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CERT!P!C.AX': 0%TL~ESSECKE'I'.4RY i)F ENERGY AND F,NVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 
ON TE~IE 

CXPc2VDED ';.~.NVIROI<IVIEN~A~..NOTIFICATION FUKM 

I'ROJFC V NAME Town o f  Harwich Proposed Maintenance Dredging and 
. . Reach rJourishnent 

PR.OSCC'! hILllIC!PALITY : ianvich 
PP.OJECT %'4J'ERStlED : Cape Cod 
EEA NIIMBEP. : i4i46 

jji;P'. ' q. ,-,.1 I'KOPONENT : Tov,~il of Herwish 

I)AT'E: NC:7!i'E) IN MOYITOR : blpy 211 2308 


, ,. . l>l.i:~::ant to the Massac!ru~etts Cn\ircornenlsi Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
. , Ser,T.ti?r.!I .(I6 of ?hc.h?EPArzgc!~tion\ (501 CMi; Z I.i)Oj; I hcrcSy determine that rhis projec! 

dor:. uot rpqt~ik-c ii;c prcphreli<inOFmErn~iroi~i~~cntalImpect Rcport FIR) .  

!'!K ]):"~p~sedprojeci corlsists ofrnainlenance dredging in Allen Harbor, Hcrring R i ~ e r ,  
'Ji~cifil7;.ri<Fiarhor and Sacpatuckel Hathcr znrl use oi'the dredged material as beach 

*:i~~l.is:ir:l::~lfalong Naiitucket Scund ir, thc Tcwn o:'itar\~ich. The proposed dredging slid beach 
. .nowiclrrni.!ii are a rontini\ation dongoing r~~air~tononse aetivitics thzt have been prrviollsly 

pzr~nin.td. Wi!h the exc.eption of the Hei~ing fl;ver enrrance channe!. authorizations for past 
111zinten:nc- dcedging a i d  beach nourishment are wcll documented. The Town of Ihrwich (the 
p:c;>i:n:n!! is sceking to combine multiple permits into a single Town-wide perrnit to facilitate 
mat!agcii?cnt of drcJging projecrs and related perinits, and to provide more fiexibility in 
distributior~of dredge materials. 

The project will result in alteration of Land IJnder Ocean, due to dredging of 
ap~iro:;imately 26 acres of navigable channels, and will aiter Coastal Beaches through 
vcurishrnent oifour mi!es of beach. The prclject is ~lndergoing environmental review pursuant to 
Sectio~i 11.0? (3)(l)(b) of the MEPA regu!atioiis. which requires a mandatory EIR for alteration 
often or more x r e s  of any other wetlands. The project is also under review pursuant to Section 
11.03(b)(3) and (3 )because it involves dredging arid disposal of 10,000 or more cubic yards (cy) 
of material. 

http://www.mass.gov/envir
http:pzr~nin.td


EEA# 14246 EENF Certificate 7/25/08 

The project requires a 40 1 Water Quality Certification and a Chapter 9 1 Permit from the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP). The project requires an 
Order of Conditions from the Town of Harwich (and, on appeal only, a Superseding Order from 
MassDEP). The project requires a Section 404 permit from the US A m y  Corps of Engineers and 
may be subject to Coastal Zone Management (CZM) federal consistency review. The project 
may require a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit for 
construction activities. The project must be conditioned to avoid adverse effects on state-listed 
shorebirds, or it may result in a "take" and require a Conservation and Management Permit from 
the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program 
(NHESP). 

The project is not seeking financial assistance from the Commonwealth. Therefore, 
MEPA jurisdiction is limited to the subject matter of required permits and extends to water 
quality, wetlands, waterways and tidelands, land and rare species. 

Waiver Request 

The Town of Harwich (the proponent) submitted supplemental information sufficient to 
constitute an Expanded Environmental Notification Form (EENF) with a request for a waiver 
from the requirement to complete an EIR for the project. I have issued a Draft Record of 
Decision @ROD), which will be noticed in the August 6,2008 issue of the Environmental 
Monitor, proposing to grant a waiver from the EIR requirement. The DROD will be noticed for a 
14-day comment period beginning August 6,2008 and ending on August 20,2008. I shall issue a 
Final Record of Decision (FROD) or a Scope within seven days after the close of the comments 
period. 

EXPANDED ENF REVIEW 

As described in the EENF, the access channels have been historically dredged to various 
depths ranging from -6.0 mean high water (MHW) to -8.0 MHW since 1926. The current 
dredging and beach nourishment program managed by the Town of Harwich has been ongoing 
since the 1980's. The EENF indicates that the volume of material dredged and used as 
nourishment typically ranges from 7,500 cy to 8,000 cy per dredge. As further detailed in the 
EENF, the Town has maintained the permits for each of the four channels since assuming the 
responsibilities for dredging and beach nourishment from state and federal agencies. The main 
difference in the proposed project is that the Herring Channel, which was last dredged in the 
1970s, will be included as part of maintenance activities. 

As discussed in the EENF, the access channels shoal and fi l l  with sediment periodically 
but not always simultaneously, which causes problems with navigation and management of 
dredging schedules. The EENF considers the alternatives of maintaining existing licenses and 
permits, filing separate ENFs for individual channels, and pursuing a single Town-wide dredging 
and beach nourishment permit. The preferred alternative, to combine permits, will provide more 
flexibility and better control over maintenance of channels and distribution of dredged materials, 








