
301 CMR 11.00: MEPA REGULATIONS 

Section 11.03: Review Thresholds, 

The review thresholds identify categories of Projects or aspects thereof of 
a nature, size or location that are likely, directly or indirectly, to cause 
Damage to the Environment. Except when the Secretary requires fail-safe 
review, the review thresholds determine whether MEPA review is required. 
MEPA review is required when one or more review thresholds are met or 
exceeded and the subject matter of at least one review threshold is within 
MEPA jurisdictlon A review threshold that is met or exceeded specifies 
whether MEPA review shall consist of an ENF and a mandatory EIR or of 
an ENF and other MEPA review if the Secretary so requires. The subject 
matter of a review threshold is within MEPA jurisdiction when there is full- 
scope jurisdiction ( i e ,  the Project is undertaken by an Agency or involves 
Financial Assistance) or when the subject matter of the review threshold is 
conceptually or physically related to the subject matter of one or more 
required Permits (provided that the review thresholds for Land and Areas 
of Critical Environmental Concern shall be considered to be related to the 
subject matter of any required Permit) or the area subject to a Land 
Transfer. The review thresholds do not apply to: a lawfully existing 
structure, facility or activity; Routine Maintenance; a Replacement Project; 
or a Project that is consistent with a Special Review Procedure review 
document, or other plan or document that has been prepared with the 
express purpose of assessing the potential environmental impacts from 
future Projects, has been reviewed as such in accordance with MEPA and 
301 CMR 11.00, and has been allowed or approved by any Participating 
Agency, unless the filing of an ENF and an EIR was required by a decision 
of the Secretary on any such review document, plan or document. The 
review thresholds are the following: 

(1) Land. 
(a) ENF and Mandatorv EIR. 
1. Direct alteration of 50 or more acres of land, unless the Proiect is 
consistent with an approved conservation farm plan or forest cutting plan 
or other similar generally accepted agricultural or forestry practices. 
2. Creation of ten or more acres of impervious area. 
(b) ENF and Other MEPA Revlew if the Secretarv So Repulres 
1 Dlrect alteration of 25 or more acres of land, unless tne Project IS 

consistent with an approved conservation farm plan or forest cutting plan 
or other similar generally accepted agricultural or forestry practices. 
2. Creation of five or more acres of impervious area. 
3. Conversion of land held for natural resources purposes in accordance 
with Article 97 of the Amendments to the Constitution of the 
Commonwealth to any purpose not in accordance with Article 97. 
4. Conversion of land in active agricultural use to nonagricultural use. 



provided the land includes soils classified as prime, state-important or 
unique by the United States Department of Agriculture, unless the Project 
is accessory to active agricultural use or consists solely of one single 
family dwelling. 
5. Release of an interest in land held for conservation, preservation or 
agricultural or watershed preservation purposes 
6. Approval in accordance with M.G.L. c. 121A of a New urban 
redevelopment project or a fundamental change in an approved urban 
redevelopment project, provided that the Project consists of 100 or more 
dwelling units or 50.000 or more sf of non-residential space. 
7. Approval in accordance with M.G.L. c. 1216 of a New urban renewal 
plan or a major modification of an existing urban renewal plan 
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(3) Wetlands, Waterwavs and Tidelands. 
(a) ENF and Mandatory E B  
1. Provided that a Permit is required' 
a. alteration of one or more acres of salt marsh or bordering vegetating 
wetlands; or 
b. alteration of ten or more acres of any other wetlands. 
2 Alteration requiring a variance in accordance with the Wetlands 
Protection Act. 
3. Construction of a New dam. 
4. Structural alteration of an ex~sting dam that causes an Expansion of 
20% or any decrease in impoundment Capacity. 
5. Provided that a Chapter 91 License is required, New non-water 
dependent use or Expansion of an existing non-water dependent 
structure, provided the use or structure occupies one or more acres of 
waterways or tidelands. 
(b) ENF and Other MEPA Review if the Secretary So Requires. 
1. Provided that a Permit is required: 
a. alteration of coastal dune, barrier beach or coastal bank; 
b. alteration of 500 or more linear feet of bank along a fish run or inland 
bank; 
c. alteration of 1,000 or more sf of salt marsh or outstanding resource 
waters; 
d. alteration of 5,000 or more sf of bordering or isolated vegetated 
wetlands: 

the Secreiaw So Rcau~res 1 I 

Pmject rtle is hm or more acres and 


































