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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


ENVIRONMENTAL NOTIFICATION FORM 


PROJECT NAME : The Center at Lenox Retail Expansion Project 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY : Lenox 
PROJECT WATERSHED : Housatonic 
EEA NUMBER : 14332 
PROJECT PROPONENT : MEC Lenox Associates, LP. c/o S.R. Weiner and 

Associates, Inc. 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR : October 22,2008 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-621) and 
Section 11.06 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00), I hereby determine that this project 
requires the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

met Description 

The proposed project consists of expansion of an existing retail development on a 36-acre 
site abutting Routes 7 and 20 in the Town of Lenox. The existing development, totaling 106,139 
square feet, includes arestaurant; bank, and two retail buildings, which will remain. The site also 
includes parking and utilities for the existing development and a fire protection pond. The 
proposed project involves construction of a 13,225 square foot (sf) retail pharmacy and a 73,700 
sf bank and retail building with associated utilities, driveways and parking areas. The project 
includes expansion of the fire pond and detnolition of an existing 956-sf structure. 

The project site includes a wooded wetland system, located to the north of the proposed 
retail expansion, and areas mapped as priority habitat for two state-listed plant species. 
According to the Environmental Notification (ENF), the proposed project will result in an 
additional 6.6 acres of land alteration, including 4.4 acres of new impervious area and alteration 
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of 4,500 sf of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (BVW). The proposed project will result in 3,602 
new vehicle trips per day for a total of 10,656 trips on an average weekday and 4,714 on an 
average Saturday for a total of 14,300 vehicle trips on an average Saturday, when combined with 
the existing development. Ninety-five new parking spaces are proposed, for a total of 768 
spaces. Water demand for the project is estimated at 5,069 gallons per day (gpd) and wastewater 
generation is estimated at 4,608 gpd (a combined total of 13,642 gpd and 12,402 gpd 
respectively, including the existing development). The project will be served by municipal water 
and sewer system. The ENF indicates that the existing pond, currently used for fire suppression, 
may be expanded to provide increased volume needed for the proposed retail expansion. 

MEPA Jurisdiction and Permitting 

The project is undergoing environmental review because it requires a state agency action 
and exceeds a MEPA review threshold. The project is subject to a mandatory EIR pursuant to 
301 CMR 11.03(6)(a)(6) because it will result in generation of 3,000 or more new vehicle trips 
per day. The project is also under review pursuant to 301 CMR 11.03(2)(b)(2) because it may 
involve a "take" of a state-listed species. 

The project requires a Vehicular Access Permit for access to Route 7/20 from the 
Massachusetts Highway Department (MassHighway). The project requires an Order of 
Conditions from the Lenox Conservation Commission (andl on appeal only, a Superseding Order 
from the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP)). The project may 
require a Conservation and Management Permit from the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, 
Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP). The project is subject to the 
requirements of the MEPA Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Policy and Protocol because it 
requires an EIR and a Vehicular Access Permit from MassHighway. 

The proponent is not seeking financial assistance from the Commonwealth. Therefore, 
MEPA jurisdiction is limited to those aspects of the project that are within the subject matter of 
any required or potentially required state permits and that may cause Damage to the Environment 
as defined in the MEPA regulations. In this case, MEPA jurisdiction extends to transportation, 
greenhouse gas emissions, wetlands. rare species, and stormwater. 

SCOPE 

General 

The proponent should prepare a Draft EIR (DEIR) in accordance with the general 
guidance for outline and content found in Section 11.07 of the MEPA regulations as modified by 
this Scope. The DElR should include maps and plans at a reasonable scale, a project summary 
and schedule, and a description of any changes since the filing of the ENF. 

The DEIR should include existing and proposed conditions plans. Site plans should 
clearly show all proposed project elements including the fire pond expansion, detention ponds 
and other components of the stormwater management system. Site plans for the proposed project 
















