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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


ENVIRONMENTAL NOTIFICATION FORM 


PROJECT NAME : Queset Con~mons 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY : Easton 
PROJECT WATERSHED :Taunton 
EEA NUMBER : 14266 
PROJECT PROPONENT : Douglas A. King Builders, Inc. 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR : June 25,2008 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Section 11.03 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00), I hereby determine that this project 
requires the preparation of a mandatory Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

Project Description 

As described in the Environmental Notification Form (ENF), the project consists of a 
mixed-use development designed in accordance with the M.G.L. Chapter 40R Smart Growth 
provisions. The project, Queset Commons, will be located on a 69-acre site situated west of 
Washington Street (Route 138) and north of Morse's Pond in Easton. The development will 
consist of seven (7) buildings total: two four-story condominium buildings (60 units), two 
mixed-use residential (83 assisted living units and 137 rental apartment units) and 
retail/commercial (60,000 square feet (sf)) buildings, a 16,000 sf conference center, a 15,000 sf 
food market, two office buildings (25,000 sf total), and a wastewater treatment facility. 
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Anticipated environmental impacts associated with the project include 21.1 acres of new 
land alteration, 13.0 acres of new impervious area, 800 sf of direct alteration of Bordering 
Vegetated Wetlands (BVW), 9,132 additional vehicle trips per day, 910 new parking spaces, and 
approximately 70,000 gallons per day (gpd) of new water usage and wastewater generation, 
respectively. The project will include the installation of an on-site wastewater treatment facility, 
wastewater discharge areas, intersection improvements. and a variety of low-impact design 
(LID) stormwater management techniques. 

Jurisdiction and Permitting 

This project is subject to MEPA review and the preparation of a mandatory EIR as it 
requires a State agency action and will generate 3,000 or more new average daily trips on 
roadways providing access to a single location (301 CMR 11.03(6)(a)(6)). The project will also 
exceed the mandatory EIR threshold at 301 CMR 11,03(1)(a)(2) as it will create ten (10) or more 
acres of impervious area. The project will require a Vehicular Access Permit from the 
Massachusetts Highway Department (MassHighway) for impact to state-controlled roadways. 
The project will also require a Major Groundwater Discharge Permit (BRP WP 06) from the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP). Coverage under the 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Construction General Permit from 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will be required. Finally, the project must obtain an 
Order of Conditions from the Easton Conservation Commission, or in the case of an appeal. a 
Superseding Order of Conditions from MassDEP. The project is subject to the EEAIMEPA 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Policy. 

The project will receive financial assistance from the Massachusetts Department of 
Housing and Community Development in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 40R - Smart Growth 
Zoning and Housing Production Bylaw. Therefore, MEPA jurisdiction for this project is broad 
and shall extend to all aspects of the project that are likely, directly or indirectly. to cause 
Damage to the Environment. 

SCOPE 

General 

The Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) should follow Section 11.07 of the 
MEPA regulations for outline and content, as modified by this scope. 

Proiect Description and Permitting 

The DEIR should include a detailed description of the proposed project and describe any 
changes to the project since the filing of the ENF. The DEIR should provide a brief description 
and analysis of applicable statutory and regulatory standards and requirements, and a description 
of how the project will meet those standards. The DEIR should include a list of required permits 




















