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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


ENVIRONMENTAL NOTIFICATION FORM 


PROJECT NAME :Rehabilitation of Nahant Beach Reservation 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY :Nahant and Lynn 
PROJECT WATERSHED :North Coastal 
EOEA NUMBER : 14268 
PROJECT PROPONENT :Department of Conservation and Recreation 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR :June 25,2008 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental PoIicy Act (G. L. c. 30. ss. 61-62H) and 
Section 1 1.06 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 1 1.00). I hereby determine that this proiect 
does not require the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

As described in the Environmental Notification Form (ENF) the Department of 
conservation and Recreation (DCR) proposes to restore and rehabilitate the Nahant Beach 
Reservation to improve public access and use of the 66-acre site in Lynn and Nahant. Among the 
most significant activities proposed are changes in access to and reconfiguration of the main parking 
lot, addition of a public walkway and controlled beach access ways, extension of a stone revetment 
along the face of the existing seawall, resetting of existing riprap to reduce storm overwash onto the 
Nahant Beach Parkway, and rehabilitation of the stormwater management system and the boat 
launch ramp. 

The proposed project is located on a barrier beach. The project includes numerous 
changes that will improve the function of the dunes on this barrier beach, including significant 
removal of areas of pavement, removal of retaining walls, removal of cement picnic benches and 
outdated drinking fountains from the dunes, improved access between the beach and the parking 
lot, and the protection of dunes with fencing and signage. 



EEA# 14268 EENF Certificate July 25,2008 

Jurisdiction 

The project is undergoing MEPA review pursuant to Section 1 1.03 (3)(b)(l)(a) because it 
requires a state permit and will alter a coastal dune, barrier beach or coastal bank. The project 
will require a 401 Water Quality Certification and a Chapter 91 License from the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), and possibly Federal Consistency Review 
by the Office of Coastal Zone Management (CZM). The project also requires an Order of 
Conditions from the Nahant Conservation Commission (and hence a Superseding Order from 
MassDEP if the local Order is appealed). 

Because the proponent is an agency of the Commonwealth, MEPA jurisdiction for this 
project is broad and extends to all aspects of the project that are likely, directly or indirectly, to 
cause Damage to the Environment. 

Review of the EENF 

The project will result in substantial environmental benefits by removing pavement from 
2.3 acres of coastal dunebarrier beach. The plans also include removal of fixed structures (i.e., 
retaining walls, pavement, cement picnic tables, water fountains) from the dunes, which will allow 
the coastal dune to function more naturally in response to coastal conditions. Establishing a north- - 
south sidewalk within the existing parking lot and limiting public access across the dune also will 
help to restore natural features and functions, in conjunction with planned dune revegetation. In 
their comment letters MassDEP and CZM have expressed suppoi for these aspects of the project. 
Both CZM and MassDEP recommend the use of elevated boardwalks for pedestrian access across 
the dunes to limit structural impacts to the dune and beach system. These improvements will help 
restore and maintain the dune in a condition that will better protect the area from storm damage and 
flooding. CZM has also provided detailed recommendations in its comment letter related to how 
the dune system can be re-established. 

The prqject will alter 41,400 sf of land containing shellfish and the entire 66-acre site is 
within land subject to coastal storm flowage. The new riprap will alter protected land and habitat 
containing shellfish and marine fisheries. DCR has undertaken an essential finfish habitat (EHF) 
assessment and a coastal engineering study, which provides an alternatives analysis comparing 
riprap wall intertidal area impacts for slopes of 1.5: 1, 2.0: 1,2.5:1, and 3.0:l and their corresponding 
reductions in storm damage for the 25, 50, and 100 year storm events. This information appears to 
be adequate to support the preferred rip rap slope of 2: 1, which will result in about 0.95 acres of 
alteration to intertidal area, and will reduce the seawall overtopping by 70 percent and 60 percent 
for the 25 and 100 year events, respectively. However, DCR has not proposed mitigation for these 
impacts; therefore, appropriate mitigation measures should be developed during the MassDEP 
permitting process. 

The Division of Marine Fisheries (MarineFisheries) has stated that the intertidal fill will 
result in direct impacts and permanent habitat conversion. Because the proposed project will impact 
41,400 sf of intertidal shellfish habitat, DCR must address mitigation through the permitting process 
and should work closely with DMF during this process. In addition, DMF recommends that 
construction should be conducted from the upland to avoid compacting adjacent intertidal habitat. 








