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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


ENVIRONMENTAL NOTIFICATION FORM 


PROJECT NAME : Chicopee Crossing 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY : Chicopee 
PROJECT WATERSHED : Chicopee River 
EOEA NUMBER : 14125 
PROJECT PROPONENT : The Colvest Group. Ltd. 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR : November 12,2007 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 6 1-62H) and 
Section 1 1.06 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00), I hereby determine that this project 
requires the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

The project as proposed in the Environmental Notification Form (ENF) consists of a 
commercial shopping plaza to include a bank, hotel, office and retail bui!dings, two restaurants, 
and a parking lot on an approximately 12-acre site. The gross square footage of proposed 
buildings is approximately 87,000 square feet (sf). The proposed parking lot will include 673 
parking spaces. 

The project is undergoing environmental review because it requires state agency action 
and meets or exceeds MEPA review thresholds. The project requires a mandatory EIR pursuant 
to Section 11.03(6)(a)(6) because it will result in generation of 3,000 or more new average daily 
trips. The project is also undergoing review pursuant to Section 1 1.03(l)(b)(2) because it will 
result in creation of five or more acres of impervious area and Section 11.03(6)(b)(l5) because it 
involves construction of 300 or more new parking spaces. 

According to the ENF, the proposed project will result in approximately 9 acres of land 
alteration, which will be altered to create 9 acres of new in~pervious area. Approximately 1.67 
acres on-site has already been altered and includes a parking lot (60 spaces) and high tension 
electric wires and towers. The project will not directly alter any wetlands resources. However, 
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work is proposed within the 100-foot buffer zone. The ENF proposes water and sewer 
connections to the City of Chicopee municipal supply and estimates water demand and 
wastewater generation for the project at 3 1,300 gallons per day (gpd). The project will result in 
approximately 5,334 new vehicle trips per day and construction of 613 new parking spaces (for a 
total of 673). 

The project requires a State Highway Access Permit from the Massachusetts Highway 
Department (MHD) for access to Route 33. The project requires an Order of Conditions from the 
Chicopee Conservation Commission (and, on appeal only, a Superseding Order of Conditions 
from the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP)). The project site 
abuts the Massachusetts Turnpike (Route 1-90) and the project may require a permit(s) from the 
Massachusetts Turnpike Authority (MTA). The project also requires a National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Construction Activities Permit from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

A MassDEP Sewer Permit for the proposed sewer connection to the Chicopee wastewater 
collection system is not required because the wastewater flow is less than 50,000 gpd. However, 
the proponent must meet all the regulatory requirements of 3 14 CMR 7.05 (h)(l), which includes 
filing a certification to MassDEP (BRP WP 73) within 60 days after use of the new sewer 
connection. 1 refer the proponent to the MassDEP comment letter for additional information on 
solid waste management, waste site cleanup and air quality regulations that may be applicable to 
the project. 

The proponent is not seeking financial assistance from the Commonwealth. Therefore, 
MEPA jurisdiction applies to those aspects of the project within the subject matter of required 
state permits with the potential to cause Damage to the Environment as defined in the MEPA 
regulations. In this case, MEPA jurisdiction extends to transportation, wetlands, land, 
stormwater and drainage. 

SCOPE 

General 

The proponent should prepare a Draft EIR (DEIR) in accordance with the general 
guidance for outline and content found in Section 1 1.07 of the MEPA regulations as modified by 
this Scope. The DEIR should include a copy of this Certificate and a copy of each comment 
letter received. The DEIR should include a clearly labeled existing conditions plan of the project 
site and its immediate context, and a plan of proposed conditions. Maps and plans should be of a 
reasonable scale to facilitate review and comment and should identify wetlands and any other 
sensitive resources in the project area. 

The DEIR should include a project summary, with an update on any changes since the 
ENF filing, an update on permit consultations, and a summary of alternatives analyzed and 
mitigation measures proposed. 










