetated
wetlands;
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€. New fill or structure or Expansion of existing fill or structure, except a
pile-supported structure, in a velocity zone or regulatory floodway; or

f. alteration of one half or more acres of any other wetlands.

2. Construction of a New roadway or bridge providing access to a barrier
beach or a New utility line providing service to a structure on a barrier
beach.

3. Dredging of 10,000 or more cy of material.

4. Disposal of 10,000 or more cy of dredged material, unless at a
designated in-water disposal site.

5. Provided that a Chapter 91 License is required, New or existing
unlicensed non-water dependent use of waterways or tidelands, unless
the Project is an overhead utility line, a structure of 1,000 or less sf base
area accessory to a single family dwelling, a temporary use in a
designated port area, or an exisiing unlicensed structure in use prior to
January 1, 1984. 6. Construction, reconstruction or Expansion of an
existing solid fill structure of 1,000 or more sf base area or of a pile-
supported or bottom-anchored structure of 2,000 or more sf base area,
except a seasonal, pile-held or bottom-anchored float, provided the
structure occupies flowed tidelands or other waterways.

(4) Water.

{(a) ENF and Mandatory EIR.

1. New withdrawal or Expansion in withdrawal of:

a. 2,500,000 or more gpd from a surface water source; or

b. 1,500,000 or more gpd from a groundwater source.

2. New interbasin transfer of water of 1,000,000 or more gpd or any
amount determined significant by the Water Resources Commission.
3. Construction of one or more New water mains ten or more miles in
length.

4. Provided that the Project is undertaken by an Agency, New water
service to a municipality or water district across a municipal boundary
through New or existing pipelines, unless a disruption of service
emergency is declared in accordance with applicable statutes and
regulations.

(b) ENF and Other MEPA Review if the Secretary So Requires.

1. New withdrawal or Expansion in withdrawal of 100,000 or more gpd
from a water source that requires New construction for the withdrawal.

2. New withdrawal or Expansion in withdrawat of 500,000 or more gpd
from a water supply system above the lesser of current system-wide
authorized withdrawal volume or three-years' average system-wide actual
withdrawal volume.

3. Construction of one or mere New water mains five or more miles in
length.

4, Construction of a New drinking water treatment plant with a Capacity of
1,000,000 or more gpd.



5. Expansion of an existing drinking water treatment plant by the greater of
1,000,000 gpd or 10% of existing Capacity.

6. Alteration requiring a variance in accordance with the Watershed
Protection Act, unless the Project consists solely of one single family
dwelling.

7. Non-bridged stream crossing 1,000 or less feet upstream of a public
surface drinking water supply for purpose of forest harvesting activities.

{5) Wastewater.

{a) ENF and Mandatory EIR.

1. Construction of a New wastewater treatment and/or disposal facility with
a Capacity of 2,500,000 or more gpd.

2. New interbasin transfer of wastewater of 1,000,000 or more gpd or any
amount determined significant by the Water Resource Commission.

3. Construction of one or more New sewer mains ten or more miles in
length.

4. Provided that the Project is undertaken by an Agency, New sewer
service to a municipality or sewer district across a municipal boundary
through New or existing pipelines, unless an emergency is declared in
accordance with applicable statutes and regulations.

5. New discharge or Expansion in discharge of any amount of sewage,
industrial waste water or untreated stormwater directly to an outstanding
resource water.

6. New Capacity or Expansion in Capacity for storage, treatment,
processing, combustion or disposal of 150 or more wet tpd of sewage
sludge, sludge ash, grit, screenings, or other sewage sludge residual
materials, unless the Project is an Expansion of an existing facility within
an area that has already been sited for the proposed use in accordance
with M.G.L. ¢. 21 or M.G.L. c. 83, section 6.

(b} ENF and Other MEPA Review if the Secretary So Reguires.

1. Construction of a New wastewater treatment and/or disposal facility with
a Capacity of 100,000 or more gpd.

2. Expansion of an existing wastewater treatment and/or disposal facility
by the greater of 100,000 gpd or 10% of existing Capacity.

3. Construction of one or more New sewer mains:

a. that will resuit in an Expansion in the flow to a wastewater treatment
and/or disposal facility by 10% of existing Capacity;

b. five or rore miles in length; or

¢. 1/2 or more miles in length, provided the sewer mains are not located in
the right of way of existing roadways.

4. New discharge or Expansion in discharge:

a. to a sewer system of 100,000 or more gpd of sewage, industrial waste
water or untreated stormwater,;

b. to a surface water of.

i. 100,000 or more gpd of sewage,;

ii. 20,000 or more gpd of industrial waste water; or




iii. any amount of sewage, industrial waste water or untreated stormwater
requiring a variance from applicable water quality regulations; or

¢. to groundwater of:

i. 10,000 or more gpd of sewage within an area, zone or district
established, delineated or identified as necessary or appropriate to protect
a public drinking water supply, an area established to protect a nitrogen
sensitive embayment, an area within 200 feet of a tributary to a public
surface drinking water supply, or an area within 400 feet of a public
surface drinking water supply;

ii. 50,000 or more gpd of sewage within any other area;

iii. 20,000 or more gpd of industrial waste water; or

iv. any amount of sewage, industrial waste water or untreated stormwater
requiring approval by the Depariment of Environmental Protection of a
variance from Title 5 of the State Environmental Code for New
construction.

5. New Capacity or Expansion in Capacity for:

a. combustion or disposal of any amount of sewage sludge, sludge ash,
grit, screenings, or other sewage sludge residual materials; or

b. storage, treatment, or processing of 50 or more wet tpd of sewage
sludge or sewage sludge residual materials.

(6) Transportation.

{a) ENF and Mandatory EIR.

1. Unless the Project consists solely of an internal or on-site roadway or is
located entirely on the site of a non-roadway Project:

a. construction of a New roadway two or more miles in length; or

b. widening of an existing roadway by one or more travel lanes for two or
more miles.

2. New interchange on a completed limited access highway.

3. Construction of a New airport.

4. Construction of a New runway or terminal at an existing airport.

5. Construction of a New rail or rapid transit line along a New, unused or
abandoned right-of-way for transportation of passengers or freight {not
including sidings, spurs or other lines not leading to an ultimate
destination).

6. Generation of 3,000 or more New adt on roadways providing access to
a single location.

7. Construction of 1,000 or more New parking spaces at a single location.
(b) ENF and Other MEPA Review if the Secretary So Requires.

1. Unless the Project consists solely of an internal or on-site roadway or is
located entirely on the site of a non-roadway Project:

a. construction of a New roadway one-quarter or more miles in length; or
b. widening of an existing roadway by four or more feet for one-half or
more miles.

2. Construction, widening or maintenance of a roadway or its right-of-way
that will:




a. alter the bank or terrain located ten more feet from the existing roadway
for one-half or more miles, unless necessary to install a structure or
equipment;

b. cut five or more living public shade trees of 14 or more inches in
diameter at breast height; or

¢. eliminate 300 or maore feel of stone wall.

3. Expansion of an existing runway at an airport.

4. Construction of a New taxiway at an airport.

5. Expansion of an existing taxiway at Logan Airport.

6. Expansion of an existing terminal at Logan Airport by 100,000 or more
sf.

7. Expansion of an existing terminal at any other airport by 25,000 or more
sf.

8. Construction of New or Expansion of existing air cargo buildings at an
airport by 100,300 or more sf.

9. Conversion of a military airport to a non-military airport.

10. Construction of a New rail or rapid transit line for transportation of
passengers or freight.

11. Discontinuation of passenger or freight service along a rail or rapid
transit line.

12. Abandonment of a substantially intact rail or rapid transit right-of-way.
13. Generation of 2,000 or more New adt on roadways providing access to
a single location. 14. Generation of 1,000 or more New adt on roadways
providing access to a single location and construction of 150 or more New
parking spaces at a single location.

15. Construction of 300 or more New parking spaces at a single location.
(7) Energy.

{a) ENF and Mandatory EIR.

1. Construction of a New electric generating facility with a Capacity of 100
or more MW.

2. Expansion of an existing electric generating facility by 100 or more MW.
3. Construction of a New fuel pipeline ten or more miles in length.

4. Construction of electric transmission lines with a Capacity of 230 or
more kv, provided the transmission lines are five or more miles in length
along New, unused or abandoned right of way.

(b) ENF and Other MEPA Review if the Secretary So Requires.

1. Construction of a New electric generating facility with a Capacity of 25
or more MW,

2. Expansion of an existing electric generating facility by 25 or more MW,
3. Construction of a New fuel pipeline five or more miles in length.

4, Construction of electric transmission lines with a Capacity of 69 or more
kv, provided the transmission lines are one or more miles in length along
New, unused or abandoned right of way.

(8) Air.




(a) ENF and Mandatory EIR. Construction of a New major stationary
source with federal potential emissions, after construction and the
imposition of required controls, of: 250 tpy of any criteria air pollutant; 40
tpy of any HAP; or 100 tpy of any combination of HAPs.

(b} ENF and Other MEPA Review if the Secretary So Requires.

1. Construction of a New major stationary source with federal potential
emissions, after construction and the imposition of required controls, of:
100 tpy of PM as PM10, CO, lead or SO2; 50 tpy of VOC or NOx; 10 tpy
of any HAP; or 25 tpy of any combination of HAPs.

2. Modification of an existing major stationary source resulting in a
"significant net increase” in actual emissions, provided that the stationary
source or facility is major for the pollutant, emission of which is increased
by: 15 tpy of PM as PM10; 100 tpy of CO; 40 tpy of SO2; 25 tpy of VOC or
NOx; 0.6 tpy of lead.

{9) >Solid and Hazardous Waste>.

{a) ENF and Mandatory EIR. New Capacity or Expansion in Capacity of
150 or more tpd for storage, treatment, processing, combustion or
disposal of solid waste, unless the Project is a transfer station, is an
Expansion of an existing facility within a validly site assigned area for the
proposed use, or is exempt from site assignment requirements.

(b) ENF_and QOther MEPA Review if the Secretary So Requires.

1. New Capacity or Expansion in Capacity for combustion or disposal of
any quantity of solid waste, or storage, treatment or processing of 50 or
more tpd of solid waste, unless the Project is exempt from site assignment
requirements.

2. Provided that a Permit is required in accordance with M.G.L. c. 21D,
New Capacity or Expansion in Capacity for the storage, recycling,
treatment or disposal of hazardous waste.

{10) Historical and Archaeological Resources.

(a) ENF and Mandatory EIR. None.

(b) ENF and Other MEPA Review if the Secretary So Requires. Unless the
Project is subject to a Determination of No Adverse Effect by the
Massachusetts Historical Commission or is consistent with a
Memorandum of Agreement with the Massachusetts Historical
Commission that has been the subject of public notice and comment:

1. demolition of all or any exterior part of any Historic Structure listed in or
located in any Historic District listed in the State Register of Historic
Places or the Inventory of Historic and Archaeological Assets of the
Commonwealth; or

2. destruction of all or any part of any Archaeological Site listed in the
State Register of Historic Places or the Inventory of Historic and
Archaeological Assets of the Commonwealth.

{11) Areas of Critical Environmental Concern.




{a) ENF and Mandatory EIR. None.
{b) ENF and Other MEPA Review if the Secretary So Requires. Any

Project within a designated ACEC, unless the Project consists solely of
one single family dwelling.

{12) Requlations.

{a) ENF and Mandatory EIR. None.

{b) ENF and Other MEPA Review if the Secretary So Requires.
Promulgation of New or revised regulations, of which a primary purpose is
protecting against Damage to the Environment, that significantly reduce;
1. standards for environmental protection;

2. opportunities for public participation in permitting or other review
processes; or

3. pubtic access to information generated or provided in accordance with
the reguiations.




301 CMR 11.00: MEPA REGULATIONS

Section 11.05: ENF Preparation and Filing

(1) Filing and Circulation Requirements. If a Project requires MEPA review in
accordance with 301 CMR 11.01(2), the Proponent shall complete an ENF and
file it with the Secretary. Prior to or when filing the ENF with the Secretary, the
Proponent shall circulate copies of the ENF in accordance with 301 CMR
11.16(2) and publish a Public Notice of Environmental Review in accordance
with 301 CMR 11.15(1). The Proponent's failure to circulate the ENF or publish
the Public Notice properly shall allow the Secretary to require an extension or
repetition of the ENF review. The Secretary may reject an incomplete ENF, in
which case the Secretary shall notify the Proponent, who shall file and circulate a
new ENF and publish a new Public Notice.

(2) Timely Filing. In all cases, the Proponent shall file the ENF sufficiently prior
to Commencement of the Project and any required Agency Action to allow timely
compliance with MEPA and 301 CMR 11.00 including analysis of alternatives,
consideration of cumulative environmental impacts, and providing meaningful
opportunities for public review. In the case of a Project undertaken by an Agency,
the Proponent shall ordinarily file the ENF not less than one year prior to the
expected Commencement of the Project, and in any event prior to the Agency's
finalizing the design or making an irreversible commitment of financial resources
to the Project. In the case of a Project that is undertaken by a Person and requires
one or more Permits or involves Financial Assistance but does not involve a Land
Transfer, the Proponent shall file the ENF at any time prior to but no later than ten
Days after filing the first application for a Permit or Financial Assistance. In the
case of a Project that is undertaken by a Person and involves a Land Transfer, the
Proponent shall file the ENF prior to closing the Land Transfer unless the Land
Transfer is not final Agency Action in accordance with 301 CMR 11.02(2). The

Proponent may consult with the Secretary for specific advice as to when to file the
ENF.

(3) Consultation. Prior to filing the ENF, the Proponent may consult with the
Secretary and any Participating Agency to determine any review thresholds the
Project may meet or exceed and any Agency Action it may require, and to avoid
unnecessary MEPA review if the Project may not be eligible for the required
Agency Action.

(4) (a) Description of the Project and Potential Impacts. The ENF shall include
a concise but accurate description of the Project and its alternatives, identify any
review thresholds the Project may meet or exceed and any Agency Action it may
require, present the Proponent's initial assessment of potential environmental
impacts, propose mitigation measures, and may include a proposed Scope. The
ENF shall indicate whether the Proponent is requesting that the Secretary allow a
single EIR in accordance with 301 CMR 11.06(8), establish a Special Review




Procedure in accordance with 301 CMR 11.09, or grant a waiver in accordance
with 301 CMR 11.11. The Proponent shall not limit description of the Project or
assessment of its potential environmental impacts on account of any jurisdictional
or other limtation that may apply to the Scope, if an EIR is required. The ENF
shall separately assess potential environmental impacts and proposed mitigation.
The ENF shall identify the sources on which the assessments are based.

(4)(b) If the project is located in landlocked tidelands as defined in 310 CMR
9.02, the ENF shall include an explanation of the project’s impact on the public’s
rieht to access, use. and enjov tidelands that are protected by chapter 91 and shall
identify measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate any adverse impact on such
rights. If the project is located in landlocked tidelands and an area where low
groundwater levels have been identified by a municipality or by a state or federal
agency as a threat to building foundations, the ENF shall also include an
explanation of the project’s impact on groundwater levels and identify and
commit to taking measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate any adverse impact on
groundwater levels. The ENF shall also describe the project’s compliance with
any municipal regulations designed to protect groundwater levels. The proponent
may combine the information provided under this paragraph with the information
provided under 301 CMR 13.03.

(4)(c) The information provided in the ENF shall be designed to facilitate
consultation and elicit comments identifying any relevant and significant issues.
The Proponent's submission of a proposed Scope with the ENF shall not mean
that the Proponent believes an EIR is required or that the Secretary will require an
EIR. The Proponent's assessment of potential environmental impacts or proposed
Scope shall not limit the Secretary's discretion in determining the Scope.

(5) The ENF. The Seccretary shall prescribe the form and content of the ENF,
which shall be available from the MEPA Office. The Proponent shall complete
the ENF in accordance with 301 CMR 11.00 and any instructions provided on or
with the ENF, and shall use an original or full-sized photocopy or other version of
the ENF expressly approved by the Secretary. The Secretary may from time to
time modify the ENF or instructions, provided that the Secretary shall first
publish the modified form or instructions in the Environmental Monitor and shall
at the same time specify the effective date of the modified ENF or instructions.

(6) Required ENF Attachments. The Proponent shall attach to the ENF an
original United States Geologic Survey Map or other location map expressly
approved by the Secretary that includes and indicates the Project site, a site plan
at an appropriate scale and level of detail, and a list of all Agencies and Persons to
whom the Proponent circulated the ENF in accordance with 301 CMR 11.16(2).

(7) Expanded ENF. In addition to filing a completed ENF and the required
attachments, the Proponent may file more extensive and detailed information
describing and analyzing the Project and its alternatives, and assessing its




potential environmental impacts and mitigation measures. The Proponent may
provide this additional information whenever it is available. The Proponent shall
provide this additional information when the Proponent is requesting that the
Secretary allow a single EIR in accordance with 301 CMR 11.06(8), establish a
Special Review Procedure in accordance with 301 CMR 11.09, or grant a waiver
in accordance with 301 CMR 11.11. The Proponent may refer to 301 CMR
11.07(6) for guidance and may consult with the Secretary for specific advice as to
the form and content of this additional information. The Secretary shall duly
consider this additional information in the ENF, although it shall not limit the
Secretary's discretion to determine the Scope. A Proponent who files an expanded
ENF requesting a single EIR or Special Review Procedure shall be deemed to
consent to an extension of the ENF review period in accordance with 301 CMR

11.06(1) and of the ENF public comment period in accordance with 301 CMR
11.06(3).

(8) Voluntarily Filed ENFE. The Proponent may voluntarily file an ENF and,
with the Secretary's consent, undergo MEPA review for a Project that does not
meet or exceed any review thresholds. Once the Secretary publishes the ENF in
the Environmental Monitor in accordance with 301 CMR 11.15(2), the Proponent
may withdraw the ENF only with the Secretary's consent.

(9) Enforcement Actions. If an Agency's ability to undertake an action enforcing
its statutory or regulatory obligations is impeded by the failure of a Proponent to
file an ENF, the Agency may, with the consent of the Secretary and after 30 Days
prior written notice to the Proponent, file an ENF on behalf of the Proponent.




Section 11.07: EIR Preparation and Filing

(1) Filing and Circulation Requirements. If the Secretary requires an EIR in
accordance with 301 CMR 11.06(7), the Proponent shall prepare the EIR and file
it with the Secretary. Prior to or when filing the EIR with the Secretary, the
Proponent shall circulate copies of the EIR in accordance with 301 CMR 11.16(3)
and the Scope. The Proponent’s failure to circulate the EIR properly shall allow
the Secretary to require an extension or repetition of the EIR review.

{2) Timelv Filing. The Proponent shall file the EIR as soon after the Secretary
issues the Scope as is reasonably possible given the status of Project planning and
design, the type and size of the Project, and the Scope. The Proponent may
consult with the Secretary for specific advice as to when to file the EIR.

(3) Draft EIR. If the Secretary requires an EIR in accordance with 301 CMR
11.06(7), the Proponent shall first prepare a draft EIR, unless otherwise indicated
in the Scope. The draft EIR shall present in accordance with 301 CMR 11.07(6)
and the Scope a reasonably complete and stand-alone description and analysis of
the Project and its alternatives, and an assessment of its potential environmental
impacts and mitigation measures. The Proponent shall ordinarily use the review
and comments by any Person or Apency on the draft EIR as an additional
opportunity to improve the planning and design of the Project.

(4) Final EIR If the Secretary determines that the draft EIR is adequate in
accordance with 301 CMR 11.08(8)(b), the Proponent shall prepare a final EIR,
unless otherwise indicated in the Scope. The Secretary may limit the Scope of the
final EIR to aspects of the Project or issues that require further description or
analysis and a response to comments, instead of requiring a stand-alone document
that meets all of the form and content requirements for an EIR in accordance with
301 CMR 11.07(6), provided that the draft and final EIRs shall present a complete
and definitive description and analysis of the Project and its alternatives, and
assessment of its potential environmental impacts and mitigation measures
sufficient to allow a Participating Agency to fulfill its oblipations in accordance
with - M.GL. ¢ 30, section 61 and 301 CMR 1112(5).

(5) Single EIR, If the Secretary allows a single EIR in accordance with 301
CMR 11.06(8), the Proponent shall prepare a single EIR. The single EIR shall
build on the information in the expanded ENF and shall present in accordance
with 301 CMR 11.07(6) and the Scope a complete, stand-alone and definitive
description and analysis of the Project and its alternatives, and assessment of its
potential environmental impacts and mitigation measures sufficient to allow a
Participating Agency to fulfill its obligations in accordance with M.G.L. ¢. 30,
section 61 and 301 CMR 11.12(5).

{6) Form and Centent of ETR. Unless the Secretary has indicated otherwise in
the Scope or as part of a Special Review Procedure, the depth and level of
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description and analysis in the EIR shall reflect the status of Project planning and
design, the type and size of the Project, the requirements of any Agency Action,
the availability of reasonable altematives and methods to avoid or minimize
potential environmental impacts, and the opportunity to assess environmental
impacts and to identify appropriate mitigation measures. The EIR shall ordinarily
contain the following sections {unless the Secretary indicates in the Scope or as a
part of a Special Review Procedure that specific issues shall be described or
analyzed in additional sections in the EIR or that any of these sections shall not be
included in the EIR):

(a) Title Page. The name and location of the Project, the EOEA File Number, the
type of EIR, the name of the Proponent, the name of the preparer, and the date of
filing;

(b) Table of Contents. The title and page number of all sections, maps, plans,
tables, figures, and appendices of the EIR;
{c) Secretary's Certificates. A copy of each Secretary’s certificate for the Project,
including on the ENF, a draft EIR, or a Notice of Project Change, and any other
determination or document issued by the Secretary for the Project.
{d) Summary. A brief description in clear, nontechnical language including:

1. the name and location of the Project, and the EOEA File Number;
2. a brief Project description listing in particular any changes made to the Project
since the Teview of the previous review document;
3. a list of any Permit, Financial Assistance, or Land Transfer, and any required
Federal environmental, or land-use permit, license, certificate, variance, or
approval with a summary of the current status of each application;
4. a summary of alternatives to the Project;
5. a summary of potential environmental impacts of the Project; and
6. a list of mitigation measures for the Project.

(e) Project Description. A detailed description and analysis of the nature and
location of the Project including:

1. the type, size, and proposed use of the Project;
2. the objectives and anticipated benefits of the  Project;
3. a description of the physical characteristics of the Project and its surroundings,
illustrated with a location map and site plan at an appropriate scale and level of
detail; and
4. a timetable, approximate cost, and the methods and timing of construction of
the Project.

{f) Alternatives to the Project. A description and analysis of alternatives to the
Project including:

1. all feasible alternatives, including but not limited to those indicated in the
Scope;

2. the alternative of not undertaking the Project (i.e., the no-build alternative) for
the purpose of establishing a future baseline in relation to which the Project and
its alternatives can be described and analyzed and its potential environmental
impacts and mitigation teasures can be assessed;
3. an analysis of the feasibile altermatives in light of the objectives of the
Proponent and the mission of any Panicipating Agency, including relevant




statutes, regulations, executive orders and other policy directives, and any
applicable Federal, municipal, or regional pian formally adopted by an Agency or
any Federal, municipal, or regional governmental entity;
4. an analysis of the principal differences among the feasible alternatives under
consideration, particularly regarding potential environmental impacts;
5. a brief discussion of any alternatives no longer under consideration including
the reasons for no longer considering these altemnatives.

(g) Existing Environment. A description and analysis of the physical, biological,
chemical, economic, and social conditions of the Project site, its immediate
surroundings, and the region (in sufficient detail to provide a baseline in relation
to which the Project and its alternatives can be described and analyzed and its

potential environmental impacts and mitigation measures can be assessed)
including:

1 topography, geology, and soils;
2 surface and groundwater hydrology and quality;
3. air quality and noise;
4. plant and animal spectes and habitat;
5 traffic,  transit, and  pedestrian and  bicycle transportation;
6 scenic  qualities, open  space and  recreational  resources,
7 Historic  Structures or  Districts, and  Archaeological  Sites;

8. the built environment and human use of the Project site, its immediate
surroundings and the region, including existing infrastructure (i.e., water supply,
wastewater treatment and/or disposal, transportation, waste management, etc.),
zoning districts and other relevant land-use designations or plans (i.e., local or
regional capital improvement plans or infrastructure investments, economic
development, growth planning and open space plans, etc), business districts,
industrial parks, housing stock, and vacancy rates; and
9. rare or unique features {including environmental and social conditions) of the
Project site and its immediate swroundings such that any increase in
environmental impacts, however small or gradual, may result in an unusual or
disproportionate effect on environmental resources or quality or public health.

10, if the project is Jocated in landlocked tidelands as defined in 310 CMR 902,

an_explanation of the project’s iinpact on the puhlic’s right to access. use. and -

enjoy tidelands that are protected by chapter 21 and measures to avoid. mininize,
or_mitigate any adverse hnpact _on_such_richts, 1f the project is located in

Jandlocked tidelands and_an_area where low groundwater levels have been |

identified by a mumupahth by a state or lederal agency as a threat to building

foundations. an explanation of the project’s impact on proundwater levels and

identification and commitment to taking ineasures to avond nminimijze, or ml'[lﬂa‘[t,
any_adverse_impact_on_groundwater levels. The proponent may combine the

information provided under this paragraph with the infornation pmwdul under
301 CMR 13.03,

(h) Assessment of Impacts. A detailed descrlptlon and assessment of the negatlve
and positive potential environmental impacts of the Project and its alternatives.
The EIR shall assess (in quantitative terms, to the maximum extent practicable)
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the direct and indirect potential environmental impacts from all aspects of the
Project that are within the Scope. The assessment shall include both short-term
and long-term impacts for all phases of the Project {e.g., acquisition,
development, and operation) and cumulative impacts of the Project, any other
Projects, and other work or activity in the immediate surroundings and region.
(i) Statutory and Regulatory Standards and Requirements. A list of any Permit,
Financial Assistance, or Land Transfer that is or may be required, and a brief
description and analysis of the applicable statutory and regulatory standards and
requirements thereof and the measures to be taken to ensure due compliance
therewith.

(j) Mitigation Measures. A description and assessment of physical, biological and
chemical measures and management techniques designed to limit negative
environmental impacts or to cause positive environmental impacts during
development and operation of a Project. The EIR shall specify in detail: the
measures to be taken by the Proponent or any other Agency or Person to avoid,
minimize, and mitigate potential environmental impacts; an Agency or Person
responsible for funding and implementing mitigation measures, if not the
Proponent; and the anticipated implementation schedule that shall ensure that
mitigation measures shall be implemented prior to or when appropriate in relation
to environmental impacts. The EIR shall also discuss alternatives to the proposed
mitigation measures considered by the Proponent or suggested in comments by
any Agency or Person, noting the relative benefits and costs of these altermative
mitigation measures.
{k) Proposed Section 61 Findings. Proposed findings in accordance with M.G.L.
¢. 30, section 61 for each Agency for each Agency Action to be taken on the
Project. These Proposed Section 61 Findings shall specify in detail: all feasible
measures to be taken by the Proponent or any other Agency or Person to avoid
Damage to the Environment or, to the extent Damage to the Environment cannot
be avoided, to minimize and mitigate Damage to the Environment to the
maximum extent practicable; an Agency or Person responsible for funding and
implementing mitigation measures, if not the Proponent; and the anticipated
implementation schedule that will ensure that mitigation measures shall be
implemented prior to or when appropriate in relation to envirommental impacts.
(1) Response to Comments. A response to the certificate of the Secretary on the
previous review document and each comment received on the previous review
document, provided that the subject matter of the comment is within the Scope.
Unless the Secretary has indicated otherwise in the certificate on the previous
review document, the EIR shall contain a copy of each comment either in this
section or in a separate appendix, provided that this section clearly explains the
location of each comment and the response to each comment.
{m) Appendices. A presentation of detailed technical data (e.g., traffic analyses,
hydrologic calculations, modeling data), to the extent necessary to keep the main
text of the EIR clear and readable. The main text of the EIR shall refer to and
summarize any information contained in any appendix. Unless the Secretary has
indicated otherwise in the Scope or as a part of a Special Review Procedure, the




Proponent shall circulate appendices with the main text of the EIR in accordance
with 301 CMR 11.16(3).

The Proponent may vary the outline of ordinary EIR sections (e.g., by combining
301 CMR 11.07(6)(g) through (1) to address one aspect of the Project or issue at a
time), provided that the EIR addresses the substance of each section. The EIR
shall ordinarily be printed on both sides of each page, be paginated, clearly

reference maps, plans, tables and figures, and contain an index and a circulation
list.



301 CMR 11.00: MEPA REGULATIONS

Section 11.16: Filing and Circulation

(1} Filing with the Secretary. All written communications and review
documents required or permitted to be filed with the Secretary in
accordance with MEPA and 301 CMR 11.00 shall be addressed as
follows:

Secretary of Environmental Affairs

Attention: MEPA Office

[Analyst Name], EOEA No.

100 Cambridge Street - 9th floor

Boston, Massachusetts 02114

(2) Circulation of ENF. The Proponent shall circulate the ENF as follows:
(a) Tothe MEPA Office. Two copies to the Secretary, Attention: MEPA
Office.

(b) To Agency and Other Reviewers. One copy to each of the following
(or their successors or assigns):

(attentnon MEPA Coordinator}; the appropriate reglonal office (attentlon
MEPA Coordmator) each program from Whlch a Permlt will be sought;

and the appropriate district office;
3, Massachusetts Hlstoncal Comm|55|on

selectmen the planmng board/department the conservation commission;
and the department/board of health;

W|th|n or contains designated significant or estimated habltat or priority
sites of endangered or threatened species or species of special concern in
accordance with the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act;

health |mpacts
11, Division of Energy Resources if the project is subject to the

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Policy, and the Energy Facilities Siting Board
(EFSB) if the Project is subject to review by EFSB;
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a municipality served by the MWRA;
3. Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA), if the Project.

affects MBTA facilities or properties, and

14. Any other Agency from which an Agency Action may be required for

the Project.

{c) Requested Copies. The Proponent shall promptly send a copy of the
ENF, free of charge, to any Agency or Perscon requesting it during the
review period for the ENF. The Proponent shall maintain a list of each
Person or Agency requesting a copy, the date of each request, and the
date each copy was sent out. The Secretary may extend the review period
for the ENF as a result of undue delay by the Proponent in providing
copies.

(3) Circulation of EIR. The Proponent shall circulate the EIR as follows:

Office;
{(b) To Previous Commenters and Others. One copy, free of charge, to
each Person of Agency who previously commented on the ENF and to
any other Agency or Person identified by the Secretary in the Scope or
thereafter.

(c) Requested Copies. The Proponent shall promptly send a copy of the
EIR to any Agency or Person requesting it during the public comment
period, free of charge, except that the Proponent may, with the consent of
the Secretary, charge the cost of reproduction for these additional copies.
The Proponent shall maintain a list of each Agency or Person requesting a
copy, the date of each request, and the date each copy was sent out. The
Secretary may extend the public comment period for the EIR as a result of
undue delay by the Proponent in providing copies.

(4) List of Addresses. The MEPA Office shall maintain a list of current
addresses for each Agency, as well as lists of municipalities by coastal
zone, watershed, and DEP, MHD, RPA, MWRA, and MBTA region or
district, and shall make the information available to a Proponent upon
request.
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