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SECRETARY 

November 21.2008 

CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


NOTICE OF PROJECT CHANGE 


PROJECT NAME : Weaver's Cove Energy Liquified Natural Gas Project 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITIES :Fall River, Somerset, Swansea, and 

Freetown 
PROJECT WATERSHED :Taunton River 
EOEA NUMBER : 13061 
PROJECT PROPONENT :Weaver's Cove Energy, LLC 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR :October 22.2008 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-621) and 
Section 11.10 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00). I have reviewed the Notice of Project 
Change (NPC) and hereby determine that it requires the preparation of an Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR). Although it does not appear that the project design of the upland import terminal 
portion of the project has been revised, 1 find that the potential significance of the environmental 
impacts associated with the project change and its reliance on a novel application of Liquified 
Natural Gas (LNG) transfer technology warrant a full MEPA review process of the changed 
aspects of the project. Therefore, I will require the proponent to prepare and submit a Second 
Draft Environmental Impact Report (Second DEIR) and a Second Final Environmental Impact 
Report (Second FEIR), thereby ensuring a thorough review of the project as it is now proposed. 

MEPA History 

The project was the subject of an Environmental Notification Form (ENF) in 2003. The 
Secretary's Certificate on the ENF required the preparation of a mandatory EIR and a Special 
Review Procedure (SRP) was established to guide the review of the project through both the 
MEPA and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review processes. The project was the 
subject of a Draft EIR (DEIR) in 2004, which was found to be inadequate, and as a result, the 
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Certificate on the DEIR required the preparation of a Supplemental Draft EIR (SDEIR). The 
SDEIR was also found to be inadequate and, as a result, the preparation of a Second SDEIR 
(SSDEIR) was required. In the interim, the project completed review under NEPA. The 
Certificate on the SSDElR was found to be adequate in a Certificate issued on December 16, 
2005. The Final EIR (FEIR) was found to be inadequate in a Certificate issued on April 14, 
2006 and, as a result, the submission of a Supplemental FEIR (SFEIR) was required. The SFEIR 
was found to be adequate in a Certificate issued on July 28,2006. 

Description of Previouslv Reviewed Proiect 

As originally proposed, the project entailed the construction of a Liquefied Natural Gas 
(LNG) Terminal in the City of Fall River, and natural gas pipeline facilities in Fall River, and the 
towns of Somerset, Swansea and Freetown. The proposed LNG Terminal would include a 
200,000-cubic meter storage tank with a high wall concrete secondary containment system. The 
terminal would have a baseload natural gas send-out capacity of 400 million cubic feet per day, 
plus capacity to provide an additional 400 million cubic feet per day for peak demand. Gas will 
be delivered to the Algonquin Gas Transmission system via two pipeline connections with a total 
length of approximately seven miles primarily along existing rights-of-way. The project also 
includes a truck loading facility to supply existing LNG peak-shaving facilities in New England. 
The project site has direct access to Route 79, a four-lane limited access highway with 
connections to Route 24 and Interstate 195. 

The project also proposed using various open trench techniques to construct two 24-inch 
diameter natural gas pipelines totaling 6.1 miles. One of the proposed pipelines, the 3.6-mile 
Northern Pipeline, would connect to the Algonquin interstate pipeline system in Freetown. The 
second pipeline, the 2.5-mile Western Pipeline, would cross the Taunton River and connect to 
the Algonquin pipeline system in Swansea. The project would also include the construction of 
two meter and regulation stations at the end of the pipelines in Freetown and Swansea. Both 
pipelines would have a design maximum pressure of 1,440 per square inch gauge. 

As proposed in the FEIR and SFEIR, the project involved dredging within an existing 
federal navigation channel, installing structures, and discharging fill material in wetlands and 
waterways for the construction of the LNG import terminal, and natural gas pipeline facilities. 
Specifically, the proponent had proposed to dredge approximately 2.6 million cubic yards of 
material from within a footprint of approximately 191 acres; replace a pier with jetty structure; 
install sheet pilings to stabilize and straighten approximately 2,650 feet of shoreline; and 
permanently fill approximately 0.56 acres of intertidal habitat where shoreline straightening was 
proposed along the northern edge of the site. In the SFEIR, the proponent abandoned plans to 
discharge fill material below the Mean Low Water Mark, and as a result, the project was not 
anticipated to affect sub-tidal habitat. 

In order to facilitate the passage of deep-draft ships that would deliver LNG to the facility 
via Narragansett Bay and the existing Mount Hope BayIFall River Harbor Federal Navigation 
Channel, the proponent proposed to dredge the channel to 37 feet below mean lower low water 
(MLLW) and deepen and expand the existing Turning Basin to 41 feet. The dredging program 
involved the removal of up to 2.6 million cubic yards of sediment, including a one-foot 








































