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PROJECT NAME :Chrysler Apartments 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY : Natick 
PROJECT WATERSHED :Concord 
EOEA NUMBER : 14129 
PROJECT PROPONENT :Chrysler Apartments, LLC 
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Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Section 11.03 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 1 1.00), 1hereby determine that this project 
does not require the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

Project Description 

As described in the Environmental Notification Form (ENF), this project consists of the 
redevelopment of an existing warehouse/office site located at 5 Chrysler Road in Natick to 
include a 404-unit (435,500 sf) mixed-income apartment complex in two I I-story apartment 
buildings, a total of 600 parking spaces including a 4.5-story parking garage for 372 spaces, and 
a 3,000 sf clubhouse with in-ground pool on a 6.5-acres parcel of property located Chrysler 
Street. The project site abuts a Home Depot store to the north, a commercial building, Speen 
Street and the Natick Ma11 to the west, the Cochituate Rail Trail and the Cochituate State Park to 
the east, and the existing Wonder Bread rail spur and the proponent's new 183-unit Cloverleaf 
Apartment project to the south. Twenty-five percent of the proposed Chrysler apartment housing 
units (IOlunits) will be affordable and availabIe for purchase by persons who meet the HUD 
Affordability Requirement. 
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The project will be serviced by municipal water and sewer. Site access will be provided from 
Chrysler Road and connect to Speen Street at an existing signalized intersection. Speen Street 
provides roadway connections to Route 9, Route 30 and the Masspike. The project will include 
the demolition of an existing 89,000 sf warehouseloffice building with loading docks and 175 
surface parking spaces. 

Permits and Jurisdiction 

The project is subject to review pursuant to Section 11.03 (6)(b)(13) and (6)(b)(l5) of the 
MEPA regulations because it requires a state permit and will generate 2,000 or more (2,272 new 
vehicle trips) new average daily trips (adt) providing access to a single location, and the 
construction of 300 or more (45 1 new parking spaces) new parking spaces at a single location. 
The project requires a Sewer Connection Permit from the Department of Environmental 
Protection (MassDEP). The project must comply with the National Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit for stormwater discharges from a construction site 
of over one acre from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The proponent is 
seeking a Board of Appeals Special Permit pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 40B to allow the 
construction of I0 I apartment units to be dedicated as affordable and sold to low and moderate 
income housing; the project would require an approval from the Department of Housing and 
Community Development in the event of an appeal of the Board of Appeals permit. Also, it 
requires an Order of Conditions from the Natick Conservation Commission (and hence a 
Superseding Order of Conditions in the event the local Order is appealed). Because the 
proponent is seeking financial assistance from the Massachusetts Housing Partnership or 
MassHousing for the project, MEPA has broad scope jurisdiction that extends to all significant 
environmental impacts potentially resulting from the project. These include land alteration, 
wetlands, drainage, water quality, traffic, wastewater and historic and archaeological resources. 

While the project exceeds a threshold under the MEPA regulations pertaining to 
transportation, it does not require a State agency permit associated with traffic. I ask the 
proponent to work closely with the Towns of Natick, Framingham and Wayland to clarify the 
proposed project'spotenfial impacts that may negatively affect traffic operations and LOS on 
roadways and roadway intersections located in these communities, and to address the concerns 
raised in the comment letters received on this project related to the project's potential traffic 
impacts. 

Traffic 

The transportation impact analysis (TIA) included in the ENF generally conforms to the 
Guidelines for EIRIEIS Traffic Impact Assessment as required. The analysis indicates that the 
proposed project will generate 2,7 14 vehicle trips per day (tpd), an increase of 2,272 tpd. 
According to the proponent, significant traffic mitigation improvements in the project area have 
been previously proposed and programmed for the Natick Mall Expansion project (EEA # 12935, 
December 30,2004) that are designed to support the anticipated traffic impacts associated with a 
number of planned development projects within the project area (500,000 sf of commercial 
space, 1,500 residential units) including the proposed Chrysler Apartments project. 














