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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


FINAL LANDSIDE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIR) /SITE MASTER PLAN 

AND DRAFT MARINA EIR 


PROJECT NAME :Cordage Seaside 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY : Plymouth 
PROJECT WATERSHED :Plymouth Harbor 
EEA NUMBER : 12513 
PROJECT PROPONENT : Cordage Development, LLC 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR : June 25,2008 

As Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs, 1 hereby determine that the Final 
Landside Environmental Impact Report (E1R)lSite Master Plan and Draft Marina EIR submitted 
on the above project adequately and properly comply with the Massachusetts Environmental 
Policy Act (G. L., c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and with its implementing regulations (301 CMR 11.00). 
The proponent may prepare and submit the Final Marina EIR for review 

Proiect Description 

The project as described in the Final Landside EIRISite Master Plan and Draft Marina 
EIR is a redevelopment and reuse of the former Plymouth Cordage Company site that includes a 
mix of residential, office, commercial, and marine uses. The project involves the development of 
675 housing units, 33,500 square feet (sf) of retail space, a 6,960-sf11 80-seat restaurant, a 4,000- 
sf club house, 21,000-sf of office space, and a 250-slip marina on a 36-acre site. The current 
filing includes the potential for constructing an additional floor to Building 1400 (an existing 
two-stoq structure located on the filled pier) to accommodate an additional 18 residential units. 

The preferred marina alternative, as proposed, includes the development of a 250-slip, 
year-round pile supported facility. This alternative will require the removal of 38.510 cubic 
yards (CY) of dredged material from a 235.230-sf area and will be dredged to a depth of (-) five 
feet below mean low water (ML.W). Of this area, 87,090 sf will be maintenance dredging and 
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147,470-sf will be improvement dredging. Total intertidal dredging will be 44,890-sf with a 
corresponding volume of 8,570 CY A fixed wave screen structure is proposed for the marina. 
Vessel pump-out service will be conducted by a fixed shore-side pumpout station connected to 
the Town of Plymouth's sewer system. Marina amenities will include lockers, showers, 
washerldryer area, restrooms and a meeting space in the Building 1400. 

This project is being proposed through the creation of a 40R Smart Growth District 
approved by the Town of Plymouth and the State Department of Housing and Community 
Development. 

Svecial Review Procedure 

The Environmental Notification Form (ENF) originally submitted for this project 
described two project phases - a Landside component and a Marina component. The ENF 
required the development of a Draft and Final EIR for the marina and landside components of the 
project. A Special Review Procedure (SRP) was developed in a separate Certificate that requires: 

1. Draft Landside EIRISite Master Plan, with a request from the proponent to 
allow the redevelopment of Building 16; 

2. Final Landside EIWSite Master Plan and Draft Marina EIR; and 
3. Final Marina EIR 

This proposed redevelopment, as a 40R Smart Growth District, served by public 
transportation, has the potential to exemplify the policy goals of Executive Order 385 (planning 
for Growth), Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs' (EEA) Community 
Preservation Initiative, and the Southeastern Massachusetts' Vision 2020 Project. At the same 
time, state resource agencies have requested specific additional information regarding the Marina 
component of the project. I expect that that the MEPA process will afford the necessary 
opportunities to address the concerns of agencies and citizens. To facilitate development of the 
Final Marina EIR that adequately avoids, minimizes and mitigates impacts to marine resources, I 
expect the proponent to continue consulting with the state agencies that have provided detailed 
comments on the Final Landside EIWSite Master Plan and Draft Marina EIR. 

MEPA History Since the Submittal of the Environmental Notification Form (ENF) 

On September 24,2004, the proponent submitted a Chapter 91 Application to the 
Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) for after-the-fact licensing of a 54-slip 
marina and a boat ramp. MassDEP negotiated an Administrative Consent Order (ACO) with the 
proponent. In December, 2005 the proponent submitted an after-the-fact Notice of Project 
Change O'JPC) to the MEPA office. In the NPC, the proponent described the already constructed 
project change as temporary in nature because it was intended to support boating activity only 
until the project originally submitted to MEPA for the entire site was permitted and constructed. 
A Section 404 Permit will be required from the US Anny Corps of Engineers for this project; 
therefore, a 401 Water Quality Certification will also be required from MassDEP. 






























