To: 
Secretary Ellen Roy Herzfelder, Attn. MEPA Office 

From:
Stephanie Moura, CSO Program, MWRA

Re:
Notice of Availability of the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority’s Final Variance Report for the Alewife Brook and Upper Mystic River, pursuant to Section C. (1) of the MA Department of Environmental Protection’s March 5, 1999 Final Variance for CSO Discharges to the Alewife/Upper Mystic Basin and the May 8, 2002 Final Determination on the Extension to the Variance

Date:
July 1, 2003

On July 1, 2003, in accordance with Section C. (1) of Alewife/Upper Mystic Variance, MWRA submitted the Final Variance Report for the Alewife Brook and Upper Mystic River (Final Variance Report) to DEP and EPA.  Notice of availability of the Final Variance Report has been sent to all parties who have provided comments during the CSO planning process in this watershed.  In addition, MWRA has sent a copy of the Report to several public libraries in the tributary communities (Robbins Public Library, Arlington; Belmont Public Library, Belmont; Somerville Public Library, Somerville; and the Cambridge Public Library - Main, West and North Branches.)  DEP has requested that MWRA also submit an announcement of availability to the MEPA Office for notice in the upcoming Environmental Monitor.  A copy of the report is available upon request by contacting: Stephanie Moura, CSO Program, MWRA, 100 First Avenue-CNY, Boston, MA 02129; stephanie.moura@mwra.state.ma.us.

DEP required MWRA to submit the Final Variance Report as a condition of the Alewife/Upper Mystic CSO Variance.  This report is intended to provide the detailed  technical and financial information to support the Final CSO abatement plan in the Alewife/Upper Mystic watershed.  MWRA anticipates that DEP, after the public review process, will consider this information in making a determination on the required level of CSO control and associated water quality standard in this watershed. The report presents updated water quality information collected during the Variance period, evaluates CSO control alternatives, presents an affordability analysis and recommends a final plan for CSO control.  Notice of the report’s availability in the Environmental Monitor will help facilitate a 90-day public and agency review required by DEP.  Interested parties are invited to review the report and submit written comments to DEP and EPA, with a copy to MWRA.   Written comments should be submitted by October 1, 2003 to Kevin Brander, MA DEP, One Winter Street, Boston, MA 02108.  Copies should be directed to: Eric Hall, U.S. EPA Region 1, 1 Congress Street, Suite 1100 (SEW), Boston, MA 02114-2023; and Stephanie Moura, CSO Program, MWRA, 100 First Avenue-CNY, Boston, MA 02129.

Reviewers are urged to focus written comments on water quality related matters, including the updated baseline conditions, the recommended level of CSO control and the technical and financial analyses presented to support MWRA’s recommended change in standards from Class B to Class B(cso).  The associated project environmental impacts, mitigation and benefits previously underwent MEPA review and public comment as part of the April 2001 Notice of Project Change and the May 2003 Response to Comments on the Notice of Project Change.

DEP plans to host a public forum on Alewife/Upper Mystic water quality and CSO issues during the public review period, during the month of September.  Notice of this meeting will be provided in the Environmental Monitor.  This forum will facilitate a more informed review of the information in the Final Variance Report during the public comment period and will provide guidance on the ensuing public involvement and regulatory process.

Following public and agency review of the Variance Report, MWRA anticipates that DEP will issue a Tentative Decision on the Water Quality Determination for the Alewife/Upper Mystic.  This action will also be noticed in the Environmental Monitor, and DEP will hold a formal Public Hearing with an associated public comment period to allow interested parties to comment to DEP and EPA prior to issuing a final water quality standard determination.  

