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May 1 I, 2007 


CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


NOTICE OF PROJECT CHANGE 


PROJECT NAME: Bondi Idand Sanitary Landfill 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY: Springfield 
PROJECT WATERSHED: Connecticut River 
EOEA NUMBER: 3384 
PROJECT PROPONENT: City of Springfield, Department of Public Works 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOK: April 1 I ,  2007 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (M. G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Section I I .  10 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR I 1.00). I have reviewed the Notice of Project 
Change (NPC) submitted on this project and hereby determine that it does not require further 
MEPA review. The current proposed change and changes proposed in previously reviewed NPCs 
on the project will result in a level of cumulalive environmental impact for the entire landfill site 
that approaches MEPA's mandatory Environmental Impact Report (EIR) review thresholds 
related to solid waste. However, I do not believe that an EIR is warranted for the project given 
the extensive permitting process associated with approvals required by the Department of 
Environmental Protection. In addition. the proponent has outlined measures to avoid, minimize 
and mitigate environmental impacts in the NPC that address the management impacts from the 
full project. I also note that there is further opportunity for public review and comment during 
the permitting process; I direct the proponent to contxt commenters on the NPC regarding these 
opportunities. 



EOEA #I3384 NPC Certificate May 1 1,2007 

met Site Description 

The Bondi Island Sanitary Landfill is located in West Springfield and Agawam on a 
parcel of land bounded to the east by Route 5 and the Connecticut River; to the north by the Con- 
Ed power generation facility; to the west by Agawam Avenue; and to the south by open space 
and the Westfield River. Other facilities located in the vicinity ofthe Bondi Island Landfill 
include the Springfield Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility; the Pioneer Valley Resource 
Recovery Facility; and the Springfield Regional Cornposting site. 

The landfill area is approximately 68 acres in size. The landtill is divided into three 
general areas: Cell 1 on the western portion of the site in Agawam and West Springfield (39 
acres); Cell 2 on the eastern portion of the site in West Springfield (27 acres); and a power line 
easement (2 acres) dividing the two cells and currently occupied by a Western Massachusetts 
Electric Company (WMECo) overhead electric transmission line. The project change proposed 
in the NPC is an increase in capacity and height for the lined landfill development of the Cell 2 
area. 

The lined Cell 1 areas in Agawam and West Springfield comprise the western half of the 
project site and total approximately 38 acres of lined landfill area equipped with leachate 
collection and environmental control areas. The lined Cell 1 area in Agawam was used for the 
disposal of residual ash generated by the Pioneer Valley Resource Recovery Facility (PVRRF) 
until 2006 when filling operations began in the West Springfield Supplemental Liner Area 
(WSSLA) in Cell I ,  which was reviewed by MEPA in a 2003 NPC. Disposal operations continue 
to date in the WSSLA for residual ash generated by the PVRRF and processed bottom ash andlor 
fly ash generated by the Pittsfield Resource Recovery Facility (PRRF). 

The project was originally reviewed by MEPA in 1979 in an Environmental Notification 
Form (ENF) submitted by the City of Springfield, (the proponent) for the expansion of the Bondi 
Island Sanitary Landfill. The project involved the construction of a lined landfill area over the 
Cell 1 area in Agawam and West Springfield for the disposal of ash residue and non-processible 
waste from the Pioneer Valley Resource Recovery Facility (PVRRF) and the interim (6 to 9 
month) use of the unlined Cell 2 area for solid waste disposal. The project was reviewed in a 
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR), a Final EIR (FEIR), and two Supplemental ElRs in 
1983 through 1985. 

The City of Springfield filed aNPC in August of 2001 that proposed changes to the final 
operating grades within the Cell 1 lined landfill area. No further review was required in the 
September 7,2001 Certificate on the NPC. A second NPC was filed in September of 2003 for 
the construction of a supplemental liner and leachate collection system across the northern 
section of the existing lined West Springfield Area at the landfill. The change was to allow an 
increase in closure grades to a maximum elevation of 133 mean sea level (msl) and to extend the 








