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NOTICE 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Rights-of-way Management Regulations, 333 CMR 11:00, in order to 
apply herbicides to control vegetation along electric utility rights-of-way, a 5-year Vegetation 
Management Plan (VMP) and a Yearly Operational Plan (YOP) must be approved by the Department of 
Agricultural Resources (DAR). Therefore, notice of receipt of a YOP and procedures for public review is 
hereby given as required by Section 11.06(3). 

A Yearly Operational Plan for Northeast Utilities (Western Massachusetts Electric Company, Holyoke 
Water Power Company, Holyoke Power and Electric Company) has been submitted to the Department. 

Western Massachusetts Electric Company and Holyoke Water Power Company and Holyoke Power and 
Electric Company have submitted the following summary of their Yearly Operational Plan (YOP): 

The YOP describes vegetation maintenance work to be done on transmission line rights- 
of-way and distribution line rights-of-way. Maps identify the location of rights-of-way 
scheduled for treatment in 2009. Sensitive areas not readily identifiable in the field are 
located on these maps including public surface water supplies, and public ground water 
supply wells and their primary recharge area. Private drinking water supply wells reported 
by the municipality and made available to the applicant, are specified in the YOP. 

Herbicide methods including application rates, carriers and adjuvants are presented according to the 
herbicide application technique and appropriate location. Alternative woody vegetation control 
procedures are designated as cutting without herbicide treatment and options precluding herbicide use. 
The companies which will perform the herbicide treatment are listed and identified in the notification 
given at least 21 days prior to herbicide treatment. Additionally, herbicide applications to rights-of-way in 
2009, are subject to a "newspaper-notification" requirement. Target vegetation capable of interfering with 
the conductors or access is described in terms of desirable and undesirable species. The individual(s) 
representing the applicant supervising the YOP are provided. Flagging methods to designate sensitive 
areas on the right-of-way are described with corresponding sketches for public groundwater supply wells, 
public surface water supplies and wetlands. Herbicide fact sheets as approved by the Department, as 
well as procedures and locations for handling, mixing, and loading herbicide concentrates are included. 
Local emergency planning committees are listed for emergency notification of municipal officials. 

Municipalities and sites identified in the Northeast Utilities YOP as locations where treatment of rights-of- 
way with herbicides will be carried out during the calendar year 2009 are: 



SCHEDULED WORK bv TOWN 

Note: T - #'s designate transmission lines scheduled for work. 
D - #'s designate bullk-supply distribution lines scheduled for work. 
"Vines" are followed by a street name identifying location of vines growing on poles I wires 
"touch-up" designates a touch-up application only 

Distribution 

2008 Scheduled Vegetation Maintenance Work 

D l 2  Cumberland sls-Gardner Falls 
19 Montague - Franklin D l 6  Cumberland sls-Greenfield 
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