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DRAFT RECORD OF DECISION 

PROJECT NAME: Pittsfield Plaza Renovation 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY: Pittsfield 
PROJECT WATERSHED: Housatonic 
EEA NUMBER: 14131 
PROJECT PROPONENT: Pittsfield Plaza Members, LLC 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR: November I I, 2007 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (M.G.L. c. 30, ss. 61 -62H) and 
Section 11.1 1 of the MEPA Regulations (301 CMR 11.00). 1 have reviewed this ~roiec t  and-. ,. . -
hereby propose to grant a waiver from the categorical requirement to prepare an Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR). In a separate Certificate also issued today, 1 have set forth the outstanding -
isshes related t i  theproject that can be addressed by agencies. 

Proiect Description 

As outlined in the Expanded Environmental Notification Form (EENF), the project 
involves the renovation of the Pittsfield Plaza shopping center located at 434-460 West 
Housatonic Street (Route 20) in Pittsfield, MA. The site is currently occupied by a 105,625 
square foot (sf) building with several retail tenants and an expanse of parking area. The building 
and the parking lot were constn~cted in the early 1960s. The Plaza is partially occupied at this 
time but portions of the building are in disrepair. The project site is bound to the north by an 
active rail line, to the east by residential prol~erties, to the south by West Housatonic Street, and 
to the west by Maloy Brook. A portion of the existing building and pavement is in the Riverfront 
Area. The flood zone for Maloy Brook extends throughout the parking lot; the elevation of the 
existing building is slightly above the 100-year flood zone. 
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The Proponent proposes to renovate the building and demolish the entire parking area. 
The Proponent will reduce the number of parking spaces at the site from 600 to 430 and will 
install planted islands. The Proponent also proposes to construct a small building addition (3,750 
sf) and a restaurant (5,600 sf). The site is currently serviced by a wide unsignalized intersection 
with a center island and a steep one-way in west bound driveway. The Proponent proposes to 
reconstruct the main entrance and move the intersection easterly away from Maloy Brook to 
align more closely with the entrance to an existing McDonald's restaurant across fiom the Plaza. 
The one-way in westbound entrance to the Plaza will be closed. The Proponent will install a 
traffic signal at the new intersection. 

Jurisdiction 

The project is subject to a mandatory Environmental Impact Report (EIR) pursuant to 
Section 11.03 (6)(a)(6) of the MEPA regulations because it will generate more than 3,000 new 
daily vehicle trips. The project will require a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) Construction General Permit from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); 
an Access Permit from the Massachusetts Highway Department (MassHighway); a permit from 
the Executive Office of Transportation (EOT) for construction work within the railroad right-of- 
way; an Order of Conditions fiom the Pittsfield Conservation Commission; Special Permits from 
the Pittsfield City Council and Community Development Board; and Site Plan Approval from 
the Pittsfield Community Development Board. 

The proponent is not seeking financial assistance from the Commonwealth. Therefore, 
MEPA jurisdiction applies to those aspects of the project within the subject matter of required or 
potentially required permits with the potential to cause Damage to the Environment. The City of 
Pittsfield Conservation Commission has already issued the Order of Conditions (OOC) for the 
project (DEP #263-888), which was not appealed. Therefore, MEPA does not have jurisdiction 
over wetlands or stormwater. In this case, MEPA jurisdiction on this project extends to traffic. 

Waiver Request 

The Proponent submitted an Expanded Environmental Notification Form (EENF) for the 
project with a request for a waiver from the requirement for the preparation of an EIR. The 
EENF included a Traffic Impact and Access Study (TIAS) for the project. The waiver request 
was discussed at the consultation/seoping session for the project which was held on December 5, 
2007. 

Standards for All Waivers 

The MEPA regulations at 301 CMR 1 1.1 l(1) state that I may waive any provision or 
requirement in 301 CMR 11.00 not specifically required by MEPA and may impose appropriate 
and relevant conditions or restrictions, provided that I find that strict compliance with the 
provision or requirement would: 












