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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


ENVIRONMENTAL NOTIFICATION FORM 


PROJECT NAME :Proposed Swansea Mall Expansion 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY :Swansea 
PROJECT WATERSHED :Narragansett/Mount Hope Bay 
EEA NUMBER : 14133 
PROJECT PROPONENT :Carlyle Swansea Partners, LLC, c/o Carlyle Development 

Group, Inc. 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR :November 12,2007 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Section 1 1.03 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00), I hereby determine that this project 
does not require the preparation of a mandatory Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

Proiect Description 

As described in the Environmental Notification Form (ENF), the project includes an 
expansion of the Swansea Mall located on Route 11 8 at Cousineau Drive in Swansea. The 
Swansea Mall has approximateIy 596,000 square feet ( so  of retail space on the 96.09-acre mall 
property. The project will consist of the demolition of the existing attached 93,100 sf Wal-Mart 
store and the construction of a new 160,000 sf freestanding Wal-Mart located approximately 200 
feet south of the existing Wal-Mart. The new building will be located mostly within an area 
presently occupied by mall parking, but some grading, parking and a stormwater management 
basin will be constructed in presently undeveloped portions of the mall property. 



EEA# 14133 ENF Certificate December 12.2007 

Project impacts, as outlined in the ENF, include the alteration of 4.5 acres of land and the 
creation of 3.35 acres of new impervious area. The project will result in the creation of 2,042 
new vehicle trips per day and generation of 5,556 gallons per day (gpd) of wastewater. The 
proponent has indicated that they have requested and received a variance from the Town of 
Swansea to reduce overall parking at the mall by a total of 152 spaces. Comment letters received 
on the project indicate that this variance has been appealed by an aggrieved party or parties. No 
direct wetland alteration is proposed, as on-site impacts will be limited to 100-foot buffer zone to 
wetland resource areas. The proponent has proposed mitigation for traffic impacts in the form of 
the installation oftraffic signals at the Route 611-195 westbound ramps and the Route 611-195 
eastbound ramps, as well as modification of the signal timing at the Route 6 at Swansea Mall 
Drive and the Hess Gas Station Driveway. 

Jurisdiction and Permitting 

The project is undergoing MEPA review pursuant to Sections 11.03(6)(b)(13) because it 
requires a State permit and will result in the generation of 2,000 or more new average daily trips 
(adt) on roadways providing access to a single location. The project will require a Highway 
Access Permit from MassHighway. A Modification of Existing Groundwater Treatment 
Facilities (BRPWP68) approval may be required from the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection (MassDEP). The project will also require a National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System Construction General Permit OIJPDES CGP) from the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA). Finally, the project must obtain an Order 
of Conditions from the Swansea Conservation Commission, or in the case of appeal, a 
Superseding Order of Conditions from MassDEP. 

Because the proponent is not seeking financial assistance from the Commonwealth for 
the current phase of the project, MEPA jurisdiction extends to those aspects of the project that 
may have significant environmental impacts and that are within the subject matter of required or 
potentially required state permits. In this case, MEPA jurisdiction applies to impacts to 
transportation, wetlands, wastewater, and stormwater. 

This project is not subject to the requirement to prepare a Mandatory Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR), per 301 CMR 11.03. Several commenters have requested that 1 require a 
discretionary Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for this project. While I recognize the 
concerns conveyed by various parties, 1 am confident that those issues related to Stare agency 
actions can be adequately addressed during the individual permitting processes with 
MassHighway and MassDEP. A number of the concerns expressed pertain to local roadways or 
those development details specific to the local Site Plan Review processes. 1 note that the 
proponent has committed to work with the Town of Swansea during the MassHighway approval 
process and the local review process to provide additional data related to the potential traffic 
impacts of this project. 








