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ENVIRONMENTAL NOTIFICATION FORM 


PROJECT NAME: The Shoppes at Bellingham 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY: Bellingham 
PROJECT WATERSHED: Charles 
EOEA NUMBER: 13914 
PROJECT PROPONENT: WIS Development Associates, LLC 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR: November 22.2006 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Section 11.03 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00), I hereby determine that this project 
requires the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (Em). 

Proiect Description 

As described in the Environmental Notification Form (ENF), the project consists of a 
two-phase mixed use development on an approximately 200-acre site in Bellingham, MA. The 
project site is located south of the intersection of Hartford AvenueIRoute 126 and Interstate 495. 
Phase 1 of the project, the Shoppes at Bellingham, will include 548,593 square feet (sf) of retail 
and restaurant, with parking. Phase 2 will consist of 599,046 sf of o f i ce  space and associated 
parking. Access to both Phase 1 and 2 will be provided by way of a proposed by-pass road from 
North Main Street. The projects will be serviced by municipal water and a proposed on-site 
treatment plant for wastewater disposal. 

Much of the site has been previously mined for sand and gravel, while the northwestern 
portion of the site contains a large area of contiguous wetland. The project site is located within 
the upper Charles River basin, which is one of the most heavily stressed watershed systems in the 
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Commonwealth. In addition, the project site is located in close proximity to three Town of 
Bellingham municipal water supply wells. Portions of the Phase 2 site include the Zone I 
protective area for the Bellingham Water Division Well No. 12. Both phases of the project are 
wholly within the Zone 11 recharge areas for Bellingham Wells 7, 8 and 12. Portions of the 
project site are considered to be archaeologically sensitive, potentially containing archaeological 
sites associated with ancient and historical occupation of the Bellingham area. 

The proposed by-pass road will connect to proposed improvements at the Route 12611- 
495 Interchange, a Massachusetts Highway Ilepartment (MHD) project that will undergo 
'separate MEPA review. While the interchange improvements will be reviewed separately, the 
proponent for the Shoppes at Bellingham project proposes to fund the design of the 
improvements as mitigation for traffic impacts from the retail and office development. The 
proponent states in the ENF that activities resulting in impacts to wetland resources associated 
with both phases of the currently proposed project and the interchange improvements will be 
permitted as a single and complete project under Section 4041401 of the Clean Water Act. 
Therefore, the wetland impacts of the interchange improvements project will also be reviewed by 
MEPA during the review of the Shoppes at Bellingham project. 

One previous project on this site has undergone MEPA review. In September 1999 an 
ENF was filed for the Bellingham Corporate Park (EOEA #12035), a development consisting of 
officelresearch and development space; four hotels; three restaurants; a health club; and a day 
care facility. The November 22, 1999 Certificate on the ENF set forth the Scope for the DEIR for 
the Bellingham Corporate Park. No DEIR was filed for the project. In October 2001 an expanded 
Notice of Project Change (NPC) was filed for the project that proposed to separate 20.3 acres 
from the original 240-acre site and construct 300 units ofrental apartments in place of the health 
club and day care facility. In the NPC, the proponent also requested a Phase 1 Waiver for 
permission to construct the rental apartments prior to completion of MEPA review for the entire 
project. Subsequently, the proponent withdrew the NPC based on guidance from the MEPA 
office that the housing component ofthe project be reviewed separately from the Bellingham 
Corporate Park. An ENF was filed for the Jefferson at Bellingham Apartment Community 
(EOEA #12746) in April of 2002. A Certificate on the ENF was issued on May 17,2002 stating 
that the project did not require further MEPA review. The JPI Apartment Complex that was part 
of this fiIing has been constructed and has an on-site 55,000 gallons per day (gpd) wastewater 
treatment facility. No further MEPA filings for the Bellingham Corporate Park have been 
submitted. 

Jurisdiction and Permitting 

The project is undergoing MEPA review and requires the preparation of an EIR pursuant 
to Section 11.03(l)(a)(l) and 11.03(l)(a)(2) ofthe MEPA regulations, because it will result in 
the direct alteration of more than 50 acres of land and the creation of more than 10 acres of new 
impervious surface; and Section 11,03(6)(a)(6) and 11.03(6)(a)(7), because the project will result 
in more than 3,000 new average daily trips (adt) and require the construction of more than 1,000 
new parking spaces. The project also exceeds the following ENF review thresholds: Section 
1 1,03(3)(b)(l)(f) because the project will result in the alteration of greater than % an acre of "any 






















